CURRICULUM PROSPECTUS

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The central aim of the programme is to provide educational experiences of an appropriate type and quality for that group of children identified through the selection procedures as highly gifted, who, by virtue of their outstanding abilities, are capable of high academic performance, and who, as a result of these abilities, require a differentiated educational programme.

The detailed objectives of the programme are to enable these children: 

· to develop and extend their higher level mental processes, in particular, their capacity to use problem-solving resources, their understanding and use of divergent thinking processes and their ability to apply creative solutions, to the point where they can work as effective independent thinkers

· to develop ease and facility in communication

· to develop a positive motivational attitude towards and stimulation of interest in a wide variety of studies and fields

· to develop knowledge gained in prescribed and individual areas of study

· to reach a level of self-understanding in and through their expression of individual talents in school work, extra-curricular activities and general interests; to give a vision of personal excellence and of the satisfaction of giving their gifts for society 

· to develop socially and emotionally through the growth of scholarly habits, social interaction and growth in general psychological health

· to participate actively in an acceleration programme which has been adapted, revised and produced as a written guideline to help achieve these aims.

INTEGRATION

The group of students in the Acceleration Programme are part of the normal life of University High School and it is expected that they will participate actively in the total life of the school.  Their total programme has been organised over the five year period so that, while parts of their curriculum and organisation will allow them to undertake considerable acceleration, they will also have the opportunity to participate in other groups and activities within the total life of the school. 

CURRICULUM SUMMARY
FIRST YEAR

(i)
The model is based on 60 sessions/two week organisation of The University High School.

(ii)
The following subject/time allotments per two week cycle will be followed by all students in the group:


SUBJECT AREA




PERIODS/WEEK


Art 
4



English
8


Information Technology
6


Latin
6


Mathematics
8


Music
4


Physical Education
4


Research Skills
8


Science
8


Sport and Health
4




__





60




__

(iii)
In Years 2 and 3 the curriculum model will allow for the development of other subject disciplines together with a degree of choice.

(iv)
The following short curriculum statements are provided in each area of the Year 1 curriculum for the information of parents.








KEY LEARNING AREA
:
THE ARTS

SUBJECT
:
VISUAL ART

YEAR LEVEL
:
7 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
5
STRANDS

The Visual Arts CSF has three strands (sub-strands) that outline the core areas of learning:

· Creating, making and presenting

· Arts criticism and aesthetics

· Past and present contexts

CONTENT

The practical course will introduce a breadth of two and three dimensional experiences, such as drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, collage and construction.  Where appropriate, computer design tasks will be included.  Students will use a variety of starting points, including observation, imagination, personal experience and research, to express their ideas creatively.  They will explore a range of visual arts techniques and processes, using the art elements and principles of visual composition in the structure of their art work.

In addition, students will develop skills in art criticism and aesthetics through describing, analysing, interpreting and evaluating their own and the art work of others.

ASSESSMENT

The school-based grades reflect the faculty assessment of selected tasks drawn from the CSF curriculum:

· Exploration and development of ideas

· Skills and techniques

· Analysis of art works

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   ENGLISH

SUBJECT



:   ENGLISH

YEAR LEVEL


:   7  ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   5/6

STRANDS AND MODES
English teaching in the CSF system still centres around the three traditional modes of Reading, Writing and Speaking/Listening.  The content of English is, as it has always been, the ‘texts spoken, read, viewed and written.’  This is the Texts strand of the CSF.  The English course aims to challenge the students with increasingly rich and complex texts; to offer them the experience of a wide variety of viewpoints and texts (the Contextual Understanding strand); to make them increasingly aware of the way language works (the Linguistic structures and Features strand); and to encourage them to use the language as a means of learning and of critically rethinking what they have learned (the Strategies strand).

CONTENT

The set texts include Julius Caesar, the Lord of the Flies, a variety of short stories and a cinema studies unit.  Students are introduced to the complexities of themes and styles of writing; to go beyond plot analysis.  Students should maintain an up-to-date list of wide reading, which includes written and oral assignments.  Journal work, creative writing and formal expression exercises will be scheduled regularly throughout the year.  Students are introduced to basic linguistics such as syntax, phonetic and semantics.  The course also develops verbal communication skills with role playing, impromptu talks and rehearsed and researched presentations.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is focused on the three modes: Reading, Writing and Speaking/Listening.  The following are assessed:

· Creative writing exercises.  Students are encouraged to re-read their work critically and to redraft where necessary.

· Flexible assignments connected to the set reading material.

· Written exercises designed to extend vocabulary and to clarify grammatical problems.

· Wide reading.  Students’ abilities to use the library and to be venturesome in reading, are assessed.

· Oral communication: the ability to speak clearly and usefully, and to listen and to process information.

KEY LEARNING AREA   
:    TECHNOLOGY

SUBJECT

    
    
:    INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

YEAR LEVEL

    
:    7 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

    
:    5/6

CONTENT

Investigation of what a computer system is, what it can do and how it does it.  Students will gain experience with a range of applications and will be encouraged to develop efficient work practices and an understanding of accepted standards of presentation and finish.

Current trends will be investigated in the context of their historical development, and issues arising from the application of information technologies will be discussed.

Also emphasised will be the notion that the computer is a tool which should meet the requirements of its user, and not vice versa.

COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction to the UHS local area network, user ID’s and passwords, file management and printing.

Document publication using a word processor (and possible DTP) - posters, text-style documents, letters, newsletters, etc.

Presentations, including simple information files, interactive presentations and computer supported verbal presentations.

Computer programming (using Visual Basic) introducing object oriented programming involving the processing of objects by manipulation of their properties, and programming structures such as loops, branches, cases etc.

Internet publishing, including the creation of a personal home page, e-mail, web browsing and the use of search engines.

Using a spreadsheet to store, process and present numerical data, entering and formatting text, numbers and formulae, the use of mathematical, statistical and other functions.

Using a database management system to store and process data, define queries, generate reports.

Creating graphics, the difference between bitmaps and vector graphics, JPEG, GIF and TIFF files.

ASSESSMENT

Pieces of work generated by the students will be graded during the year and they will receive constant verbal feedback on their progress through each task.  The four sub-strands of the Technology KLA (investigating, designing, producing and evaluating) will be taken into consideration.  On their reports, students will receive an overall grade for their work in each of the major units of work completed during the semester, along with an indication of their progress on the CSF scale.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:  LANGUAGES OTHE THAN ENGLISH 

     
   (LOTE)

SUBJECT
:  LATIN

YEAR LEVEL
:  7 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:  2 - 3 
STRANDS

The LOTE CSF comprises the following strands:

· Listening and speaking

· Reading

· Writing

CONTENT

First, Second, Third Declensions

Nouns

Nominative, Vocative, Genitive, Ablative

Accusative, Dative

First, Second, Third Conjugation

Active, Passive Voice

Pronouns

ASSESSMENT

Graded Work

As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following will be graded across the three strands:

1.
Chapter tests and End of Year Test

2.
Assignments

The graded work recorded on the report indicates the level of achievement on selected assessment tasks undertaken during the year.

