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Introduction

The Flinders University is enthusiastic over the valuable educational opportunities and benefits associated with the developments for gifted students which are currently under consideration. The present paper is provided after examining the DETE material in some detail and having explored possibilities from the University’s perspective in consultation with Flinders staff.  This paper also reflects discussions with the key DETE personnel involved with the SHIP Program in South Australia . The experiences of Flinders University staff over recent years involved with the schools in the current program have also been very positive.

Flinders University is committed to supporting the current DETE initiatives within the SHIP secondary schools and has been developing a range of options that would meet the perceived needs of gifted students and their teachers. This paper represents the University’s current thinking on the major needs. It also outlines the types of involvement and the forms of support the might provide to help meet those needs.   It recognises the importance of an integrated and proactive program to support the DETE initiatives, particularly in the context of previous discussions and joint activities  between DETE and Flinders.

Flinders University anticipates that a proposed Memorandum of Understanding with DETE will be based on supporting the rights of gifted students to an appropriate education and a recognition of our contribution to this.  Such a Memorandum with DETE would involve a common recognition of the main objectives of the SHIP program for students at both the secondary and the tertiary education levels.  The University is proposing activities that would be available to students while still enrolled in their secondary schools as well as special arrangements for those students when they move  to higher education.

 From Flinders University's perspective, four main objectives underpin this proposal:

A. 
Providing specialised arrangements for gifted students while at school to enable them to participate in various ways in educational activities at Flinders University

B. 
Developing and providing accelerated and enriched educational options at the University for gifted students when they move from school to university and enrol in our degree courses.

C. 
Continuing to provide specialised training and support for the teachers in the SHIP schools

D.
 Conducting on-going evaluation of the initiatives themselves

E. 
Conducting university-based research into the efficacy of differentiated provisions for gifted students within a University setting, which can lead to enhanced options for such students.  

Guiding Principles:

The guiding principles supporting these objectives rest on the basic premise that Flinders will provide diverse and special arrangements for access and participation in University educational programs for school-aged students on the basis of ability. In addition, however, Flinders wishes to provide a balance between the specialisation  of the offerings and the principle of normalisation  for the students, i.e. catering for their particular characteristics and needs while at the same time enabling them  to share in the experiences of university life alongside the  other students.  Further it is recognised that the education of staff both in the University and in the  schools will be necessary to deal with both academic and social-emotional aspects of the students’ development.  Finally the development and furtherance of such a program should be based on joint research and evaluation.

Objective A:
Provision for the students while still at school.

Flinders University wishes to establish proactive policies and programs which will provide a range of study options for gifted secondary students to move into tertiary studies while they are completing their later years of schooling.  

The notion of allowing school students access to University courses is not new - many Universities have provided a service of some kind for years.  The main provisions tend to take the form of early entry (ie. a student younger than 17 years taking an undergraduate subject or the first year of a course while still at school).  Flinders University would offer a range of flexible options designed to give gifted students access to the University and to university study which would encourage and assist students considering university courses and contribute to their overall intellectual development.  In general, a differentiated program for gifted students would provide some combination of modes of study through the options of enrichment and extension.   Enrichment allows for a broadening of study choices and modes, while extension allows a student to go deeper into a specific area of study.    In some case, the studies undertaken by students while still at school may provide the means for fast-tracking through a degree and completing in a shorter period of time than normal.

The following three options are suggested and are not mutually exclusive:

1. 
Flinders University Early Entry Program

This option would allow gifted students to study a University topic or topics while still at school.

As a general rule this option involves a cluster group of students who are nominated by teachers and parents.  The cluster comprises students from one school or schools within a reasonable vicinity of each other.  For example, a cluster group of ten year 11 or 12 students might be made up from five feeder schools.  The students elect to study one first-year University topic.  The first lectures could take place at the University during University vacation periods: January/February; June/July; November/December.  These early classes would meet the enrichment criteria by exposing the students to the University environment, including the Library, as well as allowing them to study with other very bright students from a range of other schools.  The University lecturer(s) would act as teachers and mentors.  Follow-up lectures could be held within the school setting, outside of regular school hours, or via the internet.  Students submit to the assessments required and if they pass may credit-bank the topic towards the eventual enrolment in a degree program.  The fundamental principle operating here is that access to Flinders University is not determined by chronological age but ability.  A secondary principle, however, is the one of normalisation which allows the opportunity to interact with University staff and students rather than remaining in a segregated program.. These students would have access to the normal lectures and classes  or  could be taught as a separate cluster for part of the time.

