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Radio 4VL is a hesicage commercial radio station based in Charlcvil Ie and has been 

s %he second largest geographic commercial radio service area in 
second smallest population, and, corresponding revenue base. 

to the category of a regional broadcaster, 

Operating a station like this as so truly lncal operation has been very difficult during the 
eight years since my wife arld B bought the station, 

more difftcult by the ACMA and its predecessors 
wcast stations in Charlevilie and surrounding towns 

e local media marketplace. 

vernrnent gesture, but 2% of revenue lost here and 
siblc to pull stations like ours into profit as 

For the record, 4VE bmadcasts 5 regional news bulletins each day oompiled by our own 
newsperson and we ark: tons t~nt ly  broadcasting ~ommunity servicc annouwements or 
items of interest to the community tkroughou~ the broadcast day. 

e afr~ady votuntarily well exceed these proposcd compulsory 'localism' provisions, 
which faavp: tvid ly been suggested as a compromise solution to push cross-media 
ownership throu 
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the proposed regulatory provisions on regional 
and a reversion to times when similar draconian 

were eventually scrapped beceusc ohey just didn't work. 

The only 3tats'ons YOU will en up punishing through rhe inclusion of these provisions a .e 
small, family-wned stations like ours who are actually providing a Iocal service 
volunaarily. 

h major additional costs to prove compliance and for preparing lengc ty 
look at ~t the ACMA. Wc will then have less money to 
l 0 4  programming, and, at the end of the day, when it 

mes time to sell and retire, there will be fewer buyers and our commercial radio 
sinesses wiil be worth far less than they should be, 

OP institution awned stations will always find a way around the new 
provigioras, which by the way are! a token of what should be done locnlly on a voluntary 
basis. 

io is a business ofpsssion. Passion to serve your communiiy and 
improve - to  make tomorrow's on-air sewice one step better than 

owever, today, in all in you will find companies, run by accountants, who haw 
no passion to serve anyon eir shareholders and their own personal annual bonuse; . 

provisions will not change that culture, 

4VE and its licencee company, Pinecam Pty Ltd, strongly urges you not 10 put this 
dis~riminaaosy impost on regional broadcasters, but to reject the Broadcasting Services 
Amendment (M ra Ownership) Bill 2006 in its entirety. 

We all know the onay mason the Bill is going through is to produce economies of scafe 
for the big players and allolw for the building of media conglomerates. The Bill has no 
public benefihat all. 

ry PO impose 'iocalisrn' restrictions and provisions 
em count and not be simply a token. 

For stations with service g~pulatiasa over 10000 impose a mandatory live breakfast 
shsw broadcast h r n  the tow0 of licence. 

Allow stations to take a syndicated program, like John Laws, between 9am-midday, but, 
for stations with populations in excess of 20000 mandate 3 hours live every afternoon 
from the town of licencc. 



stations to use productivity tools, like automation, bj it 
stcred on during the on-air shift and be working wit.i~in 

Fox popu!atiasns over 30,000, you should mandate that the station be 'live and local' un, i l  
$pm. 

s air five or six regional wws and sport bulletins ever 6 

anunity service announcemcnrs each day. That's less 

d 'trigger event'. Implement these 

sing a psIiticaQ deal to placate rebel Nationai Party 
most defenseless members o f  the commercial 

nity arld please don't make smaII regional br~adcasters your 

roposed draconian ' tocalism'provisions. 
r? 
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