CSF ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL


Students will have achieved Level 2 and Level 3 when they have successfully completed a series of activities which reflect CSF outcomes and have shown consistent control of certain Linguistic Features.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   MATHEMATICS

SUBJECT



:   MATHEMATICS

YEAR LEVEL


:   7  ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   5/6
AIMS

1.
To develop an appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics and an awareness of the “real” applications in today’s society using modelling as an approach.

2.
To develop competence in problem-solving.

3.
To allow students to exchange ideas through discussion; to encourage group co-operation and teamwork.

4.
To provide a wide range of mathematical experiences through experimental based activities, including the use of technology.

5.
To increase students’ confidence in their mathematical ability by providing challenges which are attainable. 

STRANDS


Space

:
Angles and parallel lines; classification and properties of  Polygons; 

Visualization and Transformations; Co-ordinate Number Plane.  


Nets of Solids, Congruency & Similarity


Number:

:
Directed numbers; Order of operations; Ratio; Percentages and 


Applications; Estimation and rounding off; Perfect Squares; Roots.  

Scientific notation.

Measurement

:
Perimeter, area, surface area and volume of simple and composite 

figures; Simple rates; Distance; Time; Speed; Interpreting timetables; 

Estimating length, area, mass, capacity.  Pythagoras’ Theorem.

Chance & Data

:
Summarizing data using Mean, Median, Mode; Stemplots; 

Assigning probabilities in one-step experiments (see also Research
Skills)

Algebra

:
Algebraic expressions; Distributive Law; Linear equations and 



inequations; Index Laws; Generating tables and values from 



given rules; Graphs of linear functions.

Reasoning & Strategies
:
Develop skills in forming and testing conjectures in all the above    



             strands using mathematical models where appropriate.

SPECIFIC WORK & ASSESSMENT

1.
Skills and Application:  Students are required to learn standard algorithmns and techniques to complete set skills tests in each of the topics.

2.
Problem-solving activities:  Problem-solving activities which involve the comprehension of the problem, and choosing appropriate strategies for pursuing a solution and evaluating the results.

3.
Investigative Work:  Mathematically based enquiry involving the collection, analysis and presentation of data, using technology  where appropriate.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   THE ARTS

SUBJECT



:   CLASSROOM MUSIC

YEAR LEVEL


:   7 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   5/6

STRANDS

· Arts practice – ideas, skills, techniques and processes

· Responding to the arts – criticism, aesthetics and contexts

CONTENT

The aim of the course is to make the students aware of the characteristics and the history of different musical styles through performance, analysis and creative organisation. As students usually come from a range of backgrounds, concept work and advanced ensemble/duet work will parallel the practical acquisition of musical skills for those who are  new to the learning area.

The course is keyboard based and will build a repertoire of characteristic works for performance. These will include students’ own compositions and improvisations. Areas covered will be chosen from a range of areas, including Blues, Music in Film, Baroque and Romantic styles.

Students will listen to and score read a variety of representative pieces:

· investigating the musical elements and identifying the stylistic characteristics

· identifying patterns and compositional devices

· developing an understanding of musical concepts by their practical application.

Through creative organisation, students will show an understanding of specific mechanisms and devices used. These will include the addition of melody to existing or created chord structures, an appreciation of the expressive effects of scale forms and intervals etc. and consolidation of their understanding of the terms used in music.

ASSESSMENT  

·  Theory : concepts  (Students would normally complete Grade Two Theory by the end of  year 7)

·  Theory : application 

·  Composition and Improvisation

·  Performance  (of their own or others’ work; ensembles and solos)

· Listening and responding (identifying the main features of music studied)

KEY LEARNING AREA    
: THE ARTS

SUBJECT


  
: MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL/






  MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

YEAR LEVEL


: INSTRUMENTAL 7-10, PERFORMANCE 

    



  8-10

CSF LEVEL


: 6

STRAND

· Arts practice

CONTENT

Musical Instrumental is a specialised study of a chosen instrument.  Performance is the major focus.  Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

Music Performance is an elective subject designed to offer a highly specialised study of one chief instrument.  It is a preparation course for VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE.  Performance is the major focus.   Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

For the Instrumental and Music Performance courses students are expected to show consistent development on their chosen instrument throughout the semester, at a pace specified by the instrumental teacher.  Attention must be paid to the development of correct posture when performing and to the refinement of physical skills necessary for technical development.  Students are expected to show development in their understanding of musical notation, progress in their control over rhythm and tempi and improvement in their tone production and progress and pitch control.  Students should also show a development in varieties of articulation, and understanding of phrasing and dynamics, and a growing appreciation of contrasting musical styles.  

ASSESSMENT

Musical Instrumental:

Students are expected to choose and prepare with their teacher a suitable performance program to be given at the end of each semester. Appropriate levels of technical work, aural work and sight reading are to be assessed each semester.  When a student is able to take part in appropriate school ensembles, that student will be required to do so upon the recommendation of their teacher.

Music Performance:

· Ten minute solo performance recital

· Technical work

· Aural discrimination

· Sight reading

· Group performance

KEY LEARNING AREA
:  HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT



:  PHYSICAL EDUCATION

YEAR LEVEL


:  7  ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:  5

STRANDS 

Movement and Physical Activity: 

· students participate to develop and refine skills in a variety of physical activities that require co-operation and communication with others.  The focus is on improving the level of performance, co-ordination and small game strategies 

· students learn about the importance of personal fitness and the facilities that promote fitness and which are available to them in the community   

Self and Relationships:  

· Students consider the effect of family and community expectations on the development of personal identity and values.  They look at different types of relationships and how these change over time and are affected by achievements, experiences, roles and responsibilities.

Health of Individuals and Populations:  

· Students discuss health issues about which they must make decisions.  They are introduced to health resources, products and services that are available in Australia to improve health. 

CONTENT

Swimming:
· Stroke technique

Fitness:
· ACHPER Fitness Test


· Survival skills


· Minor games





· Athletics





· Circulatory system





· Health and diet







Gymnastics:
· Floor routine

Motor skills:
· Motor skills test


· Vaulting


· Throwing activities


· Beam


· Striking activities


· Dance










Theory:
· Health concerns of young people with an emphasis on puberty, the health

risks of smoking

· Personal safety and survival assignment

· Circulatory, respiratory, skeletal systems

· Basic health and diet, food groups

· Safety in the gymnasium

· Foods needed for particular sports

· Fitness training techniques



ASSESSMENT

Swimming:
· Stroke technique

Fitness:
· ACHPER Fitness Test


· Survival test




· Mars 5 Star Award

Gymnastics:
· Apparatus work

Motor skills:
· Motor skills test


· Poster: safety in gym










KEY LEARNING AREA
:   VARIOUS

SUBJECT



:   RESEARCH SKILLS

YEAR LEVEL


:   7  ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   5/6

STRANDS

The course has several aims:

1.
to stimulate student interest in a variety of studies and fields

2.
to make students aware of how the knowledge in the various disciplines has been 


accumulated

3.
to encourage students in self-directed learning

4.
to provide students with skills which they can use in independent research.

In meeting these aims, the course draws on material from strands in several of the Key Learning Areas.  These include:

Science KLA

-
Procedures and processes

English KLA

-
Strategies

SOSE KLA

-
Time, continuity and change




-
Place and space

Mathematics KLA
-
Chance and Data

The work is drawn from these strands at Levels 5 or 6 as appropriate.

