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Price: 80c
(INC. GST)

COMPETITION between Wangaratta
service stations resulted in yesterday’s
unieaded fuel drop to 76.5 cents per litre,

At 10.30am today, Apco, Caltex and
Halls Ryley Street Service Station were
still offering the same price.

Apco director Peter Anderson said the
price was, in general, three cents a litre
cheaper than Geelong and Melbourne
prices.

By Jacquie Schwind

“It's competition - the fact we have got
an independent in the market,” Mr Anderson
said.

“I'll continue to either match or be the
cheapest in the area.”

Managing director of Caltex Rowan

Street, John Hammersley, said the
unleaded price began at 85.9 and ended
up at 76.5,

“We were following directions from
head office in Albury,” Mr Hammersley
said.

“I think we are having a bun fight with
local competition.

“The competition is that hot in
Wangaratta I think we will probably have

luckiest in Australia” —

cheap fuel for a while with large fluctua-
tions.”

Halls Ryley Street Service Station pro-
prictor, Graeme Hall, said his station also
started at 85.9 and finished at 76.5.

The winners of the price war have been
local motorists.

“I think Wangaratta people are the
luckiest people in Australia,” Mr Hall
said.
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City petrol prices plummet

By VERONICA PERERA

RENAMBOOL motorists
‘e yesterday filling up on
at was believed to be the
apest petrol prices in
stralia.

nleaded petrol at the city’s
pol and Caltex stations
pped to 79.9 cents per litre
terday  while petrol at
ar outlets steadied at 85.9
ts per litre. The rock-
wm prices were nearly five
ts & litre less than prices
Aelbourne.

40V petrol  spokesman
Ad  Cumming yesterday
i he was amazed at the
s which he believed were
cheapest in the country,

He encouraged motorists to
fill up their tanks as soon as
possible.

“I would suggest that Warr-
nambool prices are probably
the lowest in Australia — it
will be good to see how long it

lasts for,” he said. “Somebody .

is selling product at a very
large loss so our advice would
be to fill up.”

Unleaded prices at Shell pet-
rol stations in Melbourne
were at 84.6 cents per litre,
with the highest in Darwin at
99.5 cents and the lowest of
the capital cities in Brisbane
at 84.3 cents.

Director of APCO Peter An-
derson expressed surprise at

Caltex and Ampol's latest
pricing war.

“I am amazed that last week
they were selling at 95.9 and
this week they can sell at 79,9
— (‘especially{ taking into ac-
count that there has been a
six-cent-a-litre increase in the
wholesale price,” he said.

“Would somebody please ex-
plain to me how they could do
this? I know what they’re try-
ing to' do but I am not pre-
pared to be quoted on it.”

Warrnambool motorists
have been subjected to some
dramatic price increases in
petrol this year, spiralling
above §1 a lLitre earlier this
vear.

Mr Anderson said that his
compartlg was already -losing
out with petrol prices at the
level they were,

“I call on the federal and
state governments to urgently
address the situation. The re-
cent legislation brought in by
the State Government regu-
lating terminal gate prices is
useless, they can't do any-
thing about it.”

Mr Cumming = expected:

prices would increase due to
the state of the Australian
dollar and the price of crude
oil moving up. Ampel and Cal-
tex distributor Richard Mat-
thew could not be contacted
for comment yesterday.




paey wia, P "SI

i3 jo533d ‘110dSUBI SE UINS S1S00  pamoys A2AIMS ADVY U991 Y, 1se] Suopseny ui Suucnuomw Ape( pres Supmwny) IW
- .S jRUCHIPPE PRI Jou Op 501id paYsI] ‘pres Furmurny "3311] B 506 3A0QE [[am s38eidag  SAIIUROD Y1 UT AN B 306 01 308 pue
no W.u N u«,dm& -qng “traredsuen szow fupuid jonad  IW C¥El B U0 XE) JiBjun ue <1gn Alyiuow pey ‘puppiod pue UOITMIER  AID 9Y1 UTINN E(F 0130/ Wol S8uez
e e e Suwjens 18 pawie st 10y (JUDL] arery B PUE 3SIx2 U yioq Jusudweds ke SUIpnpul ‘seare Anunod> Y10
$80.n0g peuriou :B0MOS  [BUTHLIS L) SIONPOIJ WNS[OIIR] S [ WW 4rd noA 18y Jo 1090 3ad g
¢'66 vdNan