One specific suggestion which would target the three SHIP schools could be that in 2000 Flinders could formally offer a range of first - year topics to the first Heights class (intake was in 1997 to year 8) who would presumably be completing their Year 12 studies at that time.  This option would of course entail careful monitoring of the students' progress and require the full support of the Flinders staff as teachers, mentors and advisers. Once this formal offer got underway then Flinders could continue the school-based offerings for Glenunga and Aberfoyle classes., and eventually other SHIP classes

2. 
Flinders University Extended Study Program

This option could suit individual students who are already performing outstandingly in a school subject area.  Such students could be encouraged to:

(a) audit  University subject(s) in their field of excellence and at any  stage of their schooling.  The benefit for the student would be a deepening of his/her understanding and knowledge of the topic and the benefit to the University is in attracting outstanding students to eventual full-time or more advanced study.  Auditing usually involves attending lectures and classes but not submitting assignments for assessment or receiving grades.

A student who has audited a subject (eg. a semester two subject) may also be given the option of formerly enrolling and of sitting for an exam or other assessment at a later date (eg. in January/February the following year) so as to obtain full credit if successful.

The drawback to this option is that the student would have to attend the already established University classes and some of these may be during school time.  It is worth noting, however, that most enrichment programs (such as Flinders University's Palace of Wisdom program) are held in school time and the observations to date do not suggest that bright students slip behind in their school work.

(b) Alternatively, nominated students (of any age) may be able to fully enrol in a subject as a non-award student and join the group of university students enrolled in this subject .  This option needs discussion relating to issues such as enrolment fees, access hours and the duty of care responsibility of both the university and school sectors.  Clearly there would be a cost to the students and/or the schools.

As it is clear that there are already identified students within the Heights and Glenunga gifted intake, this option could be formally offered from 1999 if these issues are satisfactorily resolved.

3. 
Flinders University Enrichment Program and the Palace of Wisdom Program

Flinders University currently offers an Enrichment Program which aims to provide specific areas of study for year 12 students who intend to pursue that study at university level.  The program also strengthens the points of connection and continuity between university and school as well as increasing the understanding of staff in both secondary and university sectors of the curriculum content and teaching methodologies.  The following subject areas were offered in 1998 to students who were nominated by their schools: Mathematics, English, Womens Studies, Physics, Chemistry, Geography, Economics, Modern History, Politics, Indonesian, Italian Spanish and French.  The current enrichment program is offered to metropolitan students over a three week period in school term during 4.00 - 6.00pm, and during school holidays for students from the country areas.  The country students are offered free accommodation at the University Hall for their three-day Enrichment Program.  The University staff who have been involved in teaching the classes were selected because of their outstanding reputations as teachers and their interest in taking on the added role of mentor to the students.  

Although this program is currently available to any year 12 students who are nominated by their school, it could be possible to offer it specifically for the SHIP secondary schools, perhaps when the gifted intakes are at the year 10 level of schooling.  This type of offering would also be an excellent way of bringing the gifted students from each of the three schools together for a period of enriched learning within a university setting but without the pressure of having to complete assessments.

The Palace of Wisdom (an allusion from William Blake's The Marriage of Heaven and Hell)  is another Flinders University enrichment program, suitable for students at the year 8/9 level, and based on the principles of accelerated content and cross-discipline learning.  The students are exposed to the very top university lecturers in the fields of literature, science, music, drama, art and mathematics.  The POW is taught at Flinders in school time (usually Fridays 1.00 - 3.30) for 8 - 10 weeks.  The basic theme for the POW is Perception and the students are initially encouraged to explore perception through poetic form (beginning with Chaucer's Canterbury Tales) and scientific form, in which they study the sensor organs and how they can create perceptual illusions.  The links are drawn between the poetic image and sharpened perception.  The students then study perceptual form in Art and Mathematics, focussing on the guiding principles of the Golden Ratio and the Fibonnacci numbers.  The work of M.C. Escher helps to connect the links between Mathematics and Art as well and the students design their own tessellations and tiles drawing on both mathematical and artistic principles.  The study of perception then moves to Music and the students learn Campanology (the art of bell-ringing) and the basic principles of musical form and harmony and the mathematical and artistic links with Western Scales and the music of the spheres.  The students learn to devise their own notation.  The Drama provides the links between all of the disciplines by allowing students to engage in improvisational movement and dramatic performance, based on a study of classical mythology.  

Although the original aim of the Palace of Wisdom was to limit the number of students to twenty-five, it has been so popular over the years that the classes have always gone to thirty.  It would be quite possible to offer the POW for a nominated class from the three Year 8 or Year 9 gifted intakes at the SHIP secondary schools or alternatively to offer it to a whole class of either year 8 or 9 from one of the SHIP schools.

Objective B :

Provision for students when they become University students and while they are undertaking their  degree courses.

 1. 
Flinders University Accelerated Entry Program (AEP) for students who meet an established threshold grade in their matriculation.

