Submission to the Senate Inquiry

into the

Environmental Regulation

of Uranium Mining.

     Since the splitting of the atom by Rutherford and Oliphant in 1942 uranium mining has been the skeleton in the closet of all allied nations. Australia being the world’s largest single deposit of the element (approx 30%) we have been at the forefront almost all of the time.

    Whilst for many years this was purely a CSRIO operation, from the eighties forward uranium has become one more item in the relentless propensity to consume with no consideration for either the environment or the human race. This is totally contrary to;

1. The Confederacy of the United Nations.

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3. The principles agreed to at the Rio summit of 1987.

4. The formation and the signing of Agenda 21 in 1992.

It is therefore with grave consideration in it’s fullest premise that I make this submission. For whilst it is evident that uranium mining has become an integral part of Australia’s GDP, that is no justification for the acquiescent laissez faire attitude that is so prevalent in the present policy. Like so many other Federal issues at the moment the government’s treatment of this serious concern has bred distrust and apathy to the point of loathing and I would remind all and sundry that “The love of money is the root of all evil”.

   As an independent Senatorial candidate I will be watching this issue with more than just a casual interest for it strikes me as a perfect exercise to sort the wheat from the chaff.

   Listed below are the “minimum requirements” I desire to see the senate form a policy for, but of course I am expecting that those of you who are already there will be more than able to exceed this, thereby justifying your existence.     

At Beverley and at Honeymoon ISL mines

· The Federal and South Australian Governments to commit to protection of groundwater –including no discharge of mine waste to groundwater, to prohibit underground leaks into connected aquifers and to require rehabilitation of mining impacts on groundwater.

· The Inquiry to recommend increased monitoring of operations and public reporting of all radioactive leaks

· The Inquiry to recommend a new public environmental assessment of the management of mine wastes 

At Kakadu mines

· The Federal and NT Governments to facilitate the rehabilitation, lease relinquishment and incorporation of the Jabiluka and Koongarra mineral leases into Kakadu National Park.

· Rio Tinto and relevant government agencies to support a phase out, exit and rehabilitation strategy for Ranger, including aiding the establishment of a viable Aboriginal economy independent of mining.

·  The Inquiry to articulate a credible action plan to prevent the development, rehabilitate the impacts and incorporate the mineral lease of the Jabiluka site , in order to protect the region’s World Heritage property and values.

· The Federal and NT Governments to act to reduce environmental impacts of operations at Ranger, and for monitoring, reporting and regulatory regimes be strengthened to include more event based monitoring, increased monitoring scope and trigger points, and enhanced reporting.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

That the Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts References Committee inquire into and report on the regulatory, monitoring and reporting regimes that govern environmental performance at the Ranger and Jabiluka uranium operations in the Northern Territory and the Beverley and Honeymoon ISL operations in South Australia, with particular reference to:

· The adequacy, effectiveness and performance of existing monitoring and reporting regimes and regulations;

· The adequacy and effectiveness of those Commonwealth agencies responsible for the oversight and implementation of these regimes and 

· A review of Commonwealth responsibilities and mechanisms to realise improved environmental performance and transparency of reporting.
Democratically yours,

Kaijin Zah Kenisciehad.