CONTENT
Locating information:
Involves looking at various sources of available 

information  -  books, newspapers etc. and learning how they may be used.

Interpreting information:
Involves carrying out exercises in interpretation

and construction of such things as graphs, charts, tables and maps.

Organizing information:
Classification principles are studied and exercises

carried out.  Also, the skills involved in writing are considered  -  summarising

references; writing a report; citing references etc.

Methods of collecting “raw data”:

(a)
looking at the techniques used for carrying out scientific observations and


experiments, i.e. principles of scientific method.

(b)
techniques used in surveys, questionnaire design, statistical analysis and 


writing reports.

ASSESSMENT


Student achievement of the learning outcomes is assessed by a variety of strategies throughout the year.  Items assessed include:

-  structured homework exercises

-  independent research assignment and reports to class

-  independent research assignments - written report

-  group work and research assignments

-  experimental work and a report of the findings

-  conducting a survey and reporting of findings

-  tests

As part of their assessment, student achievement on the following tasks is graded and reported each semester.

-  Topic tests

-  Independent assignments

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
SCIENCE

SUBJECT
:
SCIENCE

YEAR LEVEL
:
7 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
4/5
THE COURSE AIMS ARE:

1. to provide a course which will stimulate and interest students and which will create an enthusiasm for science

2. to develop in students a knowledge and appreciation of the processes of science and of how these might be applied in everyday situations

3. to encourage in students the ability to work independently as well as co-operatively, and to communicate their ideas and opinions to other students

4. to learn how to design simple experiments and to look critically at experimental design.

5. to teach students to analyse evidence and to see what conclusions may be drawn from experimental data and observations

6. to encourage the use of basic scientific principles to solve problems in both familiar and unfamiliar situations.  The course is heavily activity orientated as it is believed that the aims of the course can best be realized by students undertaking as many activities and experiments as possible

7. to complete all major areas and CSF level 5. 

CONTENT

Science Processes and Procedures

Introduction to Science, Energy, solubility, separation of mixtures, lego technique

Earth and Space Sciences

Geology and Astronomy

Biological Science

Cells, microscopes, bacteria, viruses, diseases

Health and lifestyle

Fossil evidence 

Physical Science

Light and colour

Lego technique

Chemical Science

States of matter

Elements, compounds, mixtures

Acids and bases

Heat

ASSESSMENT

Classwork

Assignments

Practical work and reports

Topic tests

KEY LEARNING AREA
:  HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT



:  SPORT EDUCATION

YEAR LEVEL


:  7 AND 8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:  5

STRANDS 

Sport Education is closely linked to the following strands of Physical Education:

Human movement: Each term students participate, develop and refine skills in a chosen sport.  Activities will involve minor games, skill development drills, and playing the major game.

Physical activity and the community: Students will gain an understanding of and an appreciation for the requirements of their chosen sport.

Safety: Students will learn about the safety issues related to their chosen sport.

CONTENT

Sport Education includes the development of sport skills, an understanding of rules of various sports and an appreciation of codes of behaviour.  Students participate in one chosen sport per term (during terms 1, 2, and 3).  All students compete at the district level in a Round Robin held in week 9 or 10 of each term.  During term 4, students participate in a range of activities.

TERM 1
TERM 2
TERM 3
TERM 4

Baseball
Badminton
Hockey
Bocce

Softball
Netball
Table Tennis
Orienteering

Cricket
Soccer
Squash
Fencing

Tennis
Aust. Rules
Basketball
Golf

Volleyball
Dance/Aerobics
Indoor Soccer
Wrestling

Athletics

Indoor Hockey
Touch Rugby

Dance/Aerobics


Self Defence

ASSESSMENT

Students receive a certificate of participation and a specific Sport Education report.  They are assessed on the specific strands above in their Physical Education report.

CURRICULUM SUMMARY
SECOND YEAR

The subject/time allotments are as follows.

Subject Area 






Approx. No of sessions/










10 day cycle

Art
                            






4

English








7

French/German







6

Geography








6

History








6

Latin









6

Mathematics








7

Music









4

Physical Education







2

Science








7

Sport/Health








4








         


          

Students select one of the languages, French or German.  Where possible Art, Physical Education and Sport/Health classes are combined with other Year 8 groups in the school.








          


The following short curriculum statements are provided for each area of the curriculum.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
THE ARTS

SUBJECT
:
VISUAL ARTS

YEAR LEVEL
:
8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME 

CSF LEVEL
:
5 AND 6 

STRANDS

The Visual Arts CSF has three strands (sub-strands) that outline the core areas of learning:

· Creating, making and presenting

· Arts criticism and aesthetics

· Past and present contexts

CONTENT

The practical course will continue to provide a breadth of two and three dimensional experiences that reinforce knowledge, skills and processes that were introduced in Year 7.

Areas of visual exploration will include drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, collage and construction.  Where appropriate, computer design tasks will be included.

A wide range of starting points will be encouraged, including, observation, imagination, personal experience and research.  The formal elements and principles of design will continue to be emphasised throughout the practical course.

In addition, students will develop skills in art criticism and aesthetics through describing, analysing, interpreting and evaluating their own and the art work of others.

ASSESSMENT

The school based grades reflect the faculty assessment of selected tasks drawn from the CSF curriculum:

· Exploration and development of ideas

· Skills and techniques

· Analysis of art works

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   ENGLISH

SUBJECT
:   ENGLISH

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   6/7
STRANDS AND MODES

The Year 8 English course aims to challenge students to develop further their skills across all modes. Written work should be increasingly characterised by an ability to present complex information and ideas, an awareness of audience and purpose and a sophisticated control of the mechanics of language.

In reading, students are expected to explore texts which are complex and demanding and to be able to respond critically and creatively in both written and spoken modes.  In speaking and listening students will demonstrate a clear understanding of the role of audience and purpose and respond in a relevant and complex manner.

CONTENT

Throughout both semesters students will read a range of short stories, poetry and media issues.  In addition the following texts will be studied:

William Shakespeare

:
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
George Orwell


:
Animal Farm
Film study


:
My Life As a Dog
George Bernard Shaw

:
Pygmalion
A. Huxley


:
Brave New World

Texts will be explored in detail and will serve as a springboard for activities in all modes.

Students will also be expected to read widely and maintain a reading journal.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is focused on all three modes, Reading, Writing and Speaking/Listening.  The following are assessed.

Writing Folio:  Students are expected to complete all set work which will be assessed on the level at which it has fulfilled the requirements.

Text Response:  Assessment is based on the level to which students have understood the text and have been able to express their ideas thoughtfully and analytically in both writing and orally.

Oral Presentations:  Students will be assessed on debate, group and individual presentations.  Relevance to audience and purpose and level of sophistication will be the major criteria for assessment.

Wider Reading:  Assessment will be based on the range and sophistication of texts read as demonstrated in the student’s reading journal.
KEY LEARNING AREA
:   LANGUAGES OTHR THAN ENGLISH


    (LOTE)

SUBJECT
:   FRENCH

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   3 & 4
STRANDS

Horan and Wheeler, A New French Course, parts 1 and 2, provide the sequential grammar outline around which the course is based.   Students complete thirty units of work in these two books.  The objectives of the course can be summarised as:

1) introduction to the French language and establishment of foundations for the four strands of reading, writing, speaking and listening;

2) establishment of foundations for more advanced study of French by encouraging responsibility in organization of time and work, increasing sensitivity towards language in general, and gradually increasing emphasis on oral and aural French.

