This submission is from

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

Lane Cove NSW
Postcode: 2066

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

it relates to the education of my son during the year 2000 when he was 9 years old

His IQ has been tested as 146

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Questionnaire
Options
Answer

1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education ?     Y/N
[N]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to teach gifted children?




Y/N
[N]

3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who has training in the education of gifted & talented students.   Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?
  Y/N
[N]

4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social & emotional needs of the gifted child?  


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers
A/B/C
[A]

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?
A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers
A/B/C
[B]

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential  Y/N
[N]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?

Y/N
[N)

8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?






Y/N
[Y]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading D=Other E=More than one subject 





A/B/C/D/E       [semi B]

10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students? 
Y/N
[N]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social & emotional well-being?




Y/N
[Y]

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students






Y/N
[Y]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 



  

Y/N   [it's obvious already]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes



Y/N
[Y]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[N]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes


Y/N
[OK]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 


Y/N
[Y]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 


& enrichment opportunities 




Y/N
[Y]

h) Extra funding for gifted education



Y/N
[Y]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My child needed to have appropriate acknowledgement for what he's good at just like the other kids who are good at say art are acknowledged.  The "tall poppy' syndrome - as practiced by other kids and seemingly nurtured by teachers and society at large -  has been devastating to his self esteem and his social acceptability.

As a result of this he has decided that using and enjoying his talents is pointless and 'dorky'.  Re-building his natural interest in academic topics will be a BIG project.

It is not enough to redeem his self-esteem nor his love of learning by attending occasional GERRIC workshops

My child's needs as someone outside the regular 2-standard-deviations of the bell-shaped norm haven't been supported at all at school.  Howcome these kids can't get support while children at the other extreme on the curve get plenty?  Remedying this has to come through government policy.

Despite his being extremel;y patriotic at the moment, Australia will lose this child (and many othere similar children) when he grows up - he'll take his brain and his focus and his abilities to a country that values them - and I'll encourage him

(mother)

