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Dear Senate Enquiry.

I am both a parent and an advocate for some of the countless parents

having to manage the nightmare that is the educational system today.

My son is 4 years old and gifted. Part of his giftedness includes

hyperlexia and a severe language disorder. This means that my son and

many of his friends use the written word to communicate the wealth of

thoughts and ideas in their head rather than through speech and hearing.

No it is not disease, it's who they are, unfortunately many feel one has

to be labelled  in order to get assistance.

I am sure I could write countless pages that would truly make you eyes

weep over the fights myself and other parents have had over the need to

obtain a service that fits our child's needs. My son requires a full

time aide says the pre school looking after him. My son has been offered

1.5hrs a week. His friends depending on where they live have also been

given between 40 minutes and 1.5hrs a week support. Do you honestly

believe that a child who is reading Enid Blyton at four and who cannot

hear or speak well is going to sit in a classroom with 30 other children

learning phonics'. As a result all these children are wrecking

classrooms and acting out and discussing suicide. My son was 3 when he

first mentioned this, a girlfriends son is 10  and suicidal right now

but she cannot get assistance for him.

In my three years of I have written 367 letters requesting support from

ministers and  advocates. You can forget it! A child who is not

intellectually disabled is not entitled to disabled support and a child

who can't survive in mainstream is not entitled to gifted support

either. As part of your enquiry I would like you to come and collect my

three boxes of correspondence to and from "support" personal rejecting

our cry for help.

Where do these kids end up, you don't want to admit it but you know,

drugs, crime, the dole of apathy.

Your inquiry will produce just what it was supposed to, a lot of

paperwork

So for my input, OPEN UP FARRER SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF which was closed

last year and turn it into a language and gifted unit I know 99 parents

right now ready to enrol.

Katherine Price

Australian Landau KLeffner Assoc

