Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia

Telecommunications Legislation
Amendment Bill 2000

Report of the Senate Environment, Communications,
Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee

November 2000



© Commonwealth of Australia 2000

ISSN 1441-9920

This document is produced from camera-ready copy prepared by the Senate Environment,
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Legislation Committee Secretariat,
and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Parliament House, Canberra.



MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE - 39" PARLIAMENT

Members:

Substitute
Members:

Participating
Members:

Senator Alan Eggleston, Chair (LP, WA)
Senator Mark Bishop, Deputy Chair (ALP, WA)
Senator Andrew Bartlett (AD, QLD)

Senator the Hon Nick Bolkus (ALP, SA)

Senator Paul Calvert (LP, TAS)

Senator Tsebin Tchen (LP, VIC)

Senator Natasha Stott Despoja (AD,SA) to substitute for
Senator Andrew Bartlett for matters relating to Information
Technology as at 30 September 1999

Senator the Hon Eric Abetz (LP, TAS)
Senator Lyn Allison (AD, VIC) appointed for communications issues
as at 30/09/99.

Senator the Hon Ron Boswell (NP, QLD)
Senator Vicki Bourne (AD, NSW)

Senator Bob Brown (AG, TAS)

Senator George Campbell (ALP, NSW)
Senator Kim Carr (ALP, VIC)

Senator Grant Chapman (LP, SA)

Senator Helen Coonan (LP, NSW)

Senator Winston Crane (LP, WA)

Senator the Hon John Faulkner (ALP, NSW)
Senator Alan Ferguson (LP, SA)

Senator Jeannie Ferris (LP, SA)

Senator the Hon Brian Gibson, AM (LP, TAS)
Senator Brian Harradine (IND, TAS)

Senator Steve Hutchins (ALP, NSW)

Senator Susan Knowles (LP, WA)

Senator Meg Lees (AD, SA)

Senator Ross Lightfoot (LP, WA)

Senator Kate Lundy (ALP, ACT)

Senator Sue Mackay (ALP, TAS)

Senator Brett Mason (LP, QLD)

Senator Julian McGauran (NPA, VIC)
Senator Jan McLucas (ALP, QLD)

Senator Shane Murphy (ALP, TAS)

Senator Aden Ridgeway (AD, NSW) appointed for arts issues as at
30/09/99

Senator the Hon Chris Schacht (ALP, SA)
Senator John Watson (LP, TAS)



Committee Secretariat

Ms Andrea Griffiths, Secretary

Ms Yvonne Marsh, Principal Research Officer
Mr Michael Gallagher, Research Officer

Ms EmmaJane Will, Executive Assistant

Tel: 02 6277 3526
Fax: 02 6277 5818

Email: erca.sen@aph.gov.au
Internet; www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/erca ctee/index.htm



mailto:erca.sen@aph.gov.au
http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/erca_ctee/index.htm

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE - 39" PARLIAMENT.............. i
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt V
CHAPTER ONE ...ttt 1
INTRODUCTION ...ttt et reatesreaneeneenseee s 1
BaCKGIOUNG. ...ttt bbbttt nb b 1

TRE Bill.. et nre s 1
CoNAUCE OF TNE TNQUITY ...veiiiieeee e e 4
CHAPTER TWO ..ottt 5
TELECOMMUNICATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2000................ 5
Structure of proposed amMENAMENTS ........cuiiiiirierire e 5
Schedule 1: Role of the ACA and ACCC - Telecommunications Act 1997 ..................... 5
Schedule 2: The role of the ACA - Australian Communications Authority Act 1997 .... 7
Issues raised DY the Bill..........ccooiiiiiii i s 8
SUMMIBIY ..ttt b e bbbt et e s bt e ne e e e beeneanne s 20
RECOMMENUAIION: ...t 20

The Committee reports to the Senate that it has considered the Telecommunications
Legislation Amendment Bill 2000 and recommends that the Bill proceed without
AMENUMENT. ..ot te e st e s te e e e sre e teeseesseesbeeneesreenseeneesneennens 20

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2000

............................................................................................................................ 21
MINORITY REPORT BY ALP SENATORS ..ot 21
BaCKGIOUNG. ...ttt bbbttt be e nre s 21

[N QUITY ISSUBS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et b e e e e st e e e e s bt e e st e e beeenbaenbeeanbeeteennnaens 22

(a) domain name registries’ MONOPOIY .........ccuviiiiiiiieieie s 22

(D) COMPELITIVE PIICING ...vveivieeiie ettt ae e sree s 23

(c) domain name policies and COMPELITION ISSUBS ........c.ovververvirierierinieieeeee e 23

(d) the existence of the Bill’s safety-net measures might undermine the self-regulatory
PTOCESS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt ekttt ekt e ekt e e bt e ekt e e s b e e e e nb et e e Rt e e e R bt e e Rb e e e bn e e e br e e nnbr e e nnreeenn 24



Vi

Conclusion

TELECOMMUNICATIONS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2000

............................................................................................................................ 29
AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRATS MINORITY REPORT ..o 29
TRE Bill ..o 29
BaCKGIOUNG. ...ttt bbb bbb nre s 29

LSS UBS ... eeet ettt ettt e et ettt et e e et et e e eeeeeeeeteee— e reeeeeteeetarraeeeettteaa i rrreeeteteer i raaas 29
(000] o] 10157 (o] o HUUTTTT RO 30

YA e = =t N 15 1 15 Gt T 31
LIST OF SUBMISSIONS ..o 31

YA e = N1 5 1 15 G 33

WITNESSES AT HEARING.......ooiiiii s 33



	MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE - 39TH PARLIAMENT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS



