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Philosophy is a subject in which Australian universities have been prominent over most of the past thirty to forty years. This is reflected in all the relevant bibliometric measures, as we are sure your committee will be aware. It is a fact in which Australians may take pride, both in view of the great influence of Philosophy on other disciplines — these range from cognitive science and economics to law and political theory — and because of the disciplined education that it provides. 

Australian Philosophy is, however, in deep crisis as a result of the current Government’s policies and everyone aware of the situation is seriously alarmed. But rather than just report that fact, and hope to persuade you to believe us, we give below some crucial statistics that, truly, speak  for themselves.

Senior philosophers who have left positions in Australia for overseas since 1998:

Year
Name

From



To

1998 Jay Garfield
Chair, Tasmania 

Chair, Smith College, USA

1998 Gerry Gaus  
Chair, QUT,  


Chair, Tulane, USA

1998 Richard Holton Senior Lecturer, Monash, 
Reader, Edinburgh, UK

1998 Liz Grosz 
Chair, Monash

Chair, Buffalo, USA.

1998 Andre Gallois 
Assoc Prof, Queensland 
Chair, Keele, UK

1998 Rae Langton 
Senior Lecturer, Monash, 
Chair, Edinburgh, UK

1999 Peter Singer 
Chair, Monash

Chair, Princeton, USA 

1999 Greg Currie 
Chair, Flinders

Chair, Nottingham, UK

1999 Udo Schuklenk Senior Lecturer, Monash
Head, Bioethics, Witwatersrand, SA 

2000 Paul Griffiths 
Senior lecturer, Sydney
Chair, Pittsburgh, USA

2000 Chin Liew Ten
Chair, Monash

Chair, Singapore

2001 Huw Price 
Chair, Sydney


Chair, Edinburgh, UK

2001 Suzanne Uniacke Assoc Prof, Wollongong  
Reader, Hull, UK

Senior philosophers who have come to Australian positions from overseas since 1998

1998 DavidB-Mitchell Senior Lecturer, Auckland
Lecturer, Sydney

2001 Martin Davies 
Reader, Oxford 

Chair, RSSS, ANU 

We estimate that these losses amount to almost two full generations of academic leaders in Australian Philosophy.  No subject,  no matter how strong, can survive intact if it is forced to suffer losses such as these and comparable losses in the years to come.  We hope that your committee will take on board the message that these statistics tell and that you will leave your public in no doubt as to just how serious the current situation in our Universities is.
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