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I am a high school teacher and the mother of gifted children.  





My experience of a public high school and a public primary school is that they don’t yet have a policy on gifted education. 





I have found that some teachers think that a student needs to be tested with an IQ test before curriculum should be differentiated for them and this testing is very difficult to access because of lack of staff.  Teachers seem to have no problem making modifications to curriculum for the benefit of struggling students.  They wouldn’t expect these students to work at the same pace as students of average ability but they don’t display the same understanding of the needs of the students with high ability.   I feel that students who are able to master parts of the curriculum more quickly than others should not have to work at the pace set by the teacher.  They need to have a different, more appropriate programme. Many students are bored with the pace of the work.  Gifted students shouldn’t have to do everything the others do and then some more. I have found that many teachers think they are catering to gifted students by giving them extra work to do when the basic work is done.  Teachers must realise that gifted students require a total reconsideration of the basic course. 





Much more recognition (in teacher time and money) is given to the needs of the less able students than is given to the gifted students.  Schools get money for Category A students and resources such as aide time are made available for Category B students but very little is provided within the school for gifted students.  It seems to me that schools are trying to help the majority of students become average and the less able students to improve, but they are forgetting to consider the needs of the most able students in the school.  These people will be the leaders of the future but they are left to work at an inappropriate pace and level and without all the resources which are given to the people of lesser ability.  We don’t want to have Australia the mediocre country where we are proud that everyone can read and write.  We want more for our country.  If we are to be the intelligent country we need to teach specifically to those intelligent people sometimes.





Individual teachers within the two schools I know have been left to decide for themselves what to do about gifted students.  Most seem to have decided that since there are so many needy students at one end of the spectrum who are struggling to achieve they don’t have the time, expertise or resources to do anything special with the gifted students.





I am a teacher and the only education I have had on gifted students has been self taught.  I have been implementing techniques specifically designed for gifted students and have found that few teachers in my school use these techniques.  Teachers need to be taught how to help gifted students.   I am aware that of all the students I teach it is the most able students who will learn least if I don’t differentiate the curriculum for them.  I have to always consider the learning needs of the student and not the content which I am meant to cover.  I think that many teachers confuse teaching the students and the students’ learning.  There are too many days when students don’t learn because they have not been taught appropriately.





In order to provide better education for gifted students first of all schools must recognise that they exist and therefore to specifically provide for them.  Provision should be in the form of teacher education so teachers are providing appropriate curriculum.  I don’t advocate wholesale withdrawal of gifted students so teachers need to learn how to include gifted students in their lesson planning.  Withdrawal, however, should be offered in some instances so the gifted student can interact with students of similar abilities.  This would involve more money for their schooling.





I have been thinking how schools organise people on the basis of age rather than ability.  In sport, music and art often it is people of similar ability who are grouped together.  The gifted musician or athlete is not required to stay one year at each level before they may progress to the next level.  They are moved through the levels according to their ability.  If a child has mastered the necessary course work and has studied in depth many areas of the curriculum why must he/she wait a whole year before being allowed to work at the next level?





Whenever I mention the subject of acceleration to teachers they argue that acceleration may lead to social and emotional difficulties in the child. I feel that acceleration can actually have social and emotional benefits because the student is challenged at an appropriate level and studies with others of similar abilities.  My son (aged 6) has not found people of similar abilities to play with.  I would like him to interact with others of his own intellectual and academic level but this would mean his mixing with boys about four years’ older than him. I am worried he will become frustrated and give up trying to please because he has had to do things which he already knows and is not being challenged in his thinking. I am very worried that if my son’s gifts are not nurtured and his social/emotional development supported, he may lose the motivation to learn. 





Many programmes available in the two schools with which I am connected are designed to enrich all students and don’t allow outstanding students to excel.  Extension, or going deeper into an area, is absent.  Consideration of higher order thinking is not given.  What I have found is that many programmes are really for motivated able students and not actually for the outstanding students.
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