01 saoud siednue | pue 1udwWIow
1sowie 21 B 3766
quel oA [ noA swn A
' Yoom SI )
026 YT1VNIg

ay1 18 yoled 2(qeIS A[2IB] B U JI3A,,
£33, 1 qiuow 1sep aoud [onad ofersae "13G015() 210J3q
) ) ‘saxer 159481y S BLIODIA PIPIOIAT BINDIIW Apdzeys asu 01 ARIun s1am soud
woly sa1isqam I19Y1 G0 $a0ud onad  joned erapsy pue siwis our Armbu 'SE3IR AIUNOD
968 LYHYT1IVE n:_m Bwo:u ysijgnd o1 muimmﬂmcu 10 JudWuISA0S [BISPI) 23 YIlm SUOISSIW
. 1olewr uidp10] mE] mou B passed 1udw g
968 VONOGOM a0, tmssonorg a0t sis

fonad Lo pres Bumuwml)  pragg
ut sooud jonad gy 1md o1 wiopi  IPSEURW SUONE[RI IUDWUIA0E
2 -qns fuiBpo] Aq 1500 [anj ySwy X®l 10] PI[[ED SBY Y “I9AIMOY
X -UI9A0F) TBLIOIDIA Y1 ‘S1S00 [on] Y81y  INOQE 95E1 J19Y1 UTEIUIBW 01 S1SLI010W
288 TO0EINVNHHVM

ovd
Gururem asu ao1rd s00dy andsagy
‘ples Surmruingy JW ‘Sonld 9o pue ‘A1eniqa, pue Arenuef
moqe siarejduiod jo SIPUOW 1YY paBin  Aepisised  Surwwny I Fuopan ul umop seourd Jurdasy ur  ur 1doxa IE2A ST SUINOQPW URY)
. . - SIOIDBY ADY 2I0M SISOD AI9ATPp mo] pue  1adeays A[1uSISISUOD sem [onad s duo
. v H «AUD 9YL 01 QB 5,000 payead sootrd uaym da;muv.ww oody se xgu:m ‘suoneis Shios mmaw -39 pamoys ;goam_EmnoU sne
698 ¢p<m4wz<§ -tedwiod saoud fonad ANUNOd MBUW 14 ogpiase s ATeniqa UE I9MO] umw -usdapur woy wonnadwmos Suong i
1'98 OBIaN3g Mw »Mwﬂumﬂwm HMWNW%MWQWQU IS0 PO em Suopsasy 303 988IoaE An{ sqy ’
- SLIOI0 IUNOS IGM .
0es WZEDOQJW§ awayas e woddns sisuoiow Anunod jo
Sued 18 HNOTEID

-ue) pue  uonuedwio]) uenENSHY
CMIIADI 31 01 eep saNddns gdIgm ‘sadInOg
“SUOTIEIS 51AJaS Jolpw  1X9U INO SYEW [, 2% UIYM ST I8¢y pue  pauutoju]  Aq  papidwed  sarndryg
18 91 B 36’88 O1 aNI] B Jp'G/ Woxp I9QOIdQ UY SISAW satnuno]) Suiodsy
10 1ad {6 pur A0 Jo1uad 12d €5 181 panrea jonad pIpEdIUN POMO
*AJAp Ul a4y e saoud SE%n o o~

tonad sodeays BUIRS SUMO) [BISBOD
wnafonad jo uonestuediy YL,
T S

pue[sSuIny) (81343 puE ¢ g, 3qe1dAr
papesjun abelaay

ue 1B ‘QUBQSLIG AJUO Yilm “[9NJSI O3
$a1110 15adearyd $EIENSIY JO SUO SBAl
Suo[o0) “aIlM] B O [ IGRIIAE UR Oy
IE3A f[E 15IMO] I19Y1 1P
azam yruow yse| Suopean ursaond [pry
a8eraae Juimoys sany Jo aseafE1 A
MO[[0] SIUSUWILIOD S UOSIDPUY U
~dn 08 o1 seoud 123dx2 p}
99l 9Y1 Jo pud 2Yl AQ AJUTELIA)),.
‘pIES UOSIAf
“uy IW Ssesearul soud Jo aquinu
& uo ssed 03 pEY 34,2 2SNEIIG 1PYBY
u342 aqAemr ogg moge o1 dn of o1
Buopan ur soud 19dx? pnos [,
‘PIAT]-LIOUS 9q PInOM NI B 979/
JO MO] S ABDIDISIA PIES UOSIAPUY 191
-3 10102IIp SUOTIEIS 301AIRg 0ody
‘Aepol wioy] uiede 511 01
patoadxs are saoud 1ng “An{ ut joxiad
1sadeoyd so1e1s Syl pey HONQTIHD

30UV3d 3qvM

AlL, FRIDAY, JULY 21, 2000

75 THiE BORDER M




to stay FARDEN T INSpettur wekun ie.

