Submission Into The Education Of Gifted And Talented Children
“Wholehearted commitment to the development of human potential through gifted education will provide a much-needed solution to some of the problems facing society in the new millenium.” (“Draft Submission Of The Queensland Association For Gifted And Talented Children Inc. (QAGTC) On The education of gifted and talented children”, 2001)

Research suggests that most gifted and talented students spend their day in mainstream classroom settings (Cox, Daniel, & Boston, 1985). Unfortunately and despite their best intentions, many teachers are poorly equipped to meet the diverse needs of such students, particularly those gifted students who may underachieve. These students must be involved in educational experiences that are challenging and appropriate to their needs and achievement levels. The best place to begin is in the mainstream classroom with a teacher who has been supported by effective professional development and a meaningful curriculum. 

The characteristics of Gifted and Talented students suggest a variety of teaching strategies are appropriate (The Association for Gifted, 1989). Accelerated pacing strategies aim to stimulate gifted and talented students to learn and, therefore,  require flexible approaches (Daniel & Cox, 1988) such as skill grouping, curricular compacting, contracting, and learning which caters for differences in personality types, learning styles and types of intelligences. 

Given the importance of supporting all teachers to better meet the learning needs of Gifted and Talented students, we would urge priority funding increases to the areas of:

1.
Identification of Gifted and Talented students, particularly those who underachieve and particularly at an early age. We would endorse the QAGTC claims that:

· There is an identified need for more focus on early intervention. 

· No attention is being paid to identification of underachieving gifted. 

· There is a lack of understanding of how impairments can prevent identification. There is no funding for research into the masking of potential by other characteristics such as disengagement, inattention, untidiness. (“Draft Submission Draft Submission Of The Queensland Association For Gifted And Talented Children Inc. (QAGTC) On The education of gifted and talented children”, 2001).

2.
Teacher Professional Development. The Commonwealth role in gifted education could be greatly enhanced by the funding of on-going, meaningful training and professional development for teachers in all aspects of gifted education. 

We would recommend that the education of Gifted and Talented students in all Australian schools to achieve their potential be a national priority with appropriate funding, and that an integral part of achieving this goal must be a commitment to ensuring that every Australian teacher can effectively identify and cater for Gifted and Talented students in the mainstream classroom.
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