Appendix 5

Current Research in the NSW Department of Education and Training to Support Gifted and Talented Education Provision

Selective High Schools Entrance Assessment Process 

This study is investigating the validity, cost effectiveness and equity of the assessment instruments and selection processes used to determine student entry into selective high schools in NSW. The project will address the following questions:

· How valid are, and have been, the assessment instruments used to select academically gifted students into Selective High Schools in NSW?

· How cost effective and equitable are, and have been, the broad range of processes associated with the selection of academically gifted students into Selective High Schools in NSW?

Students' perceptions of school culture and student outcomes in NSW Selective High Schools
Students in years 7, 9 and 11 in NSW selective high schools are being surveyed in this research to assess their views on aspects of school culture and student outcomes. The study aims to answer the following questions:

· Is there a positive relationship between student perceptions of their school culture and (their perceptions of) student outcomes?

· Do the perceptions of students and principals coincide in terms of school culture and student outcomes?

· Do students have similar perceptions of their school culture?

A study of the Relations between Perfectionism and Academic Achievement in Intellectually Gifted Students 

There is scant evidence in the literature of systematic empirical investigation into the relationship between perfectionism and intellectually gifted students.  Little is known about the links between perfectionism and specific cognitive and affective components of intellectually gifted students' approaches to specific learning tasks and how they affect performance outcomes.  The study aims to provide empirical insights into the conceptualisation of both healthy and unhealthy forms of perfectionism and examines the relationship between perfectionism and intellectually gifted students.  More specifically, the study also aims to identify individual differences between healthy and unhealthy perfectionism by examining how such factors as motivation, anxiety and self-efficacy medicate the effects of perfectionism on learning outcomes.

Teacher attitudes to early entry and acceleration of gifted students
The study will survey 10 teachers at 10 primary schools using a questionnaire that was previously used in USA and NZ to gauge attitudes of teachers to acceleration and early entry of gifted students.  There is some anecdotal evidence to suggest that that teachers are hesitant to use acceleration as an educational strategy to meet the needs of gifted students.  The research will provide some information as to how best to change these negative attitudes.

The role of dynamic assessment in identifying high academic potential in Aboriginal students 

Research into methods of identifying gifted and talented Aboriginal students has been very limited. Standard static tests have been shown to be culturally inappropriate and generally unsuccessful in identifying Aboriginal students of high academic potential. This study is investigating the role that dynamic assessment can play in identifying high academic potential in Aboriginal children. A small number of case studies and measures of self-concept and locus of control will be carried out in order to ascertain any relationships that may exist between individual characteristics and high academic potential. The study aims to find a more effective means of identifying academic giftedness in Aboriginal children.

The study aims to answer the following questions:

· Can dynamic assessment be used to identify high academic potential in Aboriginal students?

· Is there a relationship between students who are identified as having academic potential and their self-concept and locus of control?

· Are there common characteristics in Aboriginal children who have been identified as having high academic potential?

Exploration of the Affective Outcomes of Placing Gifted and Talented Students in OC Classes
Using case methodology a year 5 cohort will be followed as the students enter an OC class, again halfway through Year 5, then again in Year 6. Any changes in social/emotional status will be explored. Teacher/s parents and the students will be interviewed, observed in class and tested using self-concept/personality questionnaires and peer rating scale.

The study will add to the general pool of knowledge regarding ability groupings for gifted and talented students' provision, but more importantly, it will break new ground by researching, at a personal level, the affective consequences of placing Australian gifted primary students into a full-time segregated class.

The identification and education of young gifted children: two years into schooling 

Ten children nominated by parents in 1995 as possibly gifted have been at school for almost two years. Research was conducted in 1997 to investigate issues of identification, assessment and school experiences.  Data included questionnaires completed by teachers and parents, a structured interview with each child and results of academic and ability measures. This study is reassessing the children and surveying the teachers, parents and children in order to more fully investigate the original research questions.

The study will provide some indication of the predictive value of instruments used for the identification of gifted children by focussing on:

· the predictive value of the tools used to assess giftedness in pre-school aged children;

· the appropriateness of parent nomination of 'possibly gifted';

· the child's maintenance of level of advancement in skills over time;

· the ease with which the learning needs of gifted children are recognised and met in the classroom.