Flinders University would continue to advertise the AEP option to attract the top achieving students.  Flinders University currently offers this option in Physics and Mathematics for students who meet an accepted achievement level threshold in Year 12.  The University is exploring other possible areas for alternative entry in other subjects.  Those who gain a top score may contract with the University to go directly into the second year of study, gaining credit for the first-year subject(s).

It is important that the three SHIP secondary schools are aware that this is an on-going option which Flinders offers so that the students can plan their degree(s) well ahead of time.

Flinders University plans to develop further the current options which have been outlined above. Many potential students are likely to be interested in extension of the current Accelerated Entry Program to other subject areas.

Accelerated Progress through a degree is also available to students who have completed subjects prior to entering the University.

2. 
Academic and Personal Support 


The University recognises that students entering the university from the SHIP Program are likely to have special intellectual and, possibly, social needs for individual stimulation and enrichment as well as various forms of support.  At this stage the University is discussing several possible arrangements that could be offered to these students when they arrive from 1999 onwards, for instance:

• 
they could be given the support of meeting together as a cluster with an academic advisor and counsellor who would monitor any academic, social or emotional needs which may arise

• 
where several students are enrolled in the same degree the academic staff may also make special provisions for this group

• 
the various existing student support units within the University could offer appropriate individual services to these students where required


The School of Special Education and Disability Studies would expect to monitor the progress of these students and advise academic and support unit staff of any issues they identify as they track the students through their courses

Objective C. :

Staff training

Flinders University has already been instrumental in training large numbers of the staff in the SHIP secondary schools.  In 1997, a standard 10-week Gifted Education program was taught to 50 teachers at The Heights School and in 1998 the same program was taught to a new intake of 25 teachers from The Heights and surrounding schools.

In addition, in 1997, both Glenunga International High and Aberfoyle High involved approximately 20 of their staff in the basic Gifted Education program.  Each staff member who completed attendance at the basic 10-week training program received a Certificate of Participation from Flinders University.  Approximately 10 teachers from across the SHIP secondary schools have elected to complete the assessment requirements for the training program (in addition to the attendance required for the Certificate) and have continued on to study their Graduate Certificate in Gifted Education or their Master of Gifted Education.  

It is anticipated that there will be an ongoing demand from the SHIP secondary schools to further teacher inservice and Flinders University is committed to providing a flexible range of basic and extended training programs as required.

Objective D:
On-going evaluation of the initiatives.

Formal on-going evaluation will take place on the range of initiatives which Flinders University offers or plans to offer. This should be a conjoint initiative taking into account both school preparation and Flinders offerings. This evaluation will be used to assist in future planning.  The evaluation will target the Flinders University staff involved, the SHIP students and the staff in the SHIP schools.

Such an evaluation should be under the guidance of a joint committee representing the major stakeholders. This committee would include students and parent representatives, as well as staff from the schools and the University and representation from DETE.  Through questionnaire and interview, plus performance results, a formative evaluation can be conducted with the recommendations being implemented by agreement.  This tracking and evaluation could continue throughout the students’ university career.  This would take the form of a research demonstration project and should be formally established and adequately funded so that research personnel can be appointed to carry out the evaluation from the inception of the agreed program.

Objective E:
University-based research.

Flinders University acknowledges that, in order to adequately meet the objectives as set out above, it will need to encourage and support research into the educational aspects of provision for gifted students within the secondary and tertiary  education sectors.   This development should also recognise cognitive and socio-emotional factors critical in accelerated learning and education. 

It is clearly the brief of the University to engage in research and it is highly desirable that there is ongoing research associated with this collaboration which explores fundamental aspects of the SHIP program. This research should also be conducted as a jointly sponsored venture.  It is worthwhile noting that currently there are four enrolled Master of Gifted Education students (all directly involved with either the administration or the teaching within the secondary and primary SHIP programs) who are researching aspects of the SHIP initiatives as part of their Masters theses.

In conclusion:

Although there are no doubt many differing dimensions to be explored, it would seem that the five described in this discussion paper may have particular merit.  

The success of a program such as the one outlined above depends on the communication and collaboration between the various bodies involved.   For this reason it is recommended that a joint committee be established that can meet on an ongoing basis. Such a committee would be charged with implementing and monitoring the agreed arrangements and would also be responsible for ensuring that the parties attempted to continuously examine methods of improving education for gifted students. 

As soon as possible we would hope to produce publicity materials so that parents and the community in general are made aware of this joint Flinders University/DETE initiative. 

 Gifted students are in every school population and the university has much to contribute to the enrichment, extension, and possible acceleration of their education.

Professor Anne Edwards, Deputy Vice-Chancellor
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