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APLA's objectives are to: 

· Encourage understanding of, and co-operation between, research and information services attached to National and State Legislatures;

· Consider any matters affecting the common interests or operations of Parliamentary Libraries;

· Initiate, develop, establish and support ideas, methods and techniques likely to result in the better functioning of Parliamentary Libraries generally, and in particular their effective provision of information relevant to the needs of the Parliamentarians they serve;

· Foster a clearer understanding of the respective needs and roles of Members of Parliament and their Parliamentary Libraries by establishing a forum for better communication between the two;

· Provide a body which can speak and act on behalf of its several constituents on matters coming within the ambit of its authority; and

· Advance the cause of Parliamentary Librarianship generally. 

Members of APLA include the parliamentary libraries of the Australian parliament and all state and territory parliaments as well as the parliaments of New Zealand and Papua New Guinea.  Members work cooperatively to ensure that developments in services and products can be readily shared and accessible to colleagues and their clients.

For the most part parliamentary, libraries serve members of the parent legislature and, as a result of extensive cooperative networks, services can also be provided to members of other parliaments when required.  Also, several members of APLA are responsible for parliamentary education services and therefore have a direct relationship with the public. 

Parliamentary libraries are privileged to have an exemption from the provisions of the Copyright Act when providing services to members of parliament who require information for parliamentary purposes.  This exemption allows parliamentary libraries to provide timely and speedy responses in an environment where time is often of the essence.  If that exemption were removed there would be a serious impact on services to members.  This exemption places restrictions on what information services parliamentary libraries can provide to the wider community.

In the mid-1990’s Australian parliamentary libraries began accessing the Internet as a means of locating and providing up to date information for members.  Parliamentary websites, both public Internet and restricted intranet sites, are being used to organise an array of information resources, both in-house and external resources, for the direct use of the members and their staff.   Because so much information is available at the desktop, parliamentary libraries are also providing formal and informal information literacy education, for their clients. This is necessary to ensure maximum benefit is gained from the vast array of information now available in the online environment.  

As a result of exposure to the Internet, parliamentary librarians realised that there was a new potential service which could be made available to the public.  Parliamentary administrations have all established web pages which allow members of the public to access information about parliament, Hansard on line, bills being debated, sitting patterns, names of members and the Ministry, parliamentary publications, explanations of parliamentary procedures and practices and in some cases live web streaming of parliamentary proceedings.  As part of a strong commitment to community service obligations, parliamentary libraries are also assisting the public by providing online research information on topical public policy issues.  For example, since 1996 the Australian Parliamentary Library has provided on its public web site copies of all its general distribution papers, bills digests, the parliamentary handbook and other research publications and subject resource guides.  In most cases this material was readily available within the parliament.  However, the creation of web sites and the need to format information for the Internet has required considerable resources of all parliaments.  In many cases parliamentary departments have absorbed these costs.

Examples of parliamentary web sites which provide information for both members of parliament and members of the public include:

ACT Legislative Assembly:  www.act.gov.au/assemblylib/
Australian Parliament:  
www.aph.gov.au




www.aph.gov.au/library
New South Wales Parliament: 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au
New Zealand Parliament:  www.parliament.govt.nz
Northern Territory Legislative Assembly:  www.nt.gov.au/lant/






www.ntlib.nt.gov.au/ntl/
Queensland Parliament:  
www.parliament.qld.gov.au/parlib/Library




www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Hansard
Papua New Guinea National Parliament: www.parliament.gov.pg
South Australian Parliament:  www.parliament.sa.gov.au
Tasmanian Parliament: 
www.parliament.tas.gov.au
www.parlaiment.tas.gov.au/tpl/tplmain.htm
Victorian Parliament:  
www.parliament.vic.gov.au




www.parliament.vic.gov.au/hans.html




www.dms.dpc.vic.gov.au
Western Australian Parliament:  
www.parliament.wa.gov.au





www.parliament.wa.gov.au/hansard
Nola Adcock, Deputy Head of Information and Research Services and Roslynn Membrey, Head of Resource Development in the Australian Parliamentary Library would be pleased to demonstrate these services to members of the Committee.

While these web sites have not been publicly promoted to any great extent they are all heavily used by members of the public indicating a high level of interest in parliamentary affairs and contemporary public policy issues.  Given the high usage rate, some consideration could be given to subsidising the contribution parliamentary libraries make to the richness of resources available through the national online environment.

The prime focus of all parliamentary libraries is on service to members and this must remain.  However, it has now been recognised that online services provided by parliaments are a valuable addition to the Australian community.  Those web sites will continue to be developed and supported within the limitations of the current level of resources.
