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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[
N]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?
N

4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[
A]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[
A]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[
Y]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[

N]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[
Y]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 
E]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
 
N]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[
Y]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[
Y]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[
Y]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[
Y]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[
Y]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[
Y]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[
Y]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[
Y]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[
Y]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I am a teacher in the private sector who is trained in Gifted education. My 16-year-old daughter attends Penrith High School, an academic selective high school. My older daughter, now at University, also attended there until 1998.

Both girls had a gifted peer group and some fine teachers at Penrith High. However, after 8 years of Parent Teacher interviews and school occasions I only ever met one of my girls’ teachers who had special training or even an intelligent interest in the identification of or catering for the special needs of Gifted children. He had been to at least one inservice by the Department of School Education. He was the Gifted & Talented “Coordinator” and told me he had one period’s relief from face to face teaching to enable him to do this. He left the school in 1997. I do not know who holds the position now.

I reiterate that the girls have had many highly professional, dedicated and talented teachers. The Executive of Penrith High are highly professional, committed to the welfare of their students and always helpful.

A mentor program for underachievers was instituted several years ago but did not seem to cater for many students.

Twice members of the School Executive told me that “We don’t have many gifted students here.”

My older daughter, who is demonstrably Gifted, underachieved hugely for 6 years at Penrith High. I believe that this was directly due to the Government’s failure to provide her with teachers trained to meet the unique educational and social/emotional needs of cognitively gifted students. She is now doing Honours in her BA at Sydney Uni.

Why do we identify Gifted students, collect them together and then provide them only with teachers who have no idea what a Gifted child needs? Certainly the research shows that this is better for them than attending a comprehensive school and learning in a mainstream population with few academic peers. However, I believe that the Government has a clear responsibility to demand that only appropriately trained teachers teach these children. 

It is ironic that the school, which employs me, Coverdale Christian School at Riverstone, provides an appropriate education for Gifted students for a comparatively low fee of approximately $550 per term. Coverdale has 4 teachers trained or training currently in Gifted Education.

I sent my daughters to a State High School in order that they might mix with students of all religious persuasions. I thought this would make them into young women who see all people as equal and who value the contributions made to our society by people from a variety of backgrounds. I was right. Penrith High did a fine job in this regard.

I sent them to a Selective High School because I thought it would meet the educational and social/emotional needs of Gifted students. I was wrong. Underachievers are not catered for in my experience at Penrith High.

Suzanne Plume, Coordinator, Gifted & Talented Program, Coverdale Christian School

Dip Teach (Toorak SCV) B.Ed (specialising in Gifted Ed) C.S.U. Bathurst

Currently completing M.Ed (Gifted Ed) at UNSW (including Certificate of Gifted Education)
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