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The Curtin Student Guild presented at the Senate Inquiry on the 30th of September 2003. Following the presentation we felt it necessary to address other concerns our organisations has about the current state of higher education, and the impact the Government plans will have on Universities. 

Staff student ratios

As funds have been removed from Universities, the affects are starting to become more and more pronounced, and detrimental to education. For example, at Curtin, the Academic Staff within one division are currently at the Industrial Relations Commission regarding issues of staff/student ratios.

Workloads have gone up, staff are over-worked, there has been an increase in sessional staff and as a result students receive less contact time, 

As shown below, the staff student ratios at Curtin have been increasing over time as student numbers have been steadily increasing, yet academic staff have not increased to the equivalent proportion;
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Entrance Scores

Curtin University has a number of ‘alternative entrance paths’ into Curtin University degrees. Whilst the Guild is supportive of equity programs for disadvantaged groups in society to gain access to Higher Education, the programs Curtin University has in place are aimed at maximising profits through the programs themselves as the fees are deregulated, and through creating pools of students to automatically recruit into degree programs.
The Curtin Student Guild is concerned about international entrance requirements. Not only are the degree entry scores low by Australian standards, but the alternative entries are even lower. This places pressure on the quality standards of the University, raises risk management issues for the University Council about the level of control over these facilities, and there are serious welfare concerns for individual students who may struggle with English competency and other requirements once they enrol in the degree programs. This issue is particularly pronounced at Curtin University, as they currently receive 29% of their income from international full up front fee places. The Guild International Student Committee has particular concern about these issues. The table below indicates the degree entrance scores from across Australia and other countries;
Table 2: Results accepted as satisfying English language entry requirements for university undergraduate study
	Institution
	TOEFL
	IELTS OVERALL BAND

	Adelaide University
	550+4.0 TWE
	6.0, 6.0 minimum each subtest 

	Australian National University
	570+4.5 TWE 
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	Bond University
	550+5 TWE
	6.5, 6.0 minimum reading/writing

	Birmingham University (UK)
	550
	6.0

	Bristol University
	not available
	6.5

	Brunel University
	570-585
	6.5-7.0

	Carleton University
	580
	not applicable

	Central Queensland University
	550+4 TWE
	6.0, 5.0 minimum each subtest

	Curtin University
	550
	6.0, 6.0 minimum writing/speaking, 5.5 minimum listening/reading

	Deakin University
	550+5 TWE
	6.0, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	Edith Cowan University
	550+5 TWE
	6.5

	Flinders University
	550
	6.0

	Griffith University
	550
	6.0, 5.5 minimum each subtest

	Glamorgan University
	500
	6.0

	Illinois State University
	550
	not applicable

	James Cook University
	550+5 TWE
	6.5, 5.0 minimum each subtest

	Lincoln University (New Zealand)
	550
	6.0

	Macquarie University
	550
	6.0, 6.0 minimum each subtest, except 5.0 minimum speaking

	McGill University
	550
	6.5

	Monash University
	550+5 TWE
	6.0, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	Murdoch University
	570+5 TWE
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	Newcastle University (UK)
	575
	6.5

	Queen’s University at Kingston
	580
	7.0

	Queensland University of Technology
	575
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	Reading University
	not available
	6.5

	Stanford University
	600+
	not applicable

	University of Alberta
	580, 50 min each section
	6.5, 5.0 minimum each subtest

	University of Auckland (NZ)
	550
	6.0

	University of Ballarat
	550
	6.0

	University of Bath
	550
	6.0

	University of British Columbia 
	570
	not applicable

	University of Calgary
	550+5 TWE
	7.0 

	University of Canberra
	550+4.5 TWE
	6.5

	University of Canterbury (NZ)
	550+4 TWE
	6.0, 5.5 minimum each subtest

	University of Glasgow
	600
	6.0

	University of Lethbridge
	550
	6.0, 5.5 minimum each subtest

	University of Melbourne
	575+4.5 TWE
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	University of New England
	550
	6.0, 5.5 minimum each subtest

	University of New South Wales
	550 
	6.0

	University of Ottawa
	550
	7.0

	University of Queensland
	550+5 TWE
	6.5, 6.0 minimum writing

	University of Saskatchewan
	550
	6.0

	University of South Australia
	550
	6.0

	University of Southern Queensland
	550+5 TWE
	6.5

	University of Sydney
	575+4.5 TWE
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	University of Tasmania
	550+4.5 TWE
	6.0, 5.5 minimum each subtest

	University of Toronto
	600+5 TWE
	7.0, 5.0 minimum each subtest

	University of Victoria (Canada)
	575
	not applicable

	University of Waikato
	550
	6.0

	University of Western Australia
	550
	6.5, 6.0 minimum each subtest

	University of Wollongong
	550
	6.0, 6.0 minimum reading/writing, 5.0 minimum listening/speaking

	Victoria University of Wellington
	550+4TWE
	6.0


TWE = Test of Written English

Note: some universities gave higher scores for linguistically demanding courses such as Medicine and Law.

