Questionnaire:

1.  Does your child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N  [n  ]

2.  Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to teach gifted children?
Y/N  [ n]

3.  Part of the government's strategy for the education of gifted and talented students is that: `After 1995 all schools, where feasible,
should seek to emply at least one teacher who has training in the education of gited and talented students.' Are any of the teachers at your school
trained in the education of gifed and talented students? Y/N  [  n]

4.  How many teachers at your school appear to understand the academic, social, and emotional needs of the gifted child?
A = No teachers   B = Some teachers  C = All teachers [ a]

5. How many teachers at your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?
A = No teachers   B = Some teachers  C = All teachers [  a]

6.  Does your school use a proceedure to identify students of high potential?
Y/N  [  n]

7.  Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is different from the non-gifted students in the classroom?
Y/N  [ n ]

8.  Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N  [ n ]

9.  Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping? 

A = None   B = Mathe   C = Reading   D = Other   E = More than one subject [A  ]

10.  Does your school provide mentorships for gifted studnets?
Y/N  [ n ]

11.  Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social and emotional well-being?
Y/N  [ y ]

12.  Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school: a)  All teacher qualifications should
include training in the education of gifted and talented students

Y/N [ y]

b)  Implementing a proceedure to identify students of high potential
Y/N  [ y ]

c)  Ability grouping in regular classes
Y/N  [ y ]

d)  Allowing accelerated progression through the grades
Y/N  [ y ]

e)  Compacting curriculum within regular classes
Y/N  [ y ]

f)  Providing mentorships for gifted students
Y/N  [y  ]

g)  Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum and enrichment opportunities
Y/N  [ y ]

h)  Extra funding for gifted education [y]

Append any other comments below:

Other questions suggested on OzGifted have included:

Your gifted child's current school    public
Your gifted child's current grade 2
Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education? No
If yes -  Did you change schools to obtain access to an appropriate education? Y
If yes - How many times? 3 times and it still isn't any good!

DEAR SIR/MADAM

 

I wish to add my comments.  I have a personal story that I wish all on the committee will read.  I doubt very much that they will believe it as it will seem very far fetched.  I guarantee it to be true.  Please telephone me to verify this. It is long and detailed but that is what you would expect from a gifted person.

 

My son attended creche up until the age of 3 where the creche told me that they couldn't cater for him anymore as he had completed all the pre school work.  I was advised to enrol him in an early learning centre.  I enrolled him at [CONFIDENTIAL] in [CONFIDENTIAL] (very expensive) at the age of 3 years and 3 months.

  

The pre school teacher believed that he had a learning disability as he was always challenging her and leading the others against her wishes.  He was recommeded to be fomally assessed by Department of Human Services.  There was a 12 month wait so when he was 4 years he was officially assessed.  It turned out that he did not have ADD or ADHD as the pre school teacher thought but he was "gifted".  

 

I was invited along to a gifted parents evening but I refused to believe that my 4 y.o was different, I just thought that he was an active child who was going through a hard time as we had separated from his father and he was having trouble adjusting.  His behaviour didn't change and the pre school teacher at the end of the year felt that he should stay in pre school another year so she could have some help as he was very influencial with the other children and it would help if he was an "assistant"  I think that is how it was told to me!.  Needless to say against their will I took him out of private school and enrolled him in a public school for prep.

 

I also enrolled him in a science class for gifted children on a Saturday where he had an absolute ball.  I took samples of this work into his new teacher at his new school for her to see what he is doing.  Needless to say it was a waste of time...

 

Prep year commenced and my son was assessed by the teacher at the school.  I was told that his behaviour was becoming unacceptable as he was fidgeting all the time and couldn't sit still and was becoming a distraction.  It was also told to me that he couldn't or in fact WOULDN'T do any work so he was sent out of the room for punishment into a different class. (Dont forget this is the child who was doing forensic science and biology on weekends at science club). It got to the stage that I was called in as he was sent to the principle for misbehaving.  The teacher said that she could cope with a crying child, or one who yelled and had tantrums but as my child sat on the floor with his arms crossed and did a silent protest for the whole of the day, he was encouraging the older children to "misbehave" so she threatened to send him to the principle.  My sons' reaction was, "well I'm only 5 so what is he going to do about it, he can't expell me now can he?.  He was sent out of the room at least 1-2 times per week into other classes after this comment.  