For bookings — phone: (03) 9329 7211

IR ok

THE,“BDRD‘ERMNL, WEDNESDAY, JULY: 5, 2000 —

‘Fuel prices at a North Albury
petrol station yesterday.

By MATTHEW CULLEN

ALBURY-Wodonga motorists

are now paying an average of 5¢
a litre more than their Wangar-
atta counterparts for unleaded
petrol.

Prices at Wangaratta have
dropped to 86.5¢ a litre as a re-
sult of a new independent oper-
ator opening at the weekend.

APCO entered the market in
Wangaratta on Saturday with
prices starting at 88.9¢ a litre
before dropping to the present

evel.

There are even larger savings
to be had on liquid petroleurn
gas with APCO which is charg-
ing up to 10c¢ a litre less than on
the Border,

APCO is charging 40.5¢ a li-
tre for liquid petroleum gas
while most Albury-Wodonga
?caticns are charging Blde a
itre.

‘While it was hoped the intro-

duction of the independent APS
station in Lavington would
have the same effect on the Bor-
der, early price drops have not
been sustained.
- APCO director Mr Peter An-
derson said he was looking to
open a station in Albury or
Wodonga but had not found the
right site yet.

"We will go anywhere if the

AU

location i correct and the popu-
lation will support it,” Mr An-
derson said.

APS is charging 90.9¢ a litre
for unleaded and §1.6¢ a litre
for liquid petroleum gas.

Mr Anderson said it was
shocking that the price of fuel
has been able to drop so much
since the station opened.

“It's amazing how our
competitors  are .suddenly
able to match these prices,” he
said.

“LPG bhas always been a
highly-priced product and that
has dropped significantly.”

Lavington ~ APS service
station manager Mr Phil
Smailes said he could not really
understand why prices were
higher as they were calculated
frm{n the cost of purchasing the

el.

“There are different grades of

Pictyre

® A customer fills up at Wangaratta's independent APCO statlonyesferday.
W’ ‘ ’ V

LPG and you can get the auto
mix which is a poorer quality,”
Mr Smailes said.

““With petrol though it is all a
bit strange.”

Mr Anderson said the prices
in Wangaratta matched many
of the  stations in outer
Melbourne with the company’s
station in Geelong also charging
86.5¢ a litre.

Holbrook also has cheaper
petrol prices than Albury-Wod-
onga, but Holbrook customers
did not enjoy the same savings
as those in Wangaratta.

The APS station in Holbrook
is charging 89.9¢ a litre for un-
leaded petrol and 46.9¢ a litre
for liquid petroleum gas.

Wangaratta has another
independent supplier in Liberty
which also has helped to cut
the price of fuel in the rural
city.

from Albury
return to
Brisbane $424.60
Hamilton Is. $595.10
Cairns $639.10

RAY HUNT
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PETROL prices are likely to
rise in Bendigo within the next
few weeks, after some unusual
pricing spikes yesterday.

Unleaded petrol shot up five
cents alitre at one petrol station
overnight on Monday.

And yesterday, there was a
variation of seven cents between
the cheapest and most expens-
ive petrol in a 4.5 km stretch of
road near Bendigo.

Along Mclvor Road, the prices
ranged from 86.9 cents a litre at
Liberty and APCO, 90.9 cents at
Mobil, and §3.9 at Shell Woolpak.

Along High Street, prices
were: 86.9 cents at APCO, 87.4
cents at Ampol and Caltex in
‘Golden Square; 89.9 cents at
Sheil Kangaroo Flat; 90.3 cents
at BP Bendigo; 90.9 at Mobil in
Kangaroo Flat, and; 93.9 at
Shell, Bendigo.