CONTENT

The sequential grammar of Horan and Wheeler is supplemented by a variety of texts focusing on the communicative function of the language.  For example, the more modern texts of Action and Tapis Volant are studied with focus on a number of themes:  French culture; Greetings; Family; Directions; Pastimes; Shopping; Accommodation; Weather and Seasons; The present, past and future.

Grammar topics include articles; pronouns; adjectives; possessive case; questions; imperative mood; tense of “er”, “ir, “re” verbs; perfect tense of “er”, “ir”, “re” verbs; reflexive verbs and irregular verbs.

Skills of speaking and understanding are developed by role play, act outs, music, listening and comprehension tapes, video programmes and poetry recitation in the statewide poetry competition organized by the Alliance Francaise de Melbourne.

Enrichment is also an integral part of the course; this is provided by a variety of tapes, videos, music, magazines and graded readers in the Bibliobus series.

ASSESSMENT

· Unit tests on grammar occur at regular intervals.

· Oral and aural work is tested at regular intervals, with poetry recitation (in preparation for the Alliance Francaise competition) and an end-of-semester conversation test constituting the major elements.

· An assignment of the student’s choice focusing on French and European culture is submitted during second semester.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

      
    (ESL)

SUBJECT
:   GERMAN

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   2 - 3

This is an intensive two year course leading up to the VCE.  It should be seen as both a complete course in its own right as well as a preparation for entry to VCE.  The major emphasis is on developing functional communicative competence using a thematic approach.

STRANDS

The LOTE CSF is composed of the following strands:

· Listening and speaking

· Reading

· Writing

CONTENT

Skills pertaining to each of the three LOTE strands are developed through the study of the themes below.  By the end of Year 8, students should be able to use the language necessary to communicate about each of these themes:

· Introductions 

· Numbers

· Home and family 

· Time (seasons and weather)

· School

· Eating and drinking

· German speaking places

· Germany and Australia

ASSESSMENT

Graded work 

As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following have been graded across the three strands:

· Unit tests and the end of year test

· Assignments

The graded work recorded on the report indicates the level of achievement on some of the assessment tasks undertaken during the year.

CSF achievement level

Students will have achieved Level 3 when they have successfully completed a series of activities which reflect CSF outcomes and shown consistent control of certain linguistic features.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND


    ENVIRONMENT

SUBJECT
:   GEOGRAPHY

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   5 AND 6

STRANDS 

· Geography CSF Level 5

· Geography CSF Level 6.1

· Geography CSF Level 6.3

· Economy and Society Level 5.3

CONTENT

Natural systems

· Platetectonics (global)

· Wetlands

· Asian studies 

Place and space/Resources

· City of Melbourne

· Australian geography

· Antarctica

ASSESSMENT

Graded assessment is based on students demonstrating ability in collecting, recording, interpreting and presenting data, as well as knowledge of key geographic concepts and skills.

This assessment will be based on:

· Field work reports

· Tests of units of work

· Data interpretation exercises (written and visual)

CSF strands will be assessed by students meeting the required outcomes listed above during the units of work.

KEY LEARNING AREA
: STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND 


  ENVIRONMENT

SUBJECT/STRAND
: HISTORY

YEAR LEVEL
: 8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
: 5 AND 6

As this is the first year of History for students of the Acceleration Programme, students are introduced to the process of historical inquiry through a variety of historical settings.  While students learn to understand the chronological framework, this is not a course in narrative chronology of world history.

CONTENT

Ancient and Medieval History are the focus of study.  Students will examine key aspects of daily life of people in Ancient Sumer, Egypt, Greece etc.  Social features of ancient and medieval societies, as well as how such societies were governed, will also be analysed.  Contrasts with contemporary society will also be made.

CONCEPTS

A range of concepts will be developed through a range of historical contexts and through the learning activities organised.  e.g. time, continuity, change, leadership, evidence.

Students will be exposed to a range of evidence.

SKILLS

Students will investigate and communicate their understanding of the past in various forms.

Students should be able to:

· analyse a range of sources and be able to use them in a range of assessment instruments

· use evidence to draw conclusions

· analyse a variety of historical viewpoints

· analyse the problems of using historical representations

Students will use a variety of class sets and, consequently, there is no set student text.  Students will need to complete class and home tasks thoroughly in a loose-leaf binder workbook.

ASSESSMENT

Students will have their learning activities assessed in a variety of ways depending upon the concepts and skills being covered.

A variety of assessment instruments will be used:

· research projects using texts, internet, CD Rom

· analysis and use of a wide range of evidence and sources in both written and visual form

· essay writing

· discussion, debate, role playing, model making

· workbook – thoroughness, organisation, and understanding 

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH


    (LOTE)

SUBJECT
:   LATIN

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   4 - 5

STRANDS

The LOTE CSF is composed of the following strands:

· Listening and speaking

· Reading

· Writing 

CONTENT

Skills pertaining to each of the three LOTE strands are developed through the study of the following topics:

· The Siege of Troy

· The naming of animals

· Roman religion

· The fall of Troy

· Greek and Roman history and civilisation; the history of English and its debt to Latin

· Latin in Music: some songs (“Gaudeaumus Igitur”) and Carmina Burana 

ASSESSMENT


Graded Work

As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following will be graded across the three strands:

· Unit tests and the end of year test

· Assignments

The graded work recorded on the report indicates the level of achievement on some of the assessment tasks undertaken during the year.

CSF achievement Level

Students will have achieved Level 5 when they have successfully completed a series of activities which reflect CSF outcomes and have shown consistent control of certain linguistic features.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   MATHEMATICS

SUBJECT



:   MATHEMATICS

YEAR LEVEL


:   8  ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   6
AIMS

1.
To provide a cohesive non-repetitive acceleration programme which contributes to the students’ personal development and overall education.

2.
To develop an appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics and an awareness of the “real” applications in today’s society using modelling as an approach.

3.
To develop competence in problem-solving.

4.
To allow students to exchange ideas through discussion; to encourage group co-operation and teamwork.

5.
To provide a wide range of mathematical experiences through experimental based activities, including the use of technology.

6.
To increase students’ confidence in their mathematical ability by providing challenges which are attainable.

STRANDS

Space:
  Constructions and properties of 2D and 3D figures; proof of congruence and similarity.  Circle properties and constructions relating to the circle.

Number:  The Real Number System and the properties of surds; negative and fractional indices.  Direct, inverse and joint variation.

Measurement:  Length, area and volume relationships and formulae involving triangles,

quadrilaterals, circles, prisms, cylinders and pyramids.  Trigonometric ratios and solving right angles triangles and application to 2D and 3D problems.

Chance and Data:  Probability and compound events, dependent and independent events.  Graphical representation and univariate and bivariate data sets.  (Much of this strand is covered in Research Skills in Year 7).

Algebra:  Expanding products of linear factors; factorising quadratic expressions; linear, quadratic and simultaneous equations; graphs of linear and quadratic functions.  Linear and quadratic modelling.  Method of Finite Differences.

