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The Secretary

Senate ECITA References Committee

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

4 November 2002

To the Secretary

RE: Clarification Period for Senate Submissions on Uranium Mining
I write in reference to the recent Inquiry into Environmental Regulation of Uranium Mining. I would like to clarify a statement made to the Committee by Mr Richard Yeeles, Committee Member of the South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy and Corporate Affairs Manager of WMC. 

I refer to the transcript of Mr Yeele’s responses to the Committee - further to his formal submission - on Friday October 4 2002. On page 52 (/ECITA 212) of the transcript, Senator Scullion questions Mr Yeeles about the need for the uranium mining industry to show leadership in moving away from “a culture that wishes to hide something” towards greater transparency and a willingness to change. 

Mr Yeeles responds as follows:

 “I think to some extent the industry already is. I could give a current example. Next week at Olympic Dam we are hosting a group of 40 people from Friends of the Earth. They are having a demonstration in Alice Springs and they are coming back to Melbourne via Olympic Dam. We are bringing them on a mine site to show them around. The other companies involved in South Australia are more than happy to host visits by people who may be opposed to what we do, in order to try to inform them more.” 

It is true that Friends of the Earth had hoped to coordinate a visit to the Olympic Dam site in early October, as part of one of our regular (since the early 90’s) Radioactive Exposure Tours of South Australia’s uranium industry. However the tour referred to by Mr Yeeles did not in fact take place.

Mr Yeeles offers the view that student tours through uranium mines are an example of a shift in the industry towards greater transparency. This is mere greenwash. A public relations attempt to manage perceptions of corporate governance of the nuclear industry. 

While occasional tours of the facilities at Roxby take place, information on spills, leaks and accidents at uranium mines in South Australia continue to be kept from the public. In areas of public safety, the nuclear industry has continued to act to conceal important facts in order to protect their own interests.

The Roxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) Act of 1982 is one clear example of this state sanctioned lack of transparency. The act states

“No party shall make public any information provided by another party hereto pursuant to this indenture without first obtaining the consent of the relevant party and shall have due regard to any interests obligations or commitments of that relevant party in relation thereto.”

In the interests of public right to know the Bachmann “Report of Independent review of reporting for the SA Uranium mining industry” (August 2002) recommended changes to the act

Recommendation 2:

In order to allow the release of information about incidents which may cause or threaten to cause serious or material environmental harm or risks to the public or employees, the Government should revise and appropriately amend the secrecy/confidentiality etc. clauses in the legislation referred to in Appendix B...” 

This recommendation came following public controversy over undisclosed spills and accidents at Beverley, Honeymoon and Roxby. To date there have been no moves to repeal this clause in the Indenture Act.

Fulfilment of basic public relations obligations does not equate with ‘leadership of industry’ in transforming ‘a culture that wishes to hide something’. Frankly, if this is the best Mr Yeeles can offer on behalf of the SA uranium industry, then we are right be concerned about this industry’s lack commitment to transparency and change 

Sincerely

Clare Moleta

Nuclear Campaigns Coordinator

Friends of the Earth, Melbourne
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clare.moleta@melbourne.foe.org.au
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