I have completed a number of under-graduate certificates at various universities over the last 20 years. My youngest son recently graduated in Civil Engineering from the University of New South Wales. My eldest son graduated in Urban & Regional Planning from University of New England nearly ten years ago. I have personal acquaintances on the staff of Macquarie, UTS, UWS, Catholic Newcastle and Wollongong Universities.

If the role of University, as against mere tertiary technical, education is to extend and preserve the bounds of human knowledge and insight, the consensus of 

my friends, my sons and my own experience is that Australian Universities are beginning to lose the plot and in some cases have actually gone off the rails. Preservation of knowledge can never be a "user pays" proposition, for no other reason than that you never know what knowledge you will need until you need it.

To a similar extent research will never be a paying proposition while most of the important discoveries are often made collaterally to some pre-conceived (and often misconceived) project. The University concept is a community endeavour and can only be paid for out of the public purse. When commercial considerations predominate, research and recording will inevitably follow the rich man's 

prejudices. The result is that the University exists, instead, to pander to egos as a degree mill and purveyor of politically safe platitudes. Under such a regime we might well expect serious scholars to flee the country.

I hope this has not been too pithy and abstruse.
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