Reasoning and Strategies:   Formulate and test conjectures and make generalisations.  Develop mathematical argument both verbally and symbolically.  Make judgements about results obtained from a mathematical model. 

SPECIFIC WORK & ASSESSMENT
1.
Skills and Application:  Students are required to learn standard algorithmns and techniques to complete set skills tests in each of the topics.

2.
Problem-solving activities:  Problem-solving activities which involve the comprehension of the problem, and choosing appropriate strategies for pursuing a solution and evaluating the results.

3.
Investigative Work:  Mathematically based enquiry involving the collection, analysis and presentation of data, using technology where appropriate.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
THE ARTS

SUBJECT
:
MUSIC

YEAR LEVEL
:
8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
5
SUB STRANDS

· Arts Practice 

· Responding to the arts

CONTENT

Development of keyboard skills are continued at appropriate levels.  Students’ abilities are catered for through the selection of individual programmes designed in consultation between teacher and student.  Students will regularly prepare and perform works that they have practised in class time.

Students will complete exercises in composition that will explore their understanding of theoretical concepts and they will perform these during class sessions.  Some theory will be covered to enable all students to have a basic understanding of harmony and its application to composition.

Students will listen to music from different genres and maintain a diary of these.  They will be asked to respond to various aspects of music including instrumentation, stylistic features, organization, mood and elements of music such as melody, harmony, rhythm and metre.

Exercises in aural training will be practised on a regular basis throughout the year.  Each term, one work will be examined in some detail.  The chosen work will be considered in its sociocultural context.  Analysis will be undertaken to understand its formal structure, with main themes and key areas isolated.  Students will be encouraged to make appropriate responses to listening exercises.

ASSESSMENT

· Theory: concepts

· Theory: application

· Composition

· Performance

· Assignment/classwork
KEY LEARNING AREA :   THE ARTS

SUBJECT
  :   MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL/MUSIC 


      PERFORMANCE 

YEAR LEVEL
  :   INSTRUMENTAL 7-10, PERFORMANCE  


      8-10

CSF LEVEL
  :   6

STRAND

Arts practice

CONTENT

Music Instrumental is a specialised study of a chosen instrument.  Performance is the major focus.  Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

Music Performance is an elective subject designed to offer a highly specialised study of one chief instrument.  It is a preparation course for VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE.  Performance is the major focus.  Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

For the Instrumental and Music Performance courses students are expected to show consistent development on their chosen instrument throughout the semester, at a pace specified by the instrumental teacher.  Attention must be paid to the development of correct posture when performing and to the refinement of physical skills necessary for technical development.  Students are expected to show development in their understanding of musical notation, progress in their control over rhythm and tempi and improvement in their tone production and pitch control.  Students should also show a development in varieties of articulation, and understanding of phrasing and dynamics, and a growing appreciation of contrasting musical styles.

ASSESSMENT

Music Instrumental:

Students are expected to choose and prepare with their teacher a suitable performance programme to be given at the end of each semester.  Appropriate levels of technical work, aural work and sight reading are to be assessed each semester.  When a student is able to take part in appropriate school ensembles, that student will be required to do so upon the recommendation of their teacher.

Music Performance:

· Ten minute solo performance recital

· Technical work

· Aural discrimination

· Sight reading

· Group performance

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT
:   PHYSICAL EDUCATION

YEAR LEVEL
:   8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   5

STRANDS 

Movement and Physical Activity: 

· Students participate to develop and to refine skills in a variety of physical activities that require co-operation and communication with others.  The focus is on improving the level of performance, co-ordination and small game strategies. 

· Students learn about the importance of personal fitness and the facilities that promote fitness and which are available to them in the community.

Self and Relationships:  

· Students consider the effect of family and community expectations on the development of personal identity and values.  They look at different types of relationships and how these change over time and are affected by achievements, experiences, roles and responsibilities.

Health of Individuals and Populations:  

· Students discuss health issues about which they must make decisions.  They are introduced to the health resources, products and services which are available in Australia to improve health. 

CONTENT

Swimming:
· Stroke technique

Motor skills:
· Throwing activities


· Personal survival 


· Striking activities







Fitness:
· Small games

Gymnastics:
· Floor work


· Athletics


· Apparatus work


· Aerobics


· Dance


· Muscular system





· Respiratory system




Theory:
· Health concerns of young people with an emphasis on relationships and the 

effects of alcohol on mental, physical and social health

· Strategies and rules for games

· Biomechanical principles: leverage/flattening the arc.

· Major nutritional needs for growth

· Personal safety and basic rescue

· Muscular system

ASSESSMENT

Swimming:
· Stroke technique

Motor skills:
· Motor skills test


· Survival skills


· Rules/skills test



Fitness:
· ACHPER Fitness Test

Gymnastics:
· Routine work


· Assignment on nutrition


· Floor plan design


· Worksheets on health issues

· Discussion and group work


· Dance routine

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
SCIENCE

SUBJECT
:
SCIENCE

YEAR LEVEL
:
8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
5/6
STRANDS

The Science CSF has four conceptual strands, each with its characteristic scientific knowledge and ideas:

· Chemical Science

· Physical Science

· Earth and Space Sciences

· Biological Sciences.

These strands are drawn from the traditional areas of chemistry, physics, earth science and biology and include all major concepts such as heat and energy.  Knowledge about the processes and procedures of science are incorporated into the strands.  As students progress through the levels, the content becomes more sophisticated, with more complex explanations and models, more involved investigations and an increase in quantitative work.

CONTENT

Throughout the year topics are studied from each of the four strands of the Science CSF.  The order in which the topics are completed may vary from class to class.

Strand




Topic

Chemical Science

:
Atomic theory, Chemical energy, Ionic & Covalent






Bonding, Formulae & Equations

Physical Science

:
Electricity, Density, Pressure, Energy

Earth and Space Sciences
:
The earth and atmosphere

Biological Sciences

:
Co-ordination and control systems in plants and






animals; energy in living systems; reproduction in






living things.

ASSESSMENT

Student achievement of the learning outcomes for this level is assessed by a variety of strategies through the year.  This assessment programme will allow students to demonstrate:

· scientific knowledge

· application of scientific knowledge

· process skills

· scientific attitudes

· scientific communication.



The graded work on the semester report represents only some of the assessment tasks used to arrive at the student achievement level on the CSF.  As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following tasks are graded in each of the four strands:

· Topic tests

· Assignments

· Science processes and procedures.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT
:   SPORT EDUCATION

YEAR LEVEL
:   7 AND 8 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   5

STRANDS 

Sport Education is closely linked to the following strands of Physical Education:

Human movement: Each term students participate, develop and refine skills in a chosen sport.  Activities will involve minor games, skill development drills, and playing the major game.

Physical activity and the community: Students will gain an understanding of and an appreciation for the requirements of their chosen sport.

Safety: Students will learn about the safety issues related to their chosen sport.

CONTENT

Sport Education includes the development of sport skills, an understanding of rules of various sports and an appreciation of codes of behaviour.  Students participate in one chosen sport per term (during terms 1, 2, and 3).  All students compete at the district level in a Round Robin held in week 9 or 10 of each term.  During term 4, students participate in a range of activities.

