Parent and Friends Association 

Penguin Primary School

Ironcliffe Road

Penguin Tas 7316

23rd February 01

To:

The Secretary

Senate Employment, Workplace Relations,

Small Business and Education References Committee

Suite S1.61 Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Sir,

It is with pleasure that the Penguin Primary School Parents and Friends make a submission to you on the needs of Gifted Education in our schools.  

1.
The Most Important Issue is:

ensure that gifted students have the opportunities to reach their potential in the school system.  

This requires:

Ongoing professional development of teachers who need to be exposed to:

· the definition of “gifted”

· the categories of giftedness

· strategies for identification of gifted students

· strategies for providing learning experiences which match their readiness and needs (including the drawing up of individual educational plans)

· resources available

Resourcing for additional support.  In recent years teachers have been faced with (appropriately) more demanding expectations in curriculum, assessment and reporting as well as  increased behavioural management issues in the classroom.  These increased demands impinge on the capacity of the teacher to address the needs of the gifted student.  It is feared that their real needs (educational and social objectives) are often compromised by the practical pressures experienced by classroom teachers.  Resourcing  in primary schools should come in the form of additional teacher and/or aide support.

There is an Equity issue. The Majority of  students are well served by  a rich, comprehensive curriculum across the major areas:  Mathematics, English, Technology (including Computer learning), Arts, LOTE, Science and SOSE.  However, programs for the gifted are not so rich because of the factors (mentioned in paragraph 2) militating against appropriate delivery and learning experience.  Not only might their true potential be lost to our economy (through underexposure to challenging learning experiences) but they lose out on what is arguably their right:  to experience a rich and diverse curriculum according to their needs. 

In the first School Newsletter of the year, our school Principal Mr Jim Rudling wrote:

“I look forward to …… supporting you and your children’s teachers in ensuring all our students maximize their learning outcomes”.  Gifted children have an equal right to this maximisation.

2.
Suggestions for Improving Services to Gifted Students:

Ensure that gifted students have the opportunities to reach their potential in the school system.  This requires:

Systematic identification of gifted students in school.  Schools need to administer nationally approved instruments for this purpose.  There may be a need to develop such instruments at national level.  

Rationale:  No student with gifted attributes should be overlooked at any stage in their years of schooling.

Professional Development for all teachers.  Exposing all teachers to professional development in Gifted Education will ensure a complete saturation of the modern  approaches to Gifted Students  and more structured  (less ad hoc) implementation of systems to address the needs of gifted students.  

Rationale:  To date, it would seem that only a few selected teachers have been able to benefit from professional development related to Gifted Education.

Resourcing.   In primary schools, gifted students require different strategies of support, some of which will require the provision of teacher and/or aide personnel.  

Rationale:  Though there are several strategies which can be adopted by the classroom teacher, there is clearly a need for additional support which will allow the gifted student to remain appropriately challenged (and not disaffected) by the formal education system.
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