From:
John and Sandra Walter [fifino@bigpond.com]

Sent:
Monday, 5 February 2001 7:50 AM

To:
eet.sen@aph.gov.au

Subject:
Submission re education of gifted and talented children

As the mother of 4 sons, one of whom is recognised as gifted, I wish to present my opinion of the current situation as it has affected my son and subsequently my family,
As a qualified teacher I was astounded at the treatment my son received. From his first days at our local primary school, Karrendi Primary, he was deemed a problem child. Despite reports from kindergarten that he was very bright, particularly mathematically, no opportunities were provided for him to be extended in any subject area. On reaching grade 2 and at 7 years of age my son was pleading to stay home as school was babyish and boring. Despite repeated conversations with staff at the school nothing changed and my son's behaviour at school deteriorated. A parent teacher interview revealed the teacher was concerned that "something was wrong with him" so this at least provided the opportunity to have him tested by a Guidance Officer. The results of the tests showed my son to be gifted, a high IQ qualifying him for entry to MENSA, at just 7 he had a reading and comprehension age of 11 years old, and was particularly gifted mathematically. Despite this favourable report no assistance was provided by the school, the school has a strong numeracy and literacy program to cater for students who are struggling but nothing to extend bright students. After witnessing my son begging his teacher for extra work and being refused, I began investigating alternative schools. Fortunately my husband and I were able to find a school which has a particular interest in gifted education. Though not local this school was happy to enrol my sons based on their reports, results in University of NSW Primary School Competitions, and my youngest son's guidance officer's report. The impact on our family was immediate. No longer able to send our sons to the local school across the road we now have two 40 minute trips per day to drive them to school, and had the financial cost of new uniforms to deal with. The positive impact on all of my sons has been well worth the effort. Once deemed a problem child, my youngest son is now happy to attend school and is in a class which caters to his academic needs.
My concerns are: 
-that it took two years for my son to be identified as gifted
-once identified as gifted no changes were made to his academic program
-as the local school was unable to cater for a gifted student we were forced to move our sons to another school
-by moving children to a school outside of their neighbourhood they lose their circle of friends within the local area
-by placing an emphasis on learning difficulties schools neglect to cater for the brighter students
Individual programming, utilising resources within a school even if it simply means allowing a grade 2 student to work in a grade 4 maths class, would allow gifted students the opportunity to remain with their social group while accessing subjects at an appropriate academic level.
Sandra Walter
12 Walker Street
Parafield Gardens
SA 5107
(08) 82500064
