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S SUBMISSION
To

The Secuary

Senate Community Affairs Commitige
Suite S1 59

Parliament House

Canberra A CT 2600

* EXTENDING KNOWLEDGE OF LIFE-TIME IMPACT OF HISTORICAL
ABUSE ON THOSE ABUSED IN CHILDRENS"HOMES and similar PLACES”

Preamble: PYCELXD;

[ am Muriel Valmai Dekker nee W;}son. In or about 1937 or 1938 1 was m Dr Dill
Mackey’s Childrens’ Home Sydney.

‘Then white still in Sydney [ was later, raaferred to andherhome~« FosTes bo- ne.
From about 1941 or 1942 I was placed in W. R. Black Childrens” Home in Chelmer
Brisbane, Queensiand. A record in Queensland shows that I was a State Ward under
Care and Control,

T understand that this was because I was Status Offender because my mother, a
widow, was to0 poor 1o keep me.

1 am not subject to court action.

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1 now respond to the terms of refernce,
1 Ca)m relation to any government of non-government instituitions, and fostering
practices, established or licensed under relevaniiegisiation to provide care
and/ or education for childran:

(¢ whether any unsafe’ improper’ or unlawful care or treatment of the children
eccured in these instituitions or places

(1) | whetdgr any serfous breach of any relevant sttutory obligation occured when

the children were in care or under protection and

Lint Jan estimate of the scale of anry unsafe; improper or unlawful care or treatment
of children i such instt aitions.

RESPONSE TO ITEM 1 OF TERMS of REFERENCE

THREATS:

We were threatened in the Sydney Home that if we didn’t behave the boys’
penises would be eut off and the girls private parts sewn

The we wouid be put or rather locked under the housé 3 E%K place without 2
window  with the rats and spiders.



/
PROBABLY ILLEGAL EXPERIMENT [ i gf vepriof

. From an add in a magazine I received calls and letters from around Australia. I
had asked for others who had beenin  Dr Dill Mackeys Home to contact
me.

One of the callers t0ld me that she had been another childrenshome e same
street as Dr Dill Mackeys. “We never saw any of the children froaOr Dill
Mackevs Home going to schoolkever. We saw other children from childrens
homes going to school but net from Dr Dill Mackeys. There seems to have
been some kind of experiment going on with the children from Dr, Dl
Mackevs either not to give them any educafion or to @n-ly educate them in
some experimental wajf n the home ™ or words to this effect she toid me-

ABCESSES and ANEMIA

1 got many abeesses while in this childrens home and { was very weak and
tired jndicative of anemia. Later anemia was diagnosed. I feel that the poor
fltggz\i gg fpod and its Hruted amount affected my immune system, ¢@vsieg
The abcesses were lanced by holding me down. No an2esthetic was usued.
But to be fair to the home staff they did wake me up at night {o give me
sulphur md molasses or treacie.to try to help me.

A STAFF MEMBER GIVES AN UNSAFE IMPROPER ORDER

A staga membe, who told us to call her “nurse”got a severe bout of
influenza. As a result she filled alarge bathtub fuil to the top with her mucous
fiiled handkerchiefs. | Nurse ordered me to kneel down and plunge my hands
isth the slimy mess, [ knels there for a long time before | could pungs in my
arms, | feel something died m me that day..

THE FOSTER HOME - SLAVE AABCHL
It is apparent that a breach of statutory obligation occered when | was used as
slave labour in the foster home.

~‘Nurse would have obsesved that T was a very passive compliant child on the
whole. When she resigned from the childrens’home she preemiled on my
mother to let her take in my half-brofer and me as foster children. Then

“ nurse, used this opportunity to use me as slav'e le poost |

For example, when she went out for a drive with her marreeddanghter and her
children she left me behind to scrub the whole house upstairsaid downstairs
and mind the baby too.”Mind you get it all done by the time we get

home, nurse’said.

