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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[ N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[ N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[ Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[ B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[ B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[ N
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
N
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[ Y
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 C
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 N
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[ Y
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[ Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[ Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[ Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[ Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[ Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[ Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[ Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[ Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On the onset I would like to say that we are fortunate to at least have a principal at The Hornsby North School, who is approachable and has an open mind and an acceptance of “gifted children”. However, I have found that considering the way the system works she is only able to do so much where it comes to extending or enriching gifted students. It just boils down to the teacher and if she is prepared to dedicate extra time and effort in meeting the needs of gifted children.  Therefore, there is nothing specifically available in a classroom for these children.  I find it is a constant battle year after year to ensure that our son is just kept challenged and his enthusiasm to learn is not crushed by just doing the same old things with which some of the other children are struggling.

There is ample acceptance and encouragement available for children who are handicapped or have a problem (Down Syndrome, ADD etc), which is wonderful and heartening to see.  Why is it then that an under performing child needs help and special attention and not a child who is on the other end of the scale and is suffering from similar problems?  Why is mediocrity more acceptable?  Why shouldn’t excellence be encouraged?

One of the suggestions could be to have a school in each area that specializes in the education of gifted children.  There should be a regular system in place to identify these children and directed to the right facilities, thus creating a widespread acceptance that these children also have special needs and they need to be addressed urgently.
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