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Senate Employment, Workplace Relations, Small Business and Education References Committee

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The education of gifted and talented children

On behalf of Kaleen Primary School, in the ACT, we are responding to the Committee's invitation for expressions of interest for the inquiry into the Education of Gifted and Talented Children. 

Kaleen Primary School has been operating programs for the special needs of gifted and talented students since 1991. 

During this period of time we have become aware of several issues relating to the educational needs of gifted and talented students, especially in relation to adequate provisions available in the ACT. 

Our school operates parallel classes for gifted students in Years 1 to 6, and these many students from other government and non-government schools. Parents are actively seeking schools which meet the special needs of their gifted students. Their critical decision to move their children, at great personal inconvenience, has been driven by the realisation that their children have been academically, socially and emotionally disadvantaged by not having equitable access to programs appropriate to their special needs.  In fairness to those other schools, their inability to provide relevant provisions is due to lack of appropriate teacher training in gifted education at the tertiary level in the ACT. The teachers of the gifted classes at our school have all received their training in tertiary institutions with specialised gifted and talented programs, outside the ACT.  

Unless all States and Territories across Australia provide the same level of extensive teacher training in gifted education, as is available in several universities in New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and Victoria, many students across Australia will continue to be deprived of the education adequate to their special needs. These children are being disadvantaged because access to gifted and talented programs in this country is not provided equitably.   

Often it is not until the frustration experienced by these children erupts into violent and constant disruptive behaviour that they are recognised as having special needs. It has been at times that exasperated parents of these children have brought them to our school. Once immersed into programs that cater for their emotional, social and academic needs these students have begun to enjoy school and become more settled in the classroom and playground. Working in this challenging, enriching environment with peers similar to themselves, these students have begun to achieve academically and develop a sense of self-worth, often for the first time in their lives.

All students have special needs and for all students to receive an equitable chance of achieving academic and social fulfillment, there must be adequate provisions in all states and territories of Australia for all students, including gifted and talented students. Only a few states, such as New South Wales, offer the specialised classes and schools that can adequately meet the needs for gifted and talented students. Unless students are offered educational programs at the level of challenge and breadth according to their intellectual capacity these students are underachieving academically, often desperately below their ability.

It is the proper role of the Federal Government to ensure that all students receive a level of education that ensures an adequate level of achievement. At present many gifted and talented students in Australia are not receiving equitable access to a level of education appropriate to their needs. In order to overcome this disparity the Federal Government has an obligation to put into action a plan that ensures adequate teacher training in gifted education and equitable access to relevant school programs for all gifted and talented students across Australia. 
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