ThE SECOND CHILDRENS HOME

INOR ABQW'ﬁ%I or 1947 1 was made a ward of the State under Care and
Control because my mother was too poor to pay for my kiep in the Childrens”
Home, iV S V&assinyd Arrz we Lef7 Sy0 Yo o

| recal| unsafe, improper, and uniawful treatment and breaches h&ppﬂnff&ﬁ 'm
this childrens home.as follows,
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UNLAWFUL ASSAULTS

The Forde Enquiry of 1999 in Queensland, into abuse of children in the past in
childrens'homes shows that the matron continuously assaulted the children.
The Report says how one girl was gven hit with a hot iron, The matron bashed
us with anything that came to hand including bits of wood.

['was hit across the nose with the leg of & pit was not attached to the chair.
My nose was gashed open and bloody,

“What happened to vour nose?” my mother asked me on one of her rare visits.
To-day, @gnd since then [ haeto sleep holding up my cheek to open my
nostrills to get anough air fo breath to go to sieep.

TORTURE

The matron made the children stand for hours with their arms stretched up
high above their heads, When our ams fell we were beaten.

if this happened in a war prisoners camp it would be called torture-by the
internat¥onal community.

EDUCATION IS INTERFERREDWITH.

The matron stopped us from studying,”You needn thother studving. You're
nsthing. You Il always be nothing. You're from the gutter. You'll end in the
nzinmng always 14 g

gulter” She geid.

The verbal abuse not only damaged my education it humiliated me and
damaged my self esteem. My school work suffered.

As a resuit when I was taken out of the home at about 13 vears of age the
Kelvin Grove State Primary School found it necessary to put me back two
grades from grade seven or grade eight. 7 G Repe S
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T was a 12 vear old or thirteen vear old put with children of about ten vear

old, &fuT when my education was no longer inerferred with and I could study
before and after schoot T went from near bottom of the class to the top ﬁye‘i submit
that T was niot backward and it was only the interference in the childrens home with
my education that held me back,

WARD OF THE STATE T was st} a ward of the State then but in my mothers care.

BREACH OF LAW

The law in the 1940 was that children had to attend school to 14 vears of age. Thus

would include their 147 year.

! understand that the State 2lso had a duty of care to ensure that wards of the State had Wocatrop
+ gmplovment.

But when [ was 13 and my mother asked the officer of the State to let me teave school,

this iljegal permission was given. The State never even ensured that I had a job

either. As a result T was left at 13 without education, tife-skills or job.

1 TERMS OF REFERENCE , ,

i, {b) The terms of reference referwto the extent and impact of the long-rerm social
and economic consequences of child abuse and neglect on individuals, families
and Australian society as a whole, and the adequacy of existing remedies and

-~ gupport mechanisms
(¢ Whether there is a needfor a formal acknowiedge by Australiangovernments of
the bumarn anguish arising from any abuse and neglect suffered by children
while in care.
(& In cases where unsafe, improper or unlawful care or treatment of children has
occured, what measures of reparation are required;

("} Y Whether statutory or administrative limitations of harries adversely affect those who
wish to pursue claims agamst perpetrators of abuse previously involved in the care of
children; and

(g ) The need for public, social and legal policy to be reviewed to ensure an effective and
responsive framework to deal with child abuse matters in relation to:

(h : . . _

Any systernic factors contributing to the oceurrences of abuse and ‘or neglect,

{ /] JAny failure to detect or prevent these occurrences in government and non-government
institutions and fostering practices, and
(i . . .
S And anv necessary changes required in current peiicies. practices and
reporting mechanisms.

RESPONSE: LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF ABUSE

I response to item (Vf ¥ as an individuat affected by abuses the long-term effects
included having to take low-paying jobs such as cleaning. Not having the life skilis to
know about studying at night. And even had I known [ would not have had encugh
money from my wages to pay Tor books and study.

et : . ,
Tf the State ™ performed its duty it could have helped me to find a way fo continue
my studies.

