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The Australian Campus Booksellers Association

The Australian Campus Booksellers Association (ACBA) represents campus booksellers, responsible for the majority of textbooks supplied to students at Australian Tertiary Institutions. A full listing of members are listed separately.

Our members for the most part are not-for-profit organisations. The Bookshops are mostly run by Universities, student organisations or co-operatives. It is the responsibility of these Bookshops to providing learning materials to students at as low a cost as possible. 

As not-for-profit entities, we play a small but important part in keeping the costs of education as low as possible, and assist improving access to education for those experiencing financial difficulty.

Our Submission – The Educational Textbook Subsidy Scheme

We request that Committee recommend the continuation of the Educational Textbook Subsidy Scheme. The scheme was introduced to offset the effect of GST on textbook prices, but will cease operation on 30th June 2004, unless the Government decides to continue it beyond that date.

If the Textbook subsidy is removed, the price of textbooks will rise by more than 8.5%.

Although not directly covered in the Higher Education package in review, we consider this matter to be related to the Terms of Reference, (ref 2) as it has a financial impact on students in higher education and (ref 5) – a funding option for the higher education sector.

Education for the most part is GST-exempt – the retention of the scheme will ensure that students will not have to bear an increase in the cost of education caused by the effect of GST on the price of educational textbooks.

Information about the Educational Textbook Subsidy Scheme

The Educational Textbook Subsidy Scheme (ETSS) was introduced as a measure to offset the effect of GST on textbook prices. 

Students buying textbooks for courses at approved educational institutions are given the subsidy at the point of sale – at the campus Bookshop. The subsidy given is claimed back by the Bookseller on a monthly basis.

This means that the costs of running the scheme are borne by the Bookseller. We are happy to do this as it is part of our brief to keep textbook prices as low as possible. Therefore the scheme is a very efficient one, keeping administration costs to a minimum. 

The (ETSS) is administered by the Department of Education Science & Training (DEST), and costs approx $20 million annually.

Appendix

Members of the Australian Campus Booksellers Association:

Bendigo Regional Inst of Technology (Mines Bookshop)

Box Hill Campus Bookshop

Burnley Horticultural College (Plants in Print)

Caulfield Institute of Technology Bookshop

Central Queensland University Bookshop

Curtin University Bookshop

Edith Cowan University Bookshop

Gordon Institute of TAFE Bookshop

Hungry Minds Bookshop (Goulburn-Ovens TAFE)

James Cook University Bookshop

La Trobe University Bookshop

Melbourne Co-operative Bookshop (RMIT)

Melbourne University Bookroom

Monash University Bookshop

Murdoch University Bookshop

Northern Institute Bookshop (NMIT Vic)

Northern Territory University Bookshop

Queensland Textbook Warehouse

Queensland University of Technology Bookshop

Regency Bookshop

RMIT Union Bookshop

Rusden Bookshop (Deakin University)

Swinburne Student Bookshop Co-operative

UniBooks South Australia

University of Southern Queensland Bookshop

University of Queensland Bookshop

University Co-operative Bookshop

UNSW Bookshop

Victoria University Bookshop

Wollongong University Bookshop

