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Inquiry into the Role of Libraries in the Online Environment

(a) the current community patterns of demand for public information services through libraries, including the provision of such information online;

I would like to take this opportunity to request that serious consideration be given to a more transparent approach to a National Site License for electronic resources.

There are a number of models available (Canadian, UK , USA, Israel, Korea etc) which could give us the basis for developing a model useful to Australia.  

The goal and objective of such a license should be to increase access to quality and  quantity of research literature, not just to Universities but to all libraries Australia wide. This would include research organizations, federal government libraries, state government libraries, private organizational libraries and public libraries.

By expanding the information capabilities of the wider community and providing a wider range of information sources using libraries throughout Australia we would:

· Encourage innovation;

· Enhance Australia’s research abilities;

· Give Australians a chance to compete competitively;

· Aggregate the buying power;

· Secure access to an ever expanding body of peer reviewed published material;

· Reduce financial risks inherent with the move to new models of scholarly communication.

The already existing bodies such as CAUL (Council of Australian University Libraries) and NLA (National Library of Australia) should be enhanced to provide guidance and management of the license to ensure fair and equitable access.

The role of this management body:-

· negotiate with vendors, 

· develop a user friendly portal (one search engine) for the multiple products

· ensure all libraries (federal, state, private and local) have the right to access

· monitor performance of vendors

· oversee copyright and intellectual rights

The benefits of such a model would:

· give the wider community access to more information resources

· lower costs for participants

· keep abreast of international standards and changes

The Government wishes Australia to be acknowledged as innovative and competitive, therefore it should seek mechanisms to fund a national information strategy and ensure all Australians have reasonable access to information resources.
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