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Questionnaire
Options
Answer
1. Does your gifted child have access to an appropriate education?
Y/N
[
N
]

2. Do you feel that regular teachers at your school have the training that is needed to
Y/N
[
N
]

teach gifted children?







3. Part of the Governments Strategy for the education of gifted & talented students is that: Y/N
[
N
]

After 1995 all schools, where feasible, should seek to employ at least one teacher who  

has training in the education of gifted & talented students. 

Are any of the teachers at your school trained in the education of gifted & talented students?


4. How many teachers in your school appear to understand the academic, social &
A/B/C
[
A
]

emotional needs of the gifted child?


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

5. How many teachers in your school are approachable with respect to gifted issues?

A/B/C
[
B
]


A = No teachers
B =Some teachers
C=All teachers

6. Does your school use a procedure to identify students of high potential?

Y/N
[
N
]

7. Is it common for gifted children in your school to receive a curriculum that is
Y/N
[
N
]

different to the non-gifted students in the classroom?


8. Is accelerated progression through grades an option for gifted students at your school?
Y/N
[
Y
]

9. Which subject(s) are taught using ability grouping?
A/B/C/D/E
[
C
]

A=None
B=Maths
C=Reading
D=Other
E=More than one subject


10. Does your school provide mentorships for gifted students?

Y/N
[
N
]

11. Do you believe that your gifted child's education has been damaging to his/her social
Y/N
[
Y
]

& emotional well-being?

12. Please indicate which of the following you believe would assist gifted children in your school:

a) All teacher qualifications include training in the education of gifted & talented students
Y/N
[
Y
]

b) Implementing a procedure to identify students of high potential 

Y/N
[
Y
]

c) Ability grouping in regular classes

Y/N
[
Y
]

d) Allowing accelerated progression through the grades

Y/N
[
Y
]

e) Compacting curriculum within regular classes

Y/N
[
Y
]

f) Providing mentorships for gifted students 

Y/N
[
Y
]

g) Special classes for gifted children to allow compacting of curriculum 

Y/N
[
Y
]

& enrichment opportunities

h) Extra funding for gifted education

Y/N
[
Y
]

Append any other comments below this line:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This questionnaire has been answered based on the school that my child attended in 2000. I believe that every child has the right to an appropriate education. A differentiated curriculum for gifted students, which includes ability & interest grouping, should be a right not a privilege. Gifted children's ability should be nurtured & they should have the opportunity to mix with like-minded children of the same mental age. From my knowledge this is not a reality for most gifted children in Australian schools. My school was typical of most schools in Australia - it had an ad-hoc approach to gifted education without a commitment to increasing their understanding of any of the issues regarding gifted children.

My son Jerrad, was diagnosed as being very bright by an IQ test that was suggested by his pre-school teacher, who had a gifted child of her own. Everyone had thought he was sweet, polite, very mature but too sensitive & needed to "toughen up" & was unusually knowledgeable with an advanced vocabulary but was obviously emotionally & socially immature because he found it hard to find friends at pre-school. We kept him back at pre-school an extra year because we were told he may have found it difficult to find common interests with his age piers in kindergarten. When he finally did start school he was immediately accelerated into first year & after two years at school he was in grade four.

Jerrad's self-esteem, interest in learning & school in general, has decreased as the years have passed. He is generally misunderstood by his teacher's & other student's, as he appears to be in a dream for most of the day.  He often prefers adult company, as they understand his very mature jokes & general conversation - it upsets him when other children don't understand him. He is not particularly good at sport but children who are gifted at sport are praised generously, while those who are academically gifted are taught not to be proud of their gifts, as this would be "showing off". What is so unfair is that his gift is not valued by our culture & he & other's like him become aware of this at an early age.

In Australia we have a lot to be proud of - we are aware that our natural resources are valuable & seek to protect our environment, we are also very generous with our support for the under privileged either physically, mentally handicapped or financially desperate. The cognitively gifted fall into both of these categories - they are under privileged because they have special needs, as their educational & emotional  needs are significantly different to most of the population & they are a natural resource because they have the potential to contribute vast amounts of expertise in their area of interest. Why is it then, that we do not recognise their very special gifts & thus their potential to add to this countries wealth, alongside the arts, music & sport?

There has been an early intervention program for children with learning difficulties for many years now. Why don't we have similar programs for gifted children, to reduce the damage of going unnoticed? We were lucky because Jerrad happened to go to a pre-school where one of the teacher's had been through a very distressing time with her boy & his school, because his needs as a gifted child were not recognised & he was becoming unsettled & getting into trouble. Unfortunately Jerrad's giftedness was only brought to our attention after we had chose to keep him at pre-school an extra year.

Why don't we require as much knowledge about giftedness to be incorporated in a teacher's professional development, as we require other special educational knowledge? Why don't we have a minimum standard of requirement for each school to adhere to, with respect to the understanding & implementation of suitable educational practices & programs for gifted children?  If there are only guidelines & not enforced requirements then it is too easy for some schools to put gifted education in the "too hard basket".

Why isn't gifted education part of special education & given similar funding? Surely it should be a requirement that all school counselors have a minimum qualification of a post-graduate in gifted education. We were referred to a councelor for Jerrad's last grade acceleration & we soon became aware of her obvious lack of knowledge about giftedness. She was very knowledgable about learning disabled children but passed the comment, "Does it matter if he switches off for a number of years, surely he will just switch back on again some time?" I think she believes that bright children are similar to light bulbs! A lovely kind lady but her lack of understanding of gifted children's needs hardly made her qualified to make suggestions about a possible educational plan for Jerrad.
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