Yesterday, the RACV’s man-
ager-of government and corpor-
ate relations, David Cumming,
said Bendigo motorists were in
for a “difficult period” with pet-
rol pricing.

o . He said prices had also risen
MKE: the fuel prices advertised at the Shell dramatically overnight in
colpak service station on Mclvor Road. Echuca.

By LINDA BARROW

He said there were two reasons

for the unstable prices.

The first was a'rise in crude oil
prices, and. the second was a

drop in the Australian dollar,

Mr Cumming said the maxi-
mum wholesale price of unlead-
ed petrol had risen eight cents a
ltre in the past 14 days.

“Clearly, somebody in Bendigo
has ‘received a ‘delivery at the
higher price,” he said,

He sald the price had spiked at
94.9 cents a litre in Mildura,

“These prices .are still not
acceptable because not every-
body has the same buying
price,” Mr Cumming said.

“There will be others in Ben-
digo buying six cents below the
wholesale price. I would suggest
Liberty might have more buying
capacity than the others.”

Mr Cumming said he expected
petrol prices would rise further,

“Unfortunately, it’s all bad
news leading into the new GST
period. I don't have any good
news,” he said. l

DOWN THE ROAD: prices at the APCO service
station on Mclvor Road were among the cheapest.
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FUEL prices at a Mobil
service station

|

Bapey Aty s B
Bendigo enjoys fuel price cut

BENDIGO drivers are reaping
the benefits of a drop in the
wholesale price of petrol, with
further cuts expected at some
outiets today.

The price of unleaded petrol was
75.5 cents-a-ltre at most Bendigo
service stations yesterday.
although the APCQ Easy Shop in
Kangaroo Flat and the nearby
Caltex outlet sold it at 75.3.

Caltex later cut its price to 75.1.

The Ampol Road Pantry in High
Street Golden Square was slightly
higher than the average with
unleaded at 75.9 cents a litre

Along the Calder the price was

Apco

response
Apco,

alway.

in the
Bendigo area,

From - Page 1

Anderson said he believed the .
. Bendigo service stations had
cut “prigesin line ‘with the
wholesale drop,

“In the towns we go to, we
have a policy .of having four
cents above the
price, plus freight.
“This gives the oil company
franchisee a margin.
“Unfortunately - there is
this (difference ' in-
‘price) situation ‘between
endigo and Melbourne,
“But Melbourne is just s

CO.
Station fuel board
Street, Kangaroo Flat.

steady at 75,5 cents in Harcourt,
Taradale, Mineral Springs and
Kyneton.

Petrol is cheaper still in
Melbourne, with city drivers
enjoying a 10-year low of about
63.9 cents a litre.

The RACV's petrol pricing
spokesman David Cumming said
the wholesale price of petrol had
dropped by about three cents
since the start of February.

This was caused by a reduction
in the price of crude oil and an
oversupply of the product in Asia.

“The price in Singapore impacts
direetly on our prices,” he said.

The wholesale price had
dropped to 67.7 cents this week,
down from about 73 cents a litre
on February 1.

He said Bendigo residents
should have noticed the drop by
now, but would still find them-
selves paying more than their city
cousins.

“A price war in Melbourne has
brought our petrol prices down to
almost a 10-year low,” Mr
Cumming said. “Unfortunately,
regional Victoria doesn't always
follow suit.”

Continued — Page 2

co-director Peter matter.

of deals with
and -in and because

to reductions by

‘wholesale

was:about 7.5

{8 g3
n High THE ¢ {
who paid 75.1

a false price,

He said city petrol sellers
were able to survive as a result
- ofl‘companie.

The price of unleaded petrol
Bendigo 12 months ago.
— LINDA BARROW

it doesn't

of “the sheer

volume of petrol they sold.

‘Mr Anderson 'said  he’
expected the price-of petrol to
fall a further half a cent today..

“Over the next few weeks, I
think you-will see the board in
Bendigo continue to fall even
further.”

| diesel

cents a litre in
in: High

Square.

5.

fuel price in’Bendigo yester
cents per litre for unleaded gotthe be:

THE Finco Road Pantry
Street, Goiden
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Letters to'the Fdito
Apco does right ‘
thing by motorists

SIR — I write to thank and
congratulate Bendigo’s ‘Apco
service stations for having the
decency to maintain theirﬁﬁPG
prices at their pre-gas ecrisis
level.

