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CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Eggleston
NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION BILL

Tam writing to express the significant concerns the Victorian Government has identified with
the draft National Water Commission Bili (the Bill) currently being debated in the
Commonwealth Parliament.

The Victorian Government does not believe the Bill reflects the spirit of cooperation which
resulted in the signing of the National Water Initiative by the Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) on 25 June 2004, In particular, the Victorian Government is concerned
that the current draft of the Bill unduly constrains the independence of the National Water
Commission. Key areas of concern relate to governance and accountainlity arrangements of
the National Water commission.

Firstly, the Victorian Government considers it imperauive thal the National Water
Comrmssion provides advice and reports direct to COAG following consultation with the
States and Territories, not report direct to the Prime Minister as is currently proposed,
Kequiring the National Water Commission to consult with States and Territories would
recognise States and Territories’ expertise and responsibilities for management of water
resourees, It would also assist States and Territories 1o implement the National Water
nitiative,
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Secondly, as there is significant public interest and investment in national water reforms, the
Victorian Government believes all Nationa! Water Commission reports to COAG should be
publicly available, as agreed by COAG and required by the National Water Initiative
Intergovernmental Agreement.

Further comments on the draft Bill are set our in Artachment 1.
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the Victorian Govermnment believes the establishment of a National Water Commission is a
ey first step to ensuring a coordinated and integrated approach to future water reforms across
all lunsdictions. To ensure the momentum of water reforms continues, it is nnportant that the
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egislation reflects the spirit of cooperation demonstrated by COAG in comunitting 1o the
MNational Water Initiative.

{0 achieve this, the Victorian Govermnment believes the Bill should be amended to reflect the
key elements of the National Water Initiative.

Yours sincerely

Milnister for Water
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ATTACHMENT 1

mwational Water Commission Bill 2004

o)
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There 15 no provision for the Council of Australian Govemments ({COAQ) or States and Temitories
to directly seek advice from the National Water Commission. The general functions of the
National Water Commission are curtailed by the Commission providing advice only ‘if requested
to do so by the Minister’. COAG, States and Territories should be able (o seek advice from the
National Water Commission in relation 1o the implementation of the National Water Initiative.

The Bill severaly compromises the foreshadowed independent advizory role of the Mational Waler
Commission. The proposed Government amendment of 30 November 2004 does not enable the
National Water Commission 10 advise and make recommendations 1o COAG, other than on
matters referved to in clause 7(1)(b), which is subject to the request of the Minister.

Clause 7(4} requires the National Water Cormmission 1o give all advice and make ail
recommendations, by giving the advice and recommendations to the Minister. This is inconsistent
with the collegiate nature of the National Water Initiative. The proposed Govermnment amendment
1o insert clause 7(4A) appears not to take precedence over the restrictions imposed on the
Commission by clause 7{4).

The National Water Initiative Intergovernmental Agreement raquires the National Water
Cormumission to consider the views of stakeholders in preparing advice as required. This is not
provided for in the Bill. The Bill should require the Commission to consult with the States and
Territories before offering advice. and it should report the results of thar advice to COAG.

The National Water Initiative Intergovernmental Agreement (clause 107) states that the National
Water Commission reports 10 COAG will be publicly available, The Bill {clause 44) states that
the Mational Water Commission may make some assessments available 1o the public only with the
agreement of the Minister, This is inconsisrent with the National Water Initiative.






