Monash University submission to the Senate Inquiry on the Education of Gifted and Talented Children


Monash University recognises the uniqueness of gifted and talented children and that they have special needs. In some cases early access to tertiary education may be appropriate. However the University does not believe that the needs of such children are best met through on campus study at university.
Outlined below are three distinct aspects that detail the University's position:
· Monash University Age Requirements 
· Enhancement Studies Program 
· Transition to University 
Monash University - Age Requirements

University Policy on the Age of Admission

An applicant must be at least 18 years of age by 31 December in the year of enrolment unless the applicant:
a) will turn at least 17 years of age by 31 December in the year of enrolment and has achieved an ENTER of at least 95; 
b) will turn at least 17 years of age by 31 December in the year of enrolment and has not achieved an ENTER of at least 95 AND has the approval of the Dean of the faculty; or
c) is more than one year younger than the age requirement and has achieved an ENTER of at least 95 AND has the approval of the Dean of the faculty. 
Where an applicant does not meet the above criteria but would otherwise have been offered a place they may (with faculty approval) be offered a place or they will be offered a deferred place to be taken up when the age criteria are met.

Enhancement studIES program 
The University offers an Enhancement Studies Program through which gifted and talented secondary school students have the opportunity to experience university life and receive credit for the studies taken. This program provides a challenge for very able students and allows them to extend their learning opportunities.  It enables a staged introduction to university life that encourages a successful transition to tertiary study, while allowing these students to complete secondary study with their own age cohort.

The University provides 'enhancement' studies in a group of selected Victorian schools to students who progress through their secondary schooling at an accelerated rate in certain subject areas. Such students might complete one or two of their unit 3 and 4 studies while in Year 11 (or earlier) and undertake university level studies in that subject area while completing the rest of their secondary schooling in Year 12. The result obtained in the enhancement subject may be counted in place of a sixth VCE study in determining the VCE score used for determining the student's equivalent national tertiary entrance rank (ENTER). 
Students enrolling in a university course for which the 'Enhancement' subject contributes to course completion would be  given credit for that subject – thus they have the opportunity to make accelerated progress. 


For further information consult the Enhancement Studies Program web page at http://www.monash.edu.au/pso/enhancement/

and the program guide (http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/enhancement/) or email to the Prospective Students Office: enhancement@adm.monash.edu.au
An alternative for students who wish to pursue tertiary study is Open Learning Australia (http://www.ola.edu.au/).
transition  to university 



The strategies of the Monash Transition Program (http://www.adm.monash.edu.au/transition/) are founded on research that identifies one of the essential determinants in a successful adjustment to university to be 'social transition'. Much of this is based on Maslow's 'hierarchy of needs' which identifies 'belonging' (social needs) to be so fundamental as to immediately follow the attainment of physiological and safety needs. 
Academically able students who do not proceed beyond the first-year of university generally fail to do so because they have not become engaged with the university, their particular course, subjects and people at a specific campus. Academic achievement is only one aspect of students' transition to university. It does not necessarily assist in enculturating students into the teaching and learning styles, life, procedures, practices and culture of the university. 

The attrition rate is acknowledged to be, conservatively, one-third of all commencing students who are 'of an age'. Admitting students younger than the age stipulated by University policy, gifted and talented though they may be, is not likely to produce the desired outcomes – for either the institution or the students. 
The learning of gifted and talented children can, and should be, extended and their uniqueness celebrated positively – this is not possible in a university environment. Feelings of isolation, alienation and dissonance are more likely to inhibit gifted and talented children rather than promote their creativity.
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