I encourage other gas-reliant
motorists to vote with their
wallets and reward Apco’s cour-
age with their custom. .7

At the same time, I send a vote
of severe disapproval to the rela-
tively larger players in the indus-
try for having the hide to-raise
their prices by four cents a litre
— and still maintain it a week

, after the problem is solved.

If Apco can do it, why. can’t
Shell, Mobil and the other big
boys? e

Congratulations, Apco, you've
won my business, and hopefully
a lot of other motorists too:::

MARK HAYES,
Don Street,
- Bendigo.
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begin in  September, two
maonths ahead of schedule.
VicRoads yesterday re-
vealed works will start on the
three-level ‘Western Hwy in-
terchange for the bypass-at
Caroline Springs ahead of the
touted November works date:

bypass, which is expected to

take up to three years, could-

begin early next year.

3 P
mid-2007 and take about 18-

months to complete.

VicRoads Deer Park Bypass.
project manager Trevor Boyd:
said the early start date was
good news for motorists.

“The sooner we have traffic
on the bypass the number of
crashes on the existing high-
way will reduce enor-
mously.”

The 9.3km, fourdlane by-
pass will run  between
Carcline Springs and the
Western Ring Rd at Sunshine
West, skirting a 10km stretch
of the congested Western
Hwy, which contains 20 in-
tersections and six sets of
raffic signals.

The Federal Government
has committed $265 million

$1.10 e s

miliion Deer Park Bypass will

Work on the Bulk of the =

And construction of “the.

THE ROUTE: This map shows where the Deer Park. Bypasswi

and the State Government
will inject $66 million into the
project.

Mr Boyd said the first con-
tract for the interchange, one
of the largest interchanges in
Melbourne, was advertised in
April. He said works on the
interchange would  take
about 14 months.

“We expect to award that
contract some time in July or
August,” he said. -

Mr Boyd said the planning *
and pre-construction work
for the bypass were almost
complete while survey work,
environmental and cultural
heritage studies and land .
owner interviews were fin-

situated.

ished: He said geotechnical

wark, -land ‘acquisition and
design- activities were now
being finalised.

Mr Boyd said a community
consultation committee for

‘the bypass had also been

formed.

Western Highway Action
Committee  chairman Peter

Russell, also a member on the
consultation committee, said
he was pleased construction
would soon begin.

A. spokeswoman for the
State Government said the
project would begin ahead of
schedule because the govern-
ment had already budgeted
its funding for the bypass.

- manager

‘Doyle

TODAY
Mainly sunny

16 3¢

TOMORBOW
Fog then fine

15

RACV corporate and
government relations
David
Cumming has advised
Ballarat motorists
who commute to Mel-
bourne to avoid local
petrol stations when-
ever possible.

‘He said commuters

~should attempt o fill

their ‘tanks - in the
state's  capital as
greater  competition

meant petrol prices
were about 10 cents a
litre cheaper than in
Ballarat,

“If you can travel to
Melbourne on a third
of a tank then fill up
before "you. leave (to

-come home)."”

Ballarat service
stations, were yester-
day charging xiust

under $1.40 per litre

~for unleaded petrol.

‘According - to the
RACV website the av-

erage unleaded petrol

rice in Melbourne

[ said  people
shiould  consider the
benefits of buying
locally.
“We're very disap-
ointed to hear other
odies advocating
people shop outside
of Ballarat,’” he said.
“Everyone loves a
bargain, but at what
cost is that bargain
when the impact of
everyone buying pet-
rol out of town means
aloss of revenue and a
loss of employment.”
Continued page 2




MOTORING EXTRA

SAFER MERGING

Merging is one of the more difficult manoeuvres a driver must
perform, and the thought of trying to join a line of fast-moving
traffic can be quite intimidating to a lot of motorists.

On Victoria’s road network there are two types of merging
situations. The first is when two lanes join together and there
is no dashed line {(Diagram 1). In this situation the vehicle in
front goes first, regardiess of whether the vehicle is on the left
or right. This type of merge is commonly known as a ‘zip-
merge’.

The second type of merge is where
vehicles must cross a dashed line
{Diagram 2). In this situation the
vehicle crossing the line must give
way to any vehicle already travelling
in the lane the driver wishes to
enter. This type of merge
commonly occurs on freeway entry
ramps.

