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SUBMISSION

SENATE INQUIRY – ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION OF URANIUM MINING

Prepared by:

Ron Matthews

Manager, Exploration

Cameco Australia Pty Ltd

66 Winnellie Road

PO Box 35921

Winnellie  NT  0820

Phone:  (08) 8947 3477        

Facsimile:  (08) 8947 3488

Email:  Ron_Matthews@cameco.com.au
This submission refers to the inquiry into the regulatory, monitoring and reporting regimes that govern environmental performance at the Ranger and Jabiluka uranium mines in the Northern Territory and the Beverley and Honeymoon in situ leach operations in South Australia.

Cameco Corporation has its head office in Saskatchewan, Canada, and is the world’s largest uranium supplier.  The company’s uranium products are used to generate electricity in nuclear energy plants around the world, providing one of the cleanest sources of energy available today.  Cameco Corporation is presently exploring for uranium in Canada while its subsidiary, Cameco Australia, has exploration licenses in Arnhem Land, in the Northern Territory, as well as in Western Australia. 

We submit that the uranium mining industry has and continues to demonstrate a strong environmental commitment.  The industry is controlled by existing regulations and close monitoring by government agencies.  Environmental monitoring and rehabilitation is an integral part of any mining and/or exploration operation regardless of the commodity.  

Australia has four operating mines, which produce uranium as a primary or secondary product.  They are Ranger, Olympic Dam and the Beverley and Honeymoon in situ operations, which operate successfully to the benefit of all concerned.  The Ranger and Jabiluka operations in the Northern Territory, which are managed by Energy Resources of Australia Ltd (ERA), are very closely monitored.  Regulations have been established by both the Commonwealth and Northern Territory Governments.  This monitoring is transparent and very comprehensive.  The reporting regime is extremely rigorous and requires higher levels of compliance than do other operations with similar levels of impact.  Since the commencement of the Ranger operation in 1981 there has been no significant impact on the World Heritage listed Kakadu National Park and the surrounding sensitive environment.  ERA has clearly demonstrated its continued commitment to managing the environment by seeking to achieve compliance with ISO 14001, an internationally respected standard for demonstrating environmental excellence.  

One important objective of the inquiry should be to ensure that the reporting regime is credible and open, but not unreasonably onerous and inconsistent.  Criteria for the reporting of an incident should be reviewed with the objective of assessing when an incident needs to be publicly reported.  Cameco Australia regards Arnhem Land as prospective for the discovery of additional uranium deposits. The Ranger and Jabiluka operations demonstrate that uranium mining can be carried out in this area without impact on the surrounding environment. The monitoring and reporting regime must allow for public confidence so that new deposits in the region can, if found, be developed with the support of local communities and the broader public. Overly restrictive reporting requirements have contributed to the misconception that the Ranger and Jabiluka operations, and the industry as a whole, are environmentally unfriendly.  

There is increased support for the nuclear industry, which marks the beginning of a resurgence in this clean power source.  The nuclear industry’s contribution to medical research and helping to minimise the greenhouse emissions problem has been clearly demonstrated and its endorsement as part of the overall solution worldwide to provide efficient power generation is internationally recognized.  The nuclear industry is, however, an industry that is often poorly understood and often misrepresented.  Misinformation and inaccurate sensationalized statements are commonly put forward by the anti-nuclear minority.  There is clear evidence from all parts of the globe that the demand for nuclear energy will continue to grow and take its place on the global energy market as reduced dependence on hydrocarbons takes effect.  The potential benefits to Australia cannot and should not be underestimated. 

Cameco Australia has a large land position in Arnhem Land and works very closely with and to the benefit of local Aboriginal groups.  The majority of the local Aboriginal groups continue to support exploration and mining in Arnhem Land.  As primary stakeholders they are kept fully informed on all issues and have a major role to play in decision making.

In North America, Cameco Corporation has major operations in Northern Saskatchewan in an environmentally sensitive area.  Cameco and its predecessors have operated these projects for over twenty years with no adverse environmental impacts, to the advantage of local Aboriginal communities and to the benefit of the province of Saskatchewan and Canada as a whole.  Cameco Corporation’s record working with Aboriginal peoples is excellent and Cameco was recently recognized by the Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business for demonstrating commitment and leadership as part of the Progressive Aboriginal Relations program.

There is generally a poor knowledge of the nuclear industry and the uranium exploration and mining industry in particular.  There is also clearly a very poor understanding of the nature of radiation.   The nuclear industry is making gradual progress in achieving balanced and informed views on the benefits of nuclear energy.  Although Australia’s power is largely generated by fossil fuels, Australia has made a meaningful contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions through its exports of uranium for clean power generation worldwide.  This contribution to world clean energy is seen in a very positive environmental light.  It is important that appropriately regulated and monitored exploration and mining is allowed to proceed, without the constant over reaction of minority groups, so that Australia can continue to play a valuable role in the clean power of the future. 

_1022672760.doc


C







a







m







e







c







o







 







A







u







s







t







r







a







l







i







a







 







P







t







y







 







L







t







d