The extent of the alternative entries is astounding, as the University looks for additional income sources, and student recruitment pools. Below is an indicative list of the programs operated by Curtin;

· Offshore courses

· Overseas campus (Sarawak)
· Curtin Foundations Studies Program

· Curtin International College

· Canning College

· Australian Institute of University Studies

· Open Learning Studies

· Extension Studies

· Bridging courses

· Curtin Track

The best way to illustrate our concern with these programs is through profiling the entrance requirements and operations of some of the alternative entry paths.

Australian Institute for University Studies

As detailed in the original submission to the Inquiry, Curtin University has a long standing agreement with the Australian Institute for University Studies operated by Malaysian company EXCEL Education Pty, Ltd. 

They plan to expand the AIUS facility to accommodate 5000 students including full fee paying Australian/Permanent Residents in 2005. The University has also stated that the AIUS full up front fees should not prejudice the ability of Curtin itself to introduce full up front fees.
Detailed in the table below are the indicative prices and entrance scores. Essentially these programs are back door entries for people who are not able to get into Curtin based on merit, but under this arrangement, these students can get a Curtin degree based on their bank balance. The Senate should take note that not only does Brendan Nelson aim to increase the occurrence of bank balance graduates over merit graduates, but that this problem is already rife at Universities such as Curtin already. 

Curtin University have managed to get away with the domestic full up front fees and lower entry scores by offering their content through a ‘business’ operated by someone else. The level of control over this facility by the Curtin University Council is also questionable, and therefore raises more risk management issues as well.

	Campus
	Course (Program) Name
	Duration
	Unit Fee A$
	Annual Fee A$
	Course Fee A$
	TER entrance (2003)

	AIUS Joondalup
	Diploma of Commerce
	1 yr
	$900.00
	$7,200
	$7,200
	58

	AIUS
Joondalup
	Advanced Diploma of Commerce
	2 yr
	$900.00
	$7,200
	$14,400
	58

	AIUS

Joondalup
	Bachelor of Commerce
	3 yr
	Up to $1044.00 average $892.00
	$7,137 (Band 2 HECS)
	$21, 411*
	76

	Bentley
	Bachelor of Commerce
	3 yr
	Up to $1044.00 average $892.00
	$7,137 (Band 2 HECS)
	$21, 411*
	83


Curtin Foundations Studies Program
This program is aimed at International students who have not reached the Curtin University English competency requirements, so Curtin offers them this foundation studies program  
This program is aimed at students with English competency too low to get into Curtin, so they complete both English language training, and specific course units which gives them entry into Curtin undergraduate places from 1st year. These students are automatically guaranteed a place, and nearly 95% of students pass their foundation studies course.
The program therefore represents an automatic recruitment pool for the University, yet is not independently administered to ensure academic standards.

Curtin International College

Similar to the Foundation studies program, the college could be considered one level up, as students are essentially completing Curtin units. It is similar to AIUS in that students complete ‘Curtin units’, yet the entry score is a lot less, and the fees are up front. Curtin International College is based at the Curtin University Bentley campus, and the students share the facilities with the University degree students. 
Anecdotally, many academics have serious concerns about enrolling students in their course if they are from the CIC pathway, as they are not meeting the standard of other entry students. This raises serious concern for the quality of Curtin degrees, the impact on other students, and the impact on the student themselves as they struggle with the course.

Over enrolments
In 2003, following the release of details of the Government agenda, Curtin University began a process of cutting over-enrolments. This caused problems for both students, and for the budgeting process of the schools within the University.
Over time at Curtin, a culture has developed whereby late enrolments were not just accepted, but considered part of the operation of the University by students. In fact, in 2003 some academics were reassuring students that there was no pressure to re-enrol by the due date, as accepted practice was that late enrolments would be accepted. Also, areas would budget for the over enrolments to increase income.

It is within this environment, that subject to the threats of penalties from the Government, Curtin immediately implemented the policy which effectively kicked students out of the University by not allowing them to re-enrol past the due date. This caused many problems for both students, and area budgets as they had previously calculated the over enrolment income as part of their budget. 

The Guild estimates that nearly 100 students were originally refused re-enrolment, which proves that the Government package has already started to affect the ability of students to access education. In this environment the additional places the Government has allocated may only replace those at Curtin that have already been cut.

Conclusion
The Curtin Student Guild hopes that the Senate Inquiry considers our original and supplementary submissions when making their deliberations. We also hope that the Government realise the true impact of their plans, and get off their ideological bandwagon.
