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Introduction

This submission is in response to a request received on the 30th July 2001 to address the adequacy of teacher training for teaching the gifted and the provision of some baseline statistics on this issue.  Drs Jim Watters and Carmel Diezmann, at the Brisbane hearing on 23rd March 2001, have already undertaken a formal submission on broader issues and presented evidence to the Committee.

The Queensland University of Technology (QUT) is Queensland’s largest Faculty of Education and offers a range of practical courses which reflect national and international standards, with continuing commitment to in-service teacher education and higher degree programs, and an extension into allied professional and academic areas.  The Faculty has research strengths in mathematics and science education, early childhood education, language and literacy, professional studies and cognitive processes.  

The Faculty, as part of its outreach program to the community, has maintained a long history of involvement in the education of gifted and talented children through its areas of special strength.  The Faculty has also contributed to the training and professional growth of teachers of the gifted through both formal and informal means.  In this submission, I will address both means.

Formal Approaches

The Faculty offers a base preservice undergraduate Bachelor of Education Program with strands in Early Childhood, Primary, Secondary, and Adult and Workplace Education.  It does not offer a common core unit or elective unit that specifically addresses gifted education although such a unit was available as an elective.  Support for this elective was weak and it was subsequently disbanded in 1998.  Currently students are introduced to Gifted Education in the context of Special Needs and these details are provided in Appendix 1. The reasons behind this are multifaceted and warrant further research.  The Faculty does address gifted education in a core Practice Teaching Unit which focuses on catering for individual needs and inclusivity.  The research that does exist tends to suggest that undergraduate preservice students are highly apprehensive about teaching gifted children and consequently tend to avoid contact with gifted education programs. 

The Faculty also provides a Graduate Bachelor of Education and a Master of Teaching program over two years for students with existing degrees.  This program is highly compacted and time constraints limit the capacity to provide elective units.

At postgraduate level, a number of students have undertaken research-oriented masters and PhD programs in gifted education.  While the Faculty does not offer a specific post-graduate award for teachers wishing to specialise in gifted education, teachers are able to undertake coursework studies in these areas with independent studies being supervised by appropriately qualified staff.  The Faculty is currently in the process of exploring the feasibility and need for a Graduate Certificate in Gifted Education.

Through the Centre for Mathematics and Science Education, the Faculty has developed a strong research profile in the education of gifted children.  Staff in that centre have published internationally and their expertise has been recognised internationally through key presentations at national and international conferences on gifted education.

Informal Approaches

Through the Faculty’s community service program, a number of initiatives have been implemented which have provided considerable needed support for gifted students and their families.  For over a decade, a program of enrichment for young gifted children has operated through the Centre for Mathematics and Science Education.  This 10-week program has been recognized as an exemplary contribution to the field of gifted education and was awarded a “Talent-Ed” sponsored commendation in 1999.  Other similar programs have been run for children in upper primary and secondary schools.  These programs have employed undergraduate students as facilitators.  Many of these students have subsequently developed an interest in gifted education and implemented programs in their schools after graduation.

Faculty staff have also played a key role in professional development.  Staff work with individual schools, clusters of schools and with systemic bodies - such as Education Queensland, AISQ and Catholic Education - to provide advice, consultancy and professional development workshops.  Staff also provide direct assistance to families through counseling services.

Summary

QUT acknowledges the importance of gifted education and recognizes the plight in which many gifted children find themselves.  In an era of international competitiveness where the prime economic commodity is knowledge, every effort needs to be provided to facilitate the development of innovation and creativity.  The gifted children of today will be those who as adults in a decade will provide the critical and creative ideas that our society will need to maintain our current living standards and international competitiveness.  

The Faculty supports the need to develop strategic approaches to encourage experienced teachers to pursue studies in gifted education and to address community attitudes towards gifted education.  To achieve these goals it would recommend that the Federal Government consider funding special bursaries/scholarships for:

· Undergraduate students with high academic achievement records to pursue courses in education linked to gifted education; (research evidence suggests that the best teachers of the gifted are themselves gifted) and,

· Teachers to pursue studies at post graduate level.  

The Faculty would also encourage the Federal Government to acknowledge Gifted Education as a high priority area and provide special funding through the ARC to improve the quality and scope of research in to issues of gifted education.

Finally, the Faculty would recommend that major funding be provided on a National basis to implement professional development programs in collaboration with professional organizations and associations with a stakeholding in gifted education.

Appendix 1

Base Statistics in Gifted Education at QUT.

	A.      In respect of pre-service teacher training: (answer with whichever measure is convenient and please specify which it is.  If it is units or points, please indicate how these approximate to contact hours).



	4. How many contact hours/units/points are there in the total course?


	The BEd course contains 48 x 12cp units = 384 including practice teaching 

	5. How many compulsory contact hours/units/points are there on special education (ie disabilities and slow learners)?


	Nil - some discussion in core Learning and Development units, and Practice Teaching Unit addresses inclusivity and special needs

	6. How many compulsory contact hours/units/points are there on gifted education?


	Nil - Addressed in one core Practice Teaching Unit as part of special needs.

	7. How many elective contact hours/units/points are there on special education?
	One unit addresses Teaching exceptional students.  Options exist within this unit to study gifted education in context of exceptionality.  Approximately 50 students undertake this course each annual offering. Total cohort 1100.



	8. How many elective contact hours/units/points are there on gifted education and approximately what proportion of your students take these?


	Nil

	Please answer separately for B.Ed. (Primary), B.Ed. (Secondary) and Dip.Ed. as applicable.

(Students in Primary, Early Childhood and Secondary Strands tend to share same unit in this area.)


	B. In respect of postgraduate training:



	1. Please briefly list your offerings in special education, if any.


	Graduate Diploma in Education (Learning Support): (enrolments approx 30)

Year 1, Semester 1

· LEB480 Research Methods in Education

· LEP523 Learners with Special Needs

· LEP525 Programming for students with Learning

· Difficulties/Disabilities

· PRP501 Curriculum: Learners with Special Needs

Year 1, Semester 2

· CLP501 Socio-cultural Issues in Education

· LEP524 Consultation & Communication

· LEP526 Literacy & Learning

· MDP529 Diagnostic Assessment & Remedial Intervention in Mathematics

Graduate Certificate in Education (Learning Support):

· CLP501 Socio-cultural Issues in Education 

· LEP523 Learners with Special Needs 

· LEP524 Consultation & Communication 

· LEP525 Programming for Students with Learning



	2. Please briefly list your offerings in gifted education, if any.
	Advanced Seminar Units offered on demand.
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