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There must be no reduction of HECS places for public universities.


There must be no increase in HECS fees and interest. 


There must be no interference with the ability of university staff to collectively bargain and to attempt to achieve standard working conditions across the country.











A bit about what I believe first.





I am 30 this year. I was unemployed before I came to university and am eternally grateful for the knowledge I have gained. 





I am a free speech activist who was getting arrested on a regular basis and had to appear unrepresented on numerous occasions. I was given the opportunity to study at JCU despite having only a year 10 certificates. 





I enrolled in a law degree, and my acquittal rate suddenly rose. Similarly having been here for 3 years and before even gaining a law degree I was able to argue points of constitutional law in the Qld court of appeal and alter the law of Qld. Thus, being able to take part in constitutional change.





I new next to nothing about my own constitution before I began. Many of my fellow citizens probably still don’t. 





I am now confident that although I am no longer in a law degree  (being in my second year of a Bsoc Politics degree), that I can mix it with the politicracy and be able to point out the flaws and contradictions of our so called democratic system, and the tricks used by the status quo to deny the Australian people the maximum chance of affecting change in the way government shapes policy, and the country itself.





I believe that many other people like myself, who were unemployed without a cent to their name, would be denied the opportunity of studying at university, if the changes the Howard government is embarking on (it is preordained and scripted) such as loans schemes were brought about. Education will only be for the rich, for the ruling class so as to remedy the changes of the last 50 years. Back to one class of wealth and the other of servitude .





The Howard government has an agenda which is incompatible with the building of a democratic country .We are not yet a democracy, that this is true is evidenced by the lack of the word appearing in our national constitution.





The Howard government denies the existence of universally acceptable rights and freedoms and denies Australia a bill of rights. The agenda of the Howard government is to totally gut the state apparatus, which belongs to the people, and to hand it over to private enterprise. 





Universities are to be places, which teach people how to colonise, exploit and engage in environmentally unfriendly resource extraction and how to profit at the expense of human rights.





In short, universities are being turned into businesses and are being denied their rightful place in the Australian community as schools for leaders of the future, as schools that advance the cause of democracy and change in the Australian community.





Vibrant and active universities are indicative of a vibrant civil society which is necessary for the efficacy of any system of government which dares to call itself democratic.





But we are not talking about a democratic government when we refer to the Howard government. Nor are we when we refer to any government in Australia’s history. We live in a system of representative and so-called responsible government, where the representative bodies or parliaments claim the right to exercise parliamentary supremacy – or parliamentary sovereignty. What this means is “absolute despotic power” (1).





When Universities get turned into businesses, and public funding is cut, universities themselves get to set HECS fees, a loans scheme is brought in, student unions are crushed, staff unions are crushed and universities are told to get their funding from industry- what will happen is this-





Only the rich will get places at universities 


The curriculum will be decided by industry and will not be geared towards the public good 


Democracy will suffer because industry needs profit and not democracy


Civil society will dry up (in the political sense) and wither and die.





This is the aim of this government. Working conditions of staff are to be gutted ,and, any form of uniform working conditions are against its ideology because it means job security and stability, which allows staff to be free from government ideological bullying. 





However, concentrating on the negatives of this government is not the solution to the questions of the future. It is here that I shall put in my two cents worth.





The way to guarantee that we have a viable a modern education system is to constitutionally enshrine the right to a free state education (including the right to private if the public right is waived) in the Australian constitution via a referendum.





The first thing that needs to be done to save the public education system is to protect it against conservative governments.  





Our constitution is different to many around the world that is because it is constitutionally enshrined and cannot be repealed nor amended unless it is by the people. But there are bugger all rights and freedoms in it yet. If this government has any brains, firstly it will resign en masse and then it will apologise to the Australian people for being a pack of bastards. But if this country has any brains it will give itself a bill of rights that protects the right to education. 





There are many examples of education clauses internationally that may be of use for a comparison. The Universal declaration of human rights (2) article 26 sets out that a human being has the right to an elementary education. The German constitution (3) article 7 though just a statute that can be repealed by a majority government (2 thirds) protects state education. The South African Bill of rights s 29 sets out  -





Education 





29. (1) Everyone has the right ­ 





   a.to a basic education, including adult basic education; and 


   b.to further education, which the state, through reasonable measures, must make progressively available and accessible. 





(2) Everyone has the right to receive education in the official language or languages of their choice in public educational institutions where that education is reasonably practicable. In order to ensure the effective access to, and implementation of, this right, the state must consider all reasonable educational alternatives, including single medium institutions, taking into account ­ 





   a.equity; 


   b.practicability; and 


   c.the need to redress the results of past racially discriminatory laws and practices. 





(3) Everyone has the right to establish and maintain, at their own expense, independent educational institutions that ­ 





   a.do not discriminate on the basis of race; 


   b.are registered with the state; and 


   c.maintain standards that are not inferior to standards at comparable public educational institutions. 





(4) Subsection (3) does not preclude state subsidies for independent educational institutions.(4) 














The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights also sets out in article 9 that unions may form and agitate at a national level, and article 13 sets out in regards to education (5) –





Article 13





1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.


They further agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.





2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full realization of this right:





(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;





(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;





(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;





(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those persons who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education;





(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an adequate fellowship system be established, and the material conditions of teaching staff shall be continuously improved.





3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, to choose for their children schools, other than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.





4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set forth in paragraph 1 of this article and to the requirement that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.








The Howard government has an agenda compatible with that of international capitalists in carving up the spoils gained through war on public ownership and handing it over to their cronies. 





What they say they want to achieve is to make our education system “internationally competitive”, which means in poli speak to progressively remove all public funding and in its place make all who want a tertiary education pay through the nose.





What may be internationally competitive is not what is internationally, nor socially acceptable when human rights standards are involved. Cleary, the relevant international standard to which Australia should adhere to, is to ensure that all curriculum is engineered to promote democratic ideals as apposed to greed and exploitation, and to make education, all education progressively free.








We are not going to get this particular solution from the current government, it believes in absolute despotic power and exploitation not to mention racism and militarism. If it could abolish our pitiful constitution it would. What is needed is not a reaction to this governments policies but a counter attack. Give us a bill of rights.





I don’t have use chivalrous language; the Howard government is a nasty fascist government that abuses human rights. To hell with them. This is directed at people who will read submissions for democratic ideas.





Citizen Pat Coleman


Student at James Cook University

















 





Kartinyeri v Cth  par [13] http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/high_ct/1998/22.html


http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html   





http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/rechtsphilosophie/material/the_basic_law.pdf 





http://www.gov.za/constitution/1996/96cons2.htm#29





http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/disp.pl/au/other/dfat/treaties/1976/5.html?query=%7e+social+and+cultural+right


�PAGE  �5�








Submission no: 408


Attachment A


Received: 19 August 2003