In most cases, merging vehicles
don't actually have to stop to give
way, but they have a responsibility
to find a suitable, safe gap to
merge into. Other drivers can
assist by being courteous and
adjusting speeds or changing

lanes where appropriate, to create
a suitable gap.

In both merging situations, drivers
wanting to merge should try to
match the speed of the traffic they are joining. Differences in
traffic speeds can make merging difficult and may cause
crashes. Stopping before entering the traffic stream can lead
to rear-end crashes, and makes it almost impossible in heavy
traffic for merging vehicles to find a large-enough gap in the
traffic to accelerate from a standstill and safely join the traffic
stream. Daniel Przychodzki

RACV/SHELL PETROL WATCH

0
2

farnambool Wz pr 3 e
Average May prices for unleaded petrol (cents per litre)

“neludes state subsidy of .43 cpl. Most non-metro retailers get extra fcpl federal subsidy.
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Basic tyre maintenance is ignored at the
driver’s peril - just take a look at the startling
results of RACV tyre tests. Greg Hill reports

he condition of your car’s tyres can mean the differ-
ence between a heart-fluttering near-miss and a heart-
breaking disaster.

Even late-model cars with good brakes will have their
stopping performance compromised by badly worn tyres.
And now that winter is upon us, RACV warns that
motorists need to ensure their vehicle has good tyres and to
look after them properly.

This has been underlined by a series of tests RACV con-
ducted with VicRoads, VACC and TAC for Automotive
Safety Week which demonstrated the performance charac-
teristics on wet roads of tyres with different degrees of wear.

On badly worn tyres our test car, a 2003 Holden Com-
modore Acclaim, required an extra 3.9m — that’s almost one
car length - to stop from 60km/h and a massive 12.8m
(three car lengths) from 80km/h, compared with its per-
formance when we fitted near-new tyres. Like the recent
TAC television commercial explained, a lot of the speed is
not wiped off until the end of the stop. At the point where
the good tyres stopped, our data shows that with worn tyres
the car was still travelling at 25km/h when braking from
60km/h, and at 50km/h when braking from 80km/h.

Just as concerning, and frightening for unsuspecting driv-
ers, was the inconsistent stopping and unpredictability in
the car’s behaviour in an emergency situation when we per-
formed the test on worn tyres.

During the project, at the Australian Automotive Re-
search Centre at Anglesea, we conducted a series of stop-
ping tests from both 60km/h and 80km/h, and a swerve and
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JOHN'S FIX

ithout making a specific
comparisen, John Doolan's
description of the role of a
mechanic sounds much like that of a
trained medical practitioner, skilled in
the art of diagnosing an ailment.

“You've got to understand the rela-
tionship between the components; the
fault may be one thing but the cause is
another,” says John, a mechanic with
more than 20 years’ experience and
now the manager of RACV’s workshop
and Service Centre in Noble Park.

“And that's the best part of the job,
being able to assess then repair com-
plex machinery,” John adds. "It's great
to be able to give the vehicle back to
the customer performing well.”

New technologies and cars and a
broader range of employment and
training options provide renewed op-
portunities to those considering a
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CRE SN SN WIm PN nrg osmmo o

~ CONSUMERTIP: BEWARNED -
There are a couple of clues even the most inexperienced
motorist can use to keep a check on thelr vehicle’s basic health,
Check the owner’s manual to learn what the warning lights on &
the instrument panel mean. They indicate when a component
has failed and needs attention. Ignoring them can result in i‘;
expensive repairs, or even loss of control of the vehicle.
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Shell w'sale price. 860 377 10.4 00 16 1147
| Melbeurne 650 377 108 . 08 53 1185
Average mom-metre 650  d77 112 17 74 1230
Albury-Wodonga 650 377 113 1.8 87 1243
Ballarat 650 377 111 08 68 1214
Bendigo 850 477 114 11 96 1248
Echuca 650 377 113 .16 83 1238
Geelong 850 377 108 05 50 1190
Latrobe Valley 650 877 411 13 74 1225
Mildura £50 377 117 26 119 1289
sale 850  3r7 112 18 78 1235
Shepparton 650 377 11.1 1.5 8.4 1217
Swan MWL 650 377 117 24 116 1284
Warrnamboel 650 377 115 1.3 107 . 1262

Average March prices for univaded peltrol (cenis per litre)
“nchales state subsidy of 43 spl. Most non-maetro relailors gel exira Tep! federal aubsidy.
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-INTHE ZONE

There are many different zones that allow, or prevent, parking
for particular vehicles. Knowing what each of these zones
mean will help you to park without the worry of a fine.

