April 22, 2003

MEDIA STATEMENT

PROPOSED PLASTIC BAG LEVY IS TOKENISTIC AND SHALLOW

The imposition of a $260 million annual levy on plastic shopping bag users would be a waste of time and effort.

Shadow environment minister Bernie Masters has criticised Greens senator Bob Brown for introducing a plastic bags levy Bill into the federal parliament. 

Mr Masters stated that there is no useful data on whether plastic bags constitute a significant litter or environmental problem, arguing that it is bad government to make decisions in the absence of meaningful data.

He also stated that diverting three billion plastic bags away from landfill sites would reduce Australia’s annual 20 million tonnes of waste by just 15,000 tonnes, a reduction of less than one tenth of one percent (0.075%).

Such a reduction would be of little practical or even symbolic significance.

“If the annual cost to consumers of a plastic bag levy is $260 million, this equals a cost per tonne of about $20,000 or about 100 times higher than the actual cost of that material's disposal to landfill.”

“Anyone genuinely interested in protecting the environment and conserving our natural resources could find dozens or hundreds of better ways to achieve a genuine improvement in our environmental behaviour.”

“Senator Brown's proposed legislation is both tokenistic and inconsequential when it is compared with the many far more serious problems facing this country.”

Mr Masters called on a senate committee investigating the Bills to recommend that they be rejected by the Senate.

“If Senator Brown wishes to make a difference and be true to his so-called 'green' politics, then he and his party should stop making statements designed only to attract media attention.”

“Instead, they should seek to raise public awareness and understanding of the many more important environmental and conservation issues that urgently require addressing.”

The Bills reflect badly on the lack of substance and commitment by Senator Brown and his party to solving the real environmental problems facing Australia.
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