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The Secretary

Senate Environment, Communications

Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

To the Secretary

Re.
Plastic Bag Levy (Assessment and Collection) Bill 2002


Plastic Bag (Minimisation of Usage) Education Fund Bill 2002

I support the two bills wholeheartedly. Plastic bags are a modern scourge and threat to the environment, both in terms of pollution and their effect on wildlife.

Plastic bags litter our gutters, stormwater drains, creeks, rivers and harbours. Their dangers to sea life are well documented. A substantial levy on the acquisition of plastic bags at supermarket checkout counters would be a good start in reducing their use, as has been demonstrated in Ireland.

Once shoppers become accustomed to shopping with their own re-usable and washable fabric bags the trend will ‘catch on’ and, as has happened with smoking, there will be a largely unspoken pressure on the citizenry to demonstrate their concern for the environment, including the health benefits to living organisms.

The Roy Morgan survey showed that a majority of Australians are in favour of a levy on the acquisition of plastic bags. A financial incentive, with the cost of plastic bags itemised on checkout slips, will be a good way to start the trend referred to above. Supermarket checkout personnel also need to encourage the use of alternatives to the plastic bag. In my own household it is reported that some supermarket employees show impatience with shoppers offering cloth bags to be filled with groceries.

Australia should be a leader in the phasing out of plastic bags, not a follower!

Sincerely

Ian Macindoe

12 June 2003

