From:
Ted Wolfe [twolfe@csu.edu.au]

Sent:
Tuesday, 20 March 2001 8:02 PM

To:
eet.sen@aph.gov.au

Cc:
nswpresident@unistudent.com.au

Subject:
Senate Inquiry into Education

Dear Secretary of the Inquiry,

The issue that I wish to highlight is the issue of equity of rural vs 

metropolitan communities, particularly in those professions that are 

of vital importance in the bush.  The attached submission to our 

current review of the Agriculture course at CSU highlights the 

problems we face in attracting students to study Agriculture.

I am concerned that the intake into metropolitan veterinary courses 

comprise v intelligent, female city women who like dogs, cats and 

horses.  No apparent allowance is currently made for slightly less 

intelligent males and females from country locations who like 

sheep, cattle, exotic and indigenous animals.  And the current 

Dean of the SU Vet Faculty hails from Dalgety!  There will be a 

serious veterinary shortage in the bush in coming years.  At least 

something is being done in the medical fields.

I met a foreign (German) student today who is studying Agriculture 

at TAFE in Wagga and who wants to become degree-qualified in 

Agriculture and live and work in an Australian rural area.  Fat 

chance, the way the immigration and education laws do not 

distinguish between people who want to live and work in the city 

and those who live and work in the country.

And it is a disgrace how the current postgraduate training rules are 

loaded against the newer universities, many of which are regionally 

located.

Education is the answer to many of the problems in less well-off 

communities, be they the bush or city Ghettos.  More emphasis on 

equity, please?

Professor Ted Wolfe

Professor of Agriculture

CSU
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