TERM 1
TERM 2
TERM 3
TERM 4

Baseball
Badminton
Hockey
Bocce

Softball
Netball
Table Tennis
Orienteering

Cricket
Soccer
Squash
Fencing

Tennis
Aust. Rules
Basketball
Golf

Volleyball
Dance/Aerobics
Indoor Soccer
Wrestling

Athletics

Indoor Hockey
Touch Rugby

Dance/Aerobics


Self Defence

ASSESSMENT

Students receive a certificate of participation and a specific Sport Education report.  They are assessed on the specific strands above in their Physical Education report.

THE UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL
ACCELERATION PROGRAMME
CURRICULUM SUMMARY
THIRD YEAR

The students form a class in Year 9 and follow the 60 sessions/two week organization of the school.  When two subjects are blocked together, students study one subject only.

The subject/time allotments are as follows:

Subject Area 






Approx. No of sessions/










10 day cycle

Economics
                            





6

English








7

French/German







6

Geography/Latin







6

History/Music








6

Mathematics








7

Art/Technology Studies






6

Physical Education







4

Science








7

Sport/Health








4








         


          

The following short curriculum statements are provided in each area of the curriculum.

KEY LEARNING AREA

:  THE ARTS

SUBJECT

:  VISUAL ART

YEAR LEVEL

:  9 ACCELERATION ROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

:  7

STRANDS

The Visual Arts CSF has three sub-strands that outline the core areas of learning.

· Creating, making and presenting

· Arts criticism and aesthetics

· Past and present contexts

CONTENT

The practical course will reflect a more independent and specialized approach to the development of selected two and three dimensional art forms.  Students are expected to obtain competency in the handling of different materials and an awareness of the potential and limitations of different mediums and expressive modes.  There will be evidence of wide sourcing of original ideas and final art works will reflect a thorough trialing and refining process used in the developmental stages of design.  More informed and critical choices will be made about design considerations when applying the design elements and principles.

Students will complete the following practical units of study:

· Drawing and oil painting unit

· Printmaking and unit - lino and copper etching.

· Ceramics – wheel throwing, glazing and sculpture

· Graphic design – photoshop/scanning, illustrator, digital camera.

In addition students will continue to develop skills in art criticism and aesthetics, using more formal and written responses to set tasks.   They will complete a unit of study investigating art works by Australian and overseas artists from the past and present.  Their second area of study will identify and analyse issues relevant to Australian architecture, including past and present influences.

ASSESSMENT

The school based grades reflect the faculty assessment of selected tasks drawn from the CSF curriculum:

· Exploration and development of ideas

· Skills and techniques

· Analysis of art works

KEY LEARNING AREA

:  ENGLISH

SUBJECT

:  ENGLISH

YEAR LEVEL

:  9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

:  6 EXTENSION

STRANDS AND MODES

Please consult the brief outline of the English strands and modes for Level 6.  The differences between level 6 and the course presented for Acceleration Programme students may be summarized as follows: in speaking and listening, students are expected to work at a high level of sophistication and independence and to place emphasis on the audience to which they are directing their speech; in reading, they are expected to read texts of a high level of complexity, and to examine texts which are comparable to those studied at senior levels; in writing, students are expected to be creative and to work in a variety of expressive, analytical and creative modes.

CONTENT

Prescribed texts for 2001 are The Outsider (Camus) and Waiting For Godot (Beckett). A fiction options assignment is to be completed in semester 1.  It is based on a list of classics in a variety of genres.

A short story unit will be completed in semester 1.  It will cover about thirty stories, starting with Pushkin and going through to modern Science Fiction.  Short story study in semester 2 will centre on Sudden Fiction International, a collection of contemporary stories from around the world. 

Elizabeth Jolley’s radio play The Well is covered as a listening experience.

Film study is based around Citizen Kane.  Students will also be shown for study a number of shorter films, with a view to introducing them to the idea of genre and the techniques of studying and writing about cinema.

A six session unit of drama was conducted in 2000. We hope to repeat this in 2001.

A range of poetry from Homer to contemporary work will be studied.

Students will complete a unit on critical use of the internet.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is focused on all three modes:  Reading, Writing and Speaking/Listening.  The following are assessed:

· Writing exercises:  Students are expected to complete all set work, and it is assessed on the level to which it has fulfilled the requirement of assignments.

· Text Response:  Assessment is based on the level to which students have understood and been able to put their ideas thoughtfully and analytically into words.

· Wide Reading:  Assessment is based on the range and variety of the students wide reading, and the sophistication of their response.

· Oral Communication:  Assessment is based on the manner and variety of ways in which the student is able to convey ideas and information in a confident spoken manner.

KEY LEARNING AREA

:  STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND 

    

   ENVIRONMENT

SUBJECT

:  ECONOMICS

YEAR LEVEL

:  9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

:  VCE

AIMS

In undertaking this course of study students will:

· develop a greater interest in current Economic issues arising in the media

· improve skills with regard to research, analysis and presentation

· prepare themselves for the study of VCE Economics, Units 3 & 4.

CONTENT

Semester One  -

1.
The nature of Economics

· economic decision making and concepts

· the market mechanism

· the sharemarket

2.
Australia’s external relationships *

Semester Two  -

1.
Economic Globalisation *

2.
Other economies through consideration of one of the following:

· Asian economies

· Global distribution of income and wealth

· Economies in transition  *

*  Areas of studies form Economics Unit 2.

ASSESSMENT

This is based on School Based Assessment tasks, such as investigations, reports, essays, presentations and an examination.

KEY LEARNING AREA   
:  LANGUAGES OTHER THAN

                                       ENGLISH (LOTE)

SUBJECT


  
:  FRENCH

YEAR LEVEL

 
:  9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

 
:  4/5

STRANDS

The LOTE CSF comprises the following strands:

· Listening and speaking

· Reading

· Writing.

CONTENT

Skills pertaining to each of the three LOTE strands are developed through the study of the themes below.  By the end of the year, students should be able to use the language necessary to communicate in these situations:


What one does each day


Future plans and the world in the future


Visiting Paris and using the metro


Talking about the past – yesterday, the weekend, last year.

Skills of speaking and understanding are developed by role play, act outs, music, listening comprehension tapes, video programs and poetry recitation in the statewide poetry competition organized by the Alliance Française de Melbourne.

ASSESSMENT

Graded Work

As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following have been graded across the three strands:

· Unit tests and end of year test

· Assignments

The graded work recorded on the report indicates the level of achievement on some of the assessment tasks undertaken during the year.

CSF Achievement Level

Students will have achieved Level 5 when they have successfully completed a series of activities which reflect CSF outcomes and have shown consistent control of certain linguistic features.

KEY LEARNING AREA   
:   LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

                                               (LOTE)

SUBJECT


 
:   GERMAN

YEAR LEVEL


:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   4/5

This is an intensive two-year course leading up to the VCE.  It should be seen as both a complete course in its own right as well as a preparation for entry to VCE.  The major emphasis is on developing functional communicative competence using a thematic approach.  

STRANDS

The LOTE CSF comprises the following strands:

· Listening

· Reading 

· Writing.

CONTENT

Skills pertaining to each of the three LOTE strands are developed through the study of the themes below.  By the end of Year 9, students should be able to use the language associated with these themes.