As a result of the State’s lack of duty of care I had 1o take low-paying jobs. I had o
life-skilis. And poor literacy skills. I suffered two nervous breakdowns; the first when
about 14 or 15 years of age. The second breakdown was when | was builied and
‘harassed at worlyin a big institution,] had no capacity to stand up for myseif against 2

i i




supervisor because Tlad no self-esteem as a resuit of being abused in childrens’

Suic f}g{:ll:es To-dav a psychiatrist writes that § continue to suffer post traumatic stress. A
£

e L - i . . N ‘\Q.:j_\i‘\ C
fecause of the effects of being abused in childrens homes»»® = unable to protect
myself when harassed and bullied again at work in a big institution, — |

suffered ancther breakdown and tried to commit suicide.
Due to the breakdown I was put on an invalid pension . I lost my job of 21 vears
SETVice. . I ¢ Orhers

: . . L y sFofu Thal by Siurtas wip$ecis of CLAess |
The cost to Australian society is obvious. faen adlpAY That 230 2eint S5
The irony 1s that [ conld have served my country as a nurse. Paid tax and had happy
fulfilling life.

Instead [ was so disturbed that I could not care for my only child, tried to commit
f}ﬁé{:idﬁ;{;’gg& Was put onto an invalid pensioQ*Qaut not mn this order)z’rwo Bito heop
REMEDIES REVIEW ,

Existing remedies i some areas are an improvement. A new chiddrens’centre in
Queensland has a swimming pool and exercise room. Instead of children being
assaulted they are counselled.

But for other children support mechanisms appear inadequate For example where are
the homes for thousands of children living in moral danger on the streets?

Health care is inadequate for those abused in the past who because of abuses have
poor heaith and health needs.that are not being meet. Many of those abused in the past
die early. They had drugs to quiet them forced on them.and inadequate nutrition. ;x rw J
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As well as early deaths there are suicides. These factors indicate . that existing
remedies and support mechanisms are not mesting all nesds.

An exanmple is that two vears of psychological counselling is all that will paid for. But
when 18 years of abuse affects a former resident in childrens homes and places it
may well take longer than two vears to assist such a person. The arbitary cut-off at
#wo vears is an inadequacy in the care system.

Being able 10 meet at the Aftercare Resource Centre A R C Land at the ESTER
CENTRE g he i)‘"f{f-‘ljg /»-’;k’(? Cavts Buen S G Y ORar kel j‘iﬁfj,ﬂ G 5({!‘? - (’.’,S&ﬁ?__t{ P
Tha; is funded by the Queensiand government, AT the Ester centre we
recerve traiming in advogacy, leadership, puplic-speaking. We have a special drop-in
day for ihcsg: who were in the childrens homes, We advoeate for prior Lty access for
:if{ifa{i}fi? Jfor example. We now have prority access for dental care. BuT scimg _
s i eheas g DL (DT O00E R rhase | e oy T
it ZOvcuo Bor el s i o ekt shepuh e &S5
REPEIVG TC rrEM IC PN :
In respect to (d) There {s most definizelv a need for a formal acknowledgement by
Australian governments for the human anguish arising from abuse and neglect
suffered by children while m care. Tough Queensland under the Beattic govermument
has given this apology many of those who were abuséd sent them back, 7

2

The reason for sending back the apologies is that those abused felt the apology was o wid

too watered down, For exampie,the apology said that the perpetrators, “did their best i;} TH\L,E% :
in the light of the day™, or words to this effect. But they did not do there hest$lhe !
iaws of the day clearly shows that assault, for example, was unacceptabie And how

old are the ten commandants?

2.




REPARATION
= In response to item (&) measures of reparation should include an apology without
qualifications.
= The amount of psychological counseiling that is necessary for the particular
individual. swo Ll & AV LAgAE
= Finantial assistance to study, Z<? §edo/iry G MFE AS WELe SHCULE Ba Blecwgd,
= Compensation like other countries have given to those abused in chiidrens home and
places in other countries such as Ireland, Holland, Canada.seor-/n Bg ¢ABATED.
In respact to finantial assistance to study. Some assistance is giiven from funds from
the Forde Enquirv. But some recipienis are told only limited amounts may be granted.
®  Therefore a full course may not be abie to be completed. 7 42 =nwas |
- The problem is that insufficient money is available i capital so the intersst is
minimal.

BARRIERS TO PURSUING CLAIMS
N e sPon v o ’f\'.uﬂty,
The statute of limitations bars cases from court. Those whe have nevertheless gone
to court have in one instance lost their house it is clarmed. Others are told their case
cannot be heard.

The stroke of a pen by state Premiers could overcome this difficulty.

But there are administrative barmers foo.Many documents are alieged to be