Most zones are quite clear on which type of vehicles can
legally stop within the zone. Truck, Taxi, Bus and Minibus
Zones are for the exclusive use of those respective vehicies.
Works zones can only be used by drivers of vehicles
engaged in construction work in or near the zone. Permit
zones can only be used by vehicles displaying a current
permit issued by the respansible body (e.g., a local council).
And Mail Zones are for the exclusive use of postal vehicles.
Drivers must not stop in a Loading Zone unless they are
driving one of the following:

8 A public passenger vehicle or taxi that is dropping off, or
picking up, passengers.

B A truck (which has a gross vehicle mass more than 4.5
tonnes) that is dropping off, or picking up, goods.

M A courier vehicle or delivery vehicle displaying a Courier
Vehicle or Delivery Vehicle sign permanently affixed (i.e. not
magnetically) on to the bady of the vehicle.

= A vehicle that is dropping off, or picking up, goods. The
vehicle must be constructed mainly for carrying loads {i.e. not
a sedan, stationwagon or motoreycle) and must display an
identifying label approved by VicRoads. A limit of 30 minutes
applies to Loading Zones unless indicated otherwise.
Penalties for parking infringements can be more than $100.

Daniel Przychodzki




- Cnr Madr and Princes Sts.
{Opposite Hingry Jacks)
- Phone 5331 1618

=90 cents -
Inclusive of GST -

B 69allegations

B HearingJune 14

By ALEXEASTON

SEVEN Ballarat petrol
distributors will.go to
court next month to

answer -allegations of’

price fixing,

The Australian Compe-
tition and Consumer Com-
mission alleges companies
trading under the Bwift,
Apco, Mobil, BP, Shelland
Ampol/Caltex brands in
Ballarat set petrol prices
on 68 occasions between
June 1989 and December
2000. B

Seven individuals from
the companies are also
accused of prige fixing.

If found guilty, the com-
panies face-fines of up to
$10 million each and the

THE PETROL RETAILERS
COMPETITION TUG-0F~WAR

The Tonier,

[EDITORIAL |

batials o S % Australian
f‘!‘h? coﬁnga‘nies Mfu;ﬁd g‘ot?"l'iags Shouli

of price fixing are: Leahy e able 10 expecta
Pgtroleum and Leahy Pet- .

St i e et

sells under the BF brand); uying sucha
Triton 2001 (Shell); |

Brumar  (Snell; Justeo basic commodity
Swift); Apco (Apco); W

Chisholm (Ampol/Caltex); as petrol

and Balgee Qil (Mobil). - Page 8

Balgee Oil has been in
the hands of administra-
tors since June 2001 and
none of the major oil com-
panies, whose brand
nameg. aré used by the
service stations, were said
to be involved in the eomt
action.

In & statement of omim .

lodged at the Federal
Court in Melbourne yes-
terday, the ACCC alleges
the companies had an ar-
rangement whereby they
decided by telephone when
and by how much prices
“would increase.

They would then con-
tact their individual ser-
vice -stations to | im-
plement the increase.

The ACCO alleges pies-
sure was put on service
stations that did not take
part in the scheduled p1 ice
rises.

The watchdog brought a
separate action against

‘Leahy Petroleum and its

general manager Robin
Palmer,

o Continued Page 4
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; Alcatel

*Minimum cost over 26 months with-the Ericssan
AL228 I $480, Sierpens CAS Is $1920, Alzaltel 302 s
$480. Telstra will provide a credit to t’dgﬂﬂ«

.
| , Ericsson B ol 302 e oo
i § A1228 coma \ LT ‘ 8 $70 plan OR L on ‘months. Early termination charge of $150
! . on a moresyoy- i [onamoreiyos ¥ i ‘; . applles, Ofer ends 31 Moy 2002 uniess arer
g ! thdrawn, To appres 1 ly.
520 plan OR. ‘m-pafdzpucn availoble with other, Télstra Mabile offers. Limit 1
5240 upfront. per customer. No tradesales. 1D required.~

Avallgble. Askis for further detall.
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