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Attach:  UWS supplementary submission on research funding

ADDITION TO UWS SUBMISSION
Tabled at Senate Committee public hearing in Sydney 17th July 2001.

New Recommendation - Research Training Scheme Funded Places 
Responding to terms of reference a) iii.

· The impact of the new research funding policy on the research agenda and aspirations of new Universities like UWS has been devastating. This was previously conveyed to the Commonwealth Minister and DETYA and resulted in an agreement to ameliorate the impact by capping the $ losses for the first three years of the program. 

· While the phasing of the $ impact was of course welcome, the impact on the UWS research student profile was not reduced and UWS is already experiencing the first years results of the new policy. In 2000 we admitted 190 new research students (EFTSU) within the operating grant funding. This year UWS will be able to take in around 59 new research students. 

Over four years UWS must lose 289 funded research places out of the 635 funded places we had in 2000. 

· UWS supports the Government’s agenda to consolidate research activity and is realigning its own research agenda to achieve this. However the cuts imposed by the new policy were too savage and severe in their impact on UWS.

· UWS and its community is resolutely committed to it developing as a comprehensive research and teaching University. The change in policy pulled the rug on UWS at a critical point in its development of its research capacity.  The concern we have is that there will be a spiral, negative impact and that UWS – no matter how successful its efforts are to improve its performance- will by the nature of the funding mechanism continue to lose market share in the winning of competitive research places. For a new and developing University like UWS the gap between our current, but previously expanding, research profile and that of the established research Universities is simply too large for UWS to be able to play effective catch up in this funding environment.  

· UWS has welcomed the Backing Australia’s Ability initiative and the Opposition’s in principle backing of the Knowledge Nation package, and sees considerable potential for UWS in R&D partnerships with business and industry in the GWSR. However, the dramatic reduction in our funded research student numbers will impede our capacity to take advantage of these initiatives. Our long term strategy to develop our applied research profile in the region and beyond was linked with our prior efforts to accelerate the growth of our research student profile. It has been our experience that industry and business, while open to R&D partnerships, are not always able to fund research students. 

· UWS considers the long term negative impact of the new research funding on its own profile and on R&D opportunities in the GWSR to be serious. The cuts are too sharp to sustain. UWS invites the Committee to consider the case for DETYA restoring some of the lost research places to UWS (and other new Universities similarly effected) as a separate development initiative for 3-5 years. This would allow UWS to resume its development strategy in expanding its applied research activities and position itself to compete with the established research Universities for a reasonable share of the funding.

· UWS itself recognizes the need to lift standards and performance in the area and so is not seeking a full restoration of places. It is seeking an amelioration of the impact and the restoration of 20-30 funded RTS places a year to UWS for a period of 5 years.  

Recommendation xiv

The Government ameliorate the impact of the new research funding policy on the research student profile of UWS so as to allow it to continue to develop its applied research profile and maximize its capacity to access R&D funds provided under the Governments Backing Australia’s Ability package. Specifically UWS seeks the restitution of 20-30  places each year for at least 3-4 years.
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