 

I was told that my son could not read or write and so I went to a private educator who specialises in "giftedness" and she offerred to come to the school for half and hour per week to work with him..  After meeting with the vice principle and early years person the request was refused.  I tried for 3 terms to have this person instigate sessions.  I then wanted to take my son out of class for 1 hour per week to go to this persons house and was told by the school that this is not allowed. As soon as my son started coming home from school after being teased and bullied by the bigger kids as he talked like them but was in preps...I took my son out of school after term 3 and moved him to another school.

 

I again took this specialist person with me to an interview with the vice prinicple, early learning co-ordinator etc. etc and again at this new school I was refused assistance from this person as my sons' "WIPSY" showed that it was inconclusive even though he had a 57%, 72%, 86% and 97% on the percentile they did not take notice of this score. 

 

He settled into his new class and was assessed with his reading.  Surprise Surprise, he could actually read after all!.  He had been reading childrens novels at home.  At school he got the beginner books,  I took in the Disney books and the books from his own library at home to show them what he was reading.  I was told as it wasn't part of the curriculum he wouldn't be allowed to reaad it. (at school of course).  My son then started becoming disruptive (again) and unfortunately had the reputation of becoming the very first preppy in the history of the school to get a dentention.  All this and within one term.

 

The next school year started and my son (now in grade 1) started refusing to go to school, he would come home and swear at me and also get more detentions.  By mid year I went to the vice principle as I had had enough.  I was asked to come to a meeting to get a "plan" instigated whereby my son modifies his behaviour.  eg: after dinner he has to do chores before watching TV etc.   I was disgusted.  We don't have television at night.....I told them this and they wanted to know what we did in the evenings.  I then told them of the routine my son has.  He comes home and goes up a tree and makes up games. He has his dinner and then we have discussion or he works on his projects.  These would be the adult crosswords or wordfind books that are sold in the newsagent, he also works on his computer or surfs the internet.  

 

The school suggested that as I was a single mother I may be feeling a bit stressed out and it could affect my son so they asked for another meeting where I turned up and there was the Principle, Vice Principle, Teacher, and local school Psychologist.  They all felt that I was quite stressed and this was affecting my son so he should be referred to the Alfred CAMHS (child and adolescent mental health service).  for a course of counselling for both of us!.

 

I contacted Rhonda Collins Parents of Gifted and Talented children, who agreed to be an advocate for me at the next meeting.  She also was surprised at the thought of  them wanting my son to go to a mental health institution at the ripe old age of 6!

 

The outcome was that we went to this service.  During this time with the Doctor, I asked to see my sons' history and plan for what treatment they would be doing as it is my right.  This was refused as I was told that it wouldn't make a difference and it may make it worse.  I was exceptionally "Hostile" towards this service and made this known at each visit.  My child in the end did not want to go to his "appointments" as he didn't like how the other children referred to them at school.

 

It is now another year that has gone by and he is now in grade 2 with what I feel is a dynamic teacher.  I went to a parent information evening and she told me my child was a "sponge" and that he didn't need a "reader" as he brings his own condensed books into class and reads them instead of the childrens books.  He is also writing creatively and asks lots of questions.  

 

I am changing schools again as we are moving to the country.  I asked this teacher if she could do a full assessment prior to my sons moving schools, she said that he would benefit from going up a grade.  I asked why they didn't do that this year, her answer was that they didn't want to move him from his peer group.  

 

I know that this story has been long but I have been so,so frustrated.  When I was in primary school, I was put up into grade 6 when I was in grade 3 as they had "streams".  When I got to high school there were no streams and I was an "A" grade student with attitude so much so that I was "asked to leave" when I turned 15.  I DO NOT WANT THIS TO HAPPEN TO MY SON!!!


I hope you do something positive to change peoples' perceptions towards what they see as "naughty little disruptive children" and take notice of the parents.  The discrimination has to change, just because I am a single mother does not automatically mean that I am "stressed out". Would you consent to having your bright eager child sent to mental health institution at the age of 6? I don't think so!.  I went as I felt that I had no choice and did not want any recourse from the school regarding ignoring their "advice" down the track if anything further happens with my son, also it is amunition for them to take action to remove him from school again if i didn't take their "advice".  I hate being put in a position where I am given no options...especially when it comes to the most important thing in my life.  My son.

 

I am a professional person working within the medical system.  I teach at University as well as finishing off my Masters and have been invited to undertake my PhD.  I am disgusted that I am also "seen" to be in the same group that "single mothers" are put in when they have "problems with their child"

 

I am willing to discuss this with anyone on the Committee.  Please do not hesitate to contact me.  If I could educate my child at home I would do this but unfortunately I am not in a financial position at present.  

[NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED]

