Senate Committee Inquiry Submission (Feb - 2001)

Email: eet.sen@aph.gov.au


Name:
Karen Jensen
Phone: 9490 5280

Postal Address:
14 Bonanza Crt HUNTINGDALE 6110
Postcode:6110

Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[Y
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[Y
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[B
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[Y
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[Y
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[Y
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
 E
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[Y 
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[N
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[Y   ]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[Y    ]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to say that we are very happy with the education and support that our gifted child has been 

receiving at our local primary school – Huntingdale Primary School (Western Australia). However, I feel

that this might be just a case of our good fortune of living in the local area of a school with an OUTSTANDING principal and supporting staff team. I have spoken with many parents that do not seem to receive the support and

respect that our family does – I believe we are in the very small minority. The principal (Edd Black) at our school looks at what can be done to support our child in his education and goes outside of the ordinary boundaries to achieve this. Our son was tested (IQ) by a district supplied psychologist at the suggestion of our school Principal, he is allowed to join the Year 7 class for Mathematics several times a week and is fully accepted by the Teacher and other students (our child is in Year 4). Our child has entered the PEAC program a grade early because he was tested at the Prinicipal’s suggestion and has been in the local and state paper (organised by our Principal) several times celebrating his past academic successes.

Each year our Principal takes the time to sit down with my husband and I to discuss the specific Teacher and class that we feel will provide the best possible fit for our child the following year. We could not be more thrilled with our local primary school and expect that this situation will continue in the future.

I know that there is room for a great deal of improvement in the area of gifted education, for example, Teacher training and funding. However, I have prepared this submission to illustrate that there are some dedicated professional educators out there who have the passion and foresight to do their utmost to ensure gifted children are catered for and accepted despite the constraints they may face.
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