
 
 
Dr Ian Holland 
C/-Australian Senate 
Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts 
PO Box 6100 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
 
23 November 2006 
 
 
 

Re: Inquiry into Australia’s Indigenous visual arts and craft sector 
 
 
 
Dear Dr Holland, 
 
 
We write to you as the Secretary of the Senate Standing Committee on Environment, 
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts and would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce our company, The Rainbow Serpent. A family owned and operated business which has 
been trading successfully as a specialty retailer of authentic Aboriginal art, craft and design for 16 
years. We have six Aboriginal art and craft stores located at Sydney and Brisbane International 
Airports and an office and warehouse in Marrickville, Sydney. 
 
We are continually advised that Indigenous Australians experience greater levels of social and 
economic disadvantage than non-Indigenous Australians and that the Australian Government is 
committed to addressing this disadvantage and providing Indigenous people with the same 
opportunities as other Australians. 
 
The Rainbow Serpent provides many opportunities for Indigenous Australia through a significant 
market for artists and craftspeople as well as a venue for employment. However, our industry is 
being undermined by cheap, unauthentic product, sourced both domestically and internationally 
and without government support either financial or regulatory the authentic craft market may 
cease to exist. 
 



There is a proliferation of aboriginal art and craft produced by non aboriginal peoples but being 
sold as the genuine article. Many stores which were selling authentic Aboriginal art and craft 
have ceased trading or only deal in fine art as they can’t compete with these fakes. 
 
Since the demise of the National Indigenous Arts Advocacy Association (NIAAA) it seems as 
though nobody cares that this is occurring and Aboriginal people are being robbed of work that 
should be exclusively theirs. 
 
We need an advocacy to represent the rights of artists and police these producers and retailers that 
are flagrantly flouting the law. The ACCC is concerned that Aboriginal artists lose income they 
might have earned if producers and retailers falsely present items as authentic. 
 
Many of our artists complain that their market is shrinking and if it continues they will be forced 
to look at other employment rather than producing Aboriginal art and craft. If this were to 
happen, skills, culture and spirituality would not be passed down to the next generation and 
possibly lost forever. We need to promote and sell authentic Aboriginal art and craft throughout 
Australia and ensure that Australia’s Indigenous art and craft sector continues to flourish and 
excel. Aboriginal people would benefit most through employment and training opportunities and 
maintaining and strengthening cultural values. 
 
We work at a grass roots level with Aboriginal artists and Indigenous family businesses as well as 
community art centres from all parts of Australia and it has been our long term vision to 
ultimately establish an even more significant partnership with Indigenous Australia by 
establishing a national brand.  
 
Aboriginal people would benefit most from a potential joint venture through employment and 
training opportunities, maintaining and strengthening cultural values and ensuring that Australia’s 
Indigenous art sector continues to flourish and excel. 
 
Attached please find our submission for the inquiry into Australia’s Indigenous visual arts and 
craft sector and we would be happy to offer more information if required. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Brad Parnes 
Director 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Rainbow Serpent Pty Ltd 
Sydney International Airport, Brisbane International Airport 

PO Box 206 Marrickville, Australia, NSW 2204  
Tel +61+2+ 85775300 Fax +61+2+ 95547299 

www.rainbowserpent.com.au  Email: sales@rainbowserpnt.com.au 
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