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This submission will deal with points (a) i., (b) iv., (d) ii. and (d) iii.

(a) i. the capacity of universities to manage and serve increasing demand
In 1999, there were 24 000 more students at university then there were places allocated. These over enrolled students are only partly funded. Universities are so cashed strapped that they will take partially funded students despite the extra burden they place on already over worked staff and already overcrowded classes.  Over the last five years, I have repeatedly seen lecturers inform students that it was a fire hazard for them to sit on the stairs or floor and had to leave. Last year, I changed subjects because I could not get it the door to the first lecture.

Despite the record number of students at universities, staff are being shed at an alarming rate. 3000 jobs cut since 1996. Not to mention the numerous academics who left for overseas for better pay and conditions. It is bizarre logic that suggest that as student numbers increase, staff jobs decrease.

(b) iv. The maintenance and extension of Australia’s long-term capacity in both basic and applied research across the diversity of fields of knowledge
Research funding is one of the current Government’s biggest failures. Since 1996, the only research and development area that has had funding increased is medical science and biotechnology. The number of HECS liable postgraduate places have been cut by almost 30 000 from 1996-1999. Funding, as a whole has remain static, or fallen and been left to the private sector to fill the void. The less profitable disciplines - political science, English, European languages - have been the hardest hit followed by research departments at smaller and regional campuses. It is only the ‘sandstone’ institutions and other larger institutions that have been able to establish links with the corporate world to fill some of the shortfall in funding. 

(d) ii. The effects of the introduction of differential Higher Education Contribution Schemes and other fees and charges and changes in funding provision on the affordability and accessibility of higher education.

The is no longer such a thing as free higher education. Students are repeatedly hit for fees for extras such reading books, lab pads, handouts, internet time. The University of Qld is one of the few universities that gives its students free internet time and this is a paltry 8 hours a week. It is impossible to study a computer science or IT course on this and stretches most other students to their quota limit. 

Departments are forced to make up revenue by charging students for whatever they can - in the sciences, its lab books and experiment guides; in humanities, its articles and reading lists. The Higher Education Funding Act states that it is illegal for universities to charge money for compulsory and essential course material. This is pushed to the hilt as cash strapped departments - who have had their funding cut by the university who have had their funding cut by the Government - play with the rules to make up as much revenue shortfall as they can. It is only the vigilance of Student Organisations, and students themselves, that claw back at these illegal fees and charges. 

The Fees for Summer Semester are a great deterrent to students wanting to accelerate their degree or make up subjects they may have failed or withdrew because of personal reasons. The University of Queensland has no HECS covered subjects for Summer Semester - everything is upfront payment. This means summer semester is the domain of international students and the rich.

The increasing number of International Students is another sign that Universities are under funded. International Students are essentially cash cows who are there not because the University wants to further people’s education but to subsided domestic students. Standards are lowered to get as many in as possible and the support services are often just not there.

(d) iii. the adequacy of current student income support measures

The are two obvious problems with student income support levels. First is the age of independence. It is laughable that both Liberal and Labor insisted that this is 25. 

The second is the level of payment. The sheer weight of students in part-time and casual work surely suggest that Youth Allowance is not enough. 58% of students (including school students) are in some form of employment. There is a sizable amount of international evidence that suggest that if you pay people a decent living allowance:

a)  they will be freed up from part-time and casual work and with youth unemployment running at almost thirty percent, one would have thought this would be a logical solution to making more jobs. This however, suggests the premise that it is alright to pay people not to look for work.

b) The extra income will be used to purchase goods and services, creating further employment as well as alleviating burden on health services and charities. 
Other points.
As a whole, the Higher Education section is in need of a massive injection of funds - $3 billon to bring funding up to international levels. The Group of Eight’s answer is open universities up to competition and introduce fees. This will result in a decline in standards, the closing of doors to many people wanting to study at university and narrow the horizons of Australia’s graduates.

The answer is not to open universities to competition, which would force the closure of many institutions as well as force many students out of university. The Young Democrats believe the only way to solve Australia’s Higher Education crisis is to:

• abolish fees for domestic students and allocate university places on merit

• Reinstate the 150% tax concession for Research and Development

• Increase operational grants, academic salaries and research funding to internationally competitive levels

• Introduce a livable income, based on need, for students