Rooms and Furniture

Family

Travel and Holidays

Buying Clothes

Food and Shopping

Directions

Weather

Describing People

Sports and Hobbies

Television

ASSESSMENT

Graded Work

As part of the assessment of student achievement, the following have been graded across the three strands:

· unit tests and end of year test

· assignments.

The graded work recorded on the report indicates the level of achievement on some of the assessment tasks undertaken during the year.

CSF achievement level

Students will have achieved Level 5A when they have successfully completed a series of activities which reflect CSF outcomes and have shown consistent control of certain linguistic features. 

KEY LEARNING AREA    
:  STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND 

   




   ENVIRONMENT

SUBJECT



:  GEOGRAPHY

YEAR LEVEL


:  9 ACCELERATED PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:  6/7

Students in year 9 complete a course that enables them to be credited with VCE unit one.  To obtain credit, they must complete field work reports, data analysis exercises, written tasks and tests on the units of work listed below.

Students are to complete and extend work at CSF level 6/7.

UNITS OF WORK

1.
TROPICAL RAINFORESTS (7-8 WEEKS)


a.  Distribution by latitude.


b.  Spatial associations with climate.


c.  Forest ecosystems.


d.  Value of rainforests.


e.  Deforestation, consequences and solutions.

2.
DEVELOPMENT




a.  What is development?


b.  Indicators of living conditions.


c.  Global case studies.


d.  Living conditions in Melbourne.


e.  Fieldtrip to Richmond and Toorak.

3.
CORAL REEF ECOSYSTEMS


a.  Distribution by latitude.


b.  Ecosystems.


c.  Threats to coral reefs.


d.  Management of coral reefs.

4.
ANTARCTICA

a.  Wilderness characteristics.


b.  Natural processes.


c.  Human activities. 

5.
VIETNAM


a.  Natural characteristics.


b.  How Vietnam has changed over time due to human intervention.


c.  Prediction of future changes.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   STUDIES OF SOCIETY AND 


    ENVIRONMENT

SUBJECT
:   HISTORY

YEAR LEVEL
:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:   6 AND 7

STRANDS 

History will address three of the five SOSE strands over the year.  The key strand that is the focus of History is the first listed:

· Time, continuity and change

· Culture

· Nature and social systems.

CONTENT

The aim of this course is to consolidate students’ understanding of the discipline of history and to prepare students for the study of this subject and other humanities at the senior level.  This study will occur within the context of investigating Australian and Asian histories using SOSE inquiry strategies.  Topics will be selected on the basis of their relevance to current issues in modern society and student interest.

ASSESSMENT

The following pieces of graded work will assess students’ achievement with the skills of History and the outcomes associated with the strands:

· Research skills

· Essay writing skills 

· Tests and exercises 

· Workbook: completion, organisation and overall standard. 

The graded work is the main instrument by which we determine the achievement level of not only the skills but the outcomes associated with the CSF.

KEY LEARNING AREA   
:   LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH

  




    (LOTE)

SUBJECT


 
:   LATIN

YEAR LEVEL


:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

 
:   VCE

CONTENT

Students are introduced to a range of Latin texts (prose and poetry).  They are required to submit translations of four short Latin plays and to present or to perform at least one of these.  They undertake an intensive study of the poet, Catullus, and must complete a major essay on literary analysis of one or more key poems.  There are regular grammar exercises.

Students further develop translation and comprehensive skills.  Authors studied include Caesar and Cicero.  Students need to submit three translations of unseen passages, one major essay (creative or analytical) and regular grammar exercises.

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION AND ASSESSMENT

Students are required to demonstrate achievement of specified outcomes in each unit.  These are:

Unit 1

Outcome 1:  

· responses to sentences requiring changes to syntax and accidence

Outcome 2:  

· translation of a seen passage

· responses to content questions on a seen passage

Outcome 3:

· reading aloud of a passage of Latin

Unit 2

Outcome 1:

· composition of original sentences based on models from a seen passage

Outcome 2:

· responses to questions on a passage from an unseen text

Outcome 3:

· reading aloud of Latin poetry with attention to metre

Outcome 4:

· translation of a seen passage with attention to fluency and accuracy

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   THE ARTS

SUBJECT



:   CLASSROOM MUSIC

YEAR LEVEL


:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   6

STRANDS

· Arts practice

· Responding to the arts

CONTENT

The aim of the course is to make the students aware of the characteristics and the history of different musical styles through performance, analysis and creative organisation.

Students use their chosen instruments to build a repertoire of characteristic works for performance.

Students listen to and score read a variety of representative pieces, investigating:

· the musical elements and identifying the stylistic characteristics; and

· identifying patterns and compositional devices. 

Through creative organisation, students show an understanding of specific mechanisms and devices used.

ASSESSMENT

· Theory: concepts

· Theory: application

· Composition

· Performance

· Listening and responding

KEY LEARNING AREA   :  THE ARTS

SUBJECT
:  MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL/MUSIC

                                         PERFORMANCE 

YEAR LEVEL
:  INSTRUMENTAL 7-10, PERFORMANCE 8-10

CSF LEVEL
:  6
STRAND

· Arts practice

CONTENT

Musical Instrumental is a specialised study of a chosen instrument.  Performance is the major focus.  Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

Music Performance is an elective subject designed to offer a highly specialised  study of one chief instrument.  It is a preparation course for VCE MUSIC PERFORMANCE.  Performance is the major focus.   Students are expected to develop their listening skills both as soloists and ensemble players.

For the Instrumental and Music Performance courses students are expected to show consistent development on their chosen instrument throughout the semester, at a pace specified by the instrumental teacher.  Attention must be paid to the development of correct posture when performing and to the refinement of physical skills necessary for technical development.  Students are expected to show development in their understanding of musical notation, progress in their control over rhythm and tempi and improvement in their tone production and progress and pitch control.  Students should also show a development in varieties of articulation, and understanding of phrasing and dynamics, and a growing appreciation of contrasting musical styles.  

ASSESSMENT

Musical Instrumental:

Students are expected to choose and prepare with their teacher a suitable performance program to be given at the end of each semester. Appropriate levels of technical work, aural work and sight reading are to be assessed each semester.  When a student is able to take part in appropriate school ensembles, that student will be required to do so upon the recommendation of his or her teacher.

Music Performance:

· Ten minute solo performance recital

· Technical work

· Aural discrimination

· Sight reading

· Group performance.

KEY LEARNING AREA  
:   MATHEMATICS

SUBJECT


   
:   GENERAL MATHEMATICS

YEAR LEVEL

  
:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL

   
:   6 EXTENSION/VCE
CONTENT

The aim in this course is to engage students in activities which develop knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts.  This understanding enables students to develop skills which allow them  confidently to solve routing and non-routine problems, to carry out mathematical investigations and problem-solving activities, to interpret and communicate mathematical ideas using mathematical language and notation, to use graphics calculators and computer graphing packages.

Two units of VCE General Mathematics are offered in semesters I & II.

Unit 1 involves the study of arithmetic, functions and graphs, algebra, geometry and trigonometry.

Unit 2 involves the study of applied trigonometry, coordinate geometry, algebra, vectors, and combinations.

SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSE WORK

Demonstrated achievement is based upon the student obtaining a satisfactory performance in the following assessment tasks:

· Tests

· Investigative work

· Problem-solving/Modelling task. 

SATISFACTORY COMPLETION

To receive a satisfactory completion for this Unit the student needs to demonstrate achievement in the following set of outcomes:

· on the completion of this unit the student should be able to define and to explain key concepts, in relation to the topics from the selected areas of study, and to apply a range of related mathematical routines and procedures

· on completion of this unit the student should be  able to apply mathematical processes in non-routine contexts and analyse and discuss these applications of mathematics in at least three of the areas of study

· on completion of this unit the student should be able to use technology to produce results and to carry out analysis in situations requiring problem solving, modelling or investigate techniques or approaches in at least three of the areas of study.  

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
SCIENCE

SUBJECT
:
SCIENCE

YEAR LEVEL
:
9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
6/7
STRANDS

The Science CSF has four conceptual strands, each with its characteristic scientific knowledge and ideas:

· Chemical Science

· Physical Science

· Earth and Space Sciences

· Biological Sciences.

These strands are drawn from the traditional areas of chemistry, physics, earth science and biology and include all major concepts such as heat and energy.  Knowledge about the processes and procedures of science are incorporated into the strands.  As students progress through the levels, the content becomes more sophisticated, with more complex explanations and models, more involved investigations and an increase in quantitative work.

CONTENT

Throughout the year, topics are studied from each of the four strand of the Science CSF.  The order in which the topics are completed may vary from class to class.

Strand




Topic

Chemical Science

:
Organic Compounds (e.g. production & properties of 






Ethanol), metallic bonding, nuclear chemistry.

Physical Science

:
Motion, Forces, Electro Magnetism

Earth and Space Sciences
:
The earth in Space, stars

Biological Sciences

:
Inheritance and Genetics

Ecology, Energy in Living Systems (contd.)

Introduction to Evolution



ASSESSMENT

Student achievement of the learning outcomes for this level is assessed by a variety of strategies through the year.  This assessment programme will allow students to demonstrate:

· scientific knowledge

· application of scientific knowledge

· process skills

· scientific attitudes

· scientific communication.



As part of the assessment of the students’ achievement, the following tasks are graded in each of the four strands:

· Topic tests

· Assignments

· Science processes and procedures.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:  HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT



:  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

YEAR LEVEL


:  9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:  6 AND 7

STRANDS 

Movement and Physical Activity
· Students will plan, implement and evaluate ways of improving physical performance.  They will implement group and individual tactics and skills in various activities including fitness, skill acquisition, swimming and leisure.

· Students will examine the benefits of physical activity and factors that influence participation.  They will improve their fitness through a personal program involving various activities, and consider community decisions concerning sport, recreation and leisure.

· Students will consider safety issues and will develop safe practices in a range of activities such as swimming, lacrosse, indoor rock climbing and ice-skating.

Health of Individuals and Populations

· Students will consider health concerns of young people, will develop plans for particular situations related to health and will identify health support agencies.  Students look at the use of alcohol, cannabis, and other illicit drugs and analyse the health concerns for individuals and the community.

Self and Relationships

· Students will examine personal identity, will demonstrate ways of dealing with relationships and will analyse the ways that individuals and groups may seek to influence the behaviour of others.  Students will identify the influences that shape particular understanding of sex, sexuality and gender.

CONTENT

Fitness:
· Circuits/weights/aerobics

Motor skills:
· Training skill drills


· Training programme


· Strategies/tactics


· Athletics


· Basketball/Lacrosse

Theory:
· Good health measures

Theory:
·  Drugs in sport and leisure


· Diet/Nutrition


· Sports injuries


· Body Image


· 


· Self-esteem/peer pressure issues

Leisure:
· Indoor rock climbing

· Bowls


· Activity patterns and health issues 


· Ice-skating







Swimming:
· Distance swim/stroke technique


· Mini-golf


· Rescues/survival

Theory:
· Risk taking behaviours

Theory:
· CPR/EAR/DRABC


· -  Positive outcomes


· Bleeding


· -  Negative outcomes


· Burns

· Shock


· Community Health Programs

-  How will you feel tomorrow?


·  Treatment of the unconscious 

       patient 


       -  Harm minimization

       -  Speed catches up with you





       -  Next Step Kit

ASSESSMENT

Fitness:
· Fitness test

Leisure:
· Participation and journal


· Fitness programme





· Athletics technique

Swimming:
· Stroke technique







Motor skills:
· Skills test

Theory :
· Assignments, tests, reports

KEY LEARNING AREA
:   HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

SUBJECT



:   SPORT AND HEALTH EDUCATION

YEAR LEVEL


:   9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL


:   6

STRANDS

Human movement: Students will plan and implement ways of improving the personal performance of others.  They will develop and implement individual and group  tactics and skills.

Physical activity and the community: Students will design and undertake a programme to improve personal fitness.

Human relations:  Students analyse the ways individuals and groups may seek to influence the behaviour of others.  They analyse how different contexts and situations influence what people do and feel about personal identity.  They also analyse how different contexts and situations influence personal values, attitudes, beliefs and behaviours. 

Health of individuals and population:  Students analyse a range of influences on personal choices.  They develop a personal health plan for a specified period.

Human development:  Students will evaluate initiatives designed to enhance growth and development.

CONTENT

Students will be involved in specific fitness training activities within the School and out in the local community.  Students will select from a range of co-operative and competitive group and individual activities.  In addition to the central requirement of learning to become good players, students are taught to fulfil other roles such as umpiring, acting as a team coach, manager or captain, serving on a sports management board or duty team, or working as a publicity officer.  Students will examine a range of health related issues pertinent to young people.  They will consider ways to deal with peers and social pressures related to risk-taking behaviours.

ASSESSMENT

· Self assessment

· Peer assessment

· Pre and post skills test

· Theory component  -  a variety of written tasks, role playing and other work.

The students’ Physical Education teacher will report on Human movement and Physical activity and the Community strands.

KEY LEARNING AREA
:
TECHNOLOGY

SUBJECT
:
TECHNOLOGY STUDIES

YEAR LEVEL
:
9 ACCELERATION PROGRAMME

CSF LEVEL
:
6 

STRANDS 

The Technology Studies section of the CSF concentrates on Materials and product design with some reference to Systems (electronic and mechanical).

The technology phases are:

· Investigation

· Design

· Production

· Evaluation.

CONTENT

Technology Studies gives students the knowledge and skills to produce quality products that meet specified needs.  It involves students in studying materials and systems in learning technical skills and processes which allow them to manipulate materials appropriately.  The social and environmental effects of technologies and processes are investigated.

Students experience a variety of materials such as wood, fabric and metals.  A wide range of techniques, equipment and machinery are experienced in the making of products.

An electronic unit is undertaken at R.M.I.T. in Term 3.

Computer-aided design work including technical drawing, design development and research is also a requisite component of the course.

Technical workshop HEALTH AND SAFETY Procedures are an integral part of all construction procedures and students develop high levels of awareness of the importance of safe working habits in the workshop.

ASSESSMENT 

· Technology workbook (investigation, design and evaluation)

· Practical tasks (production)

· Safe and appropriate use of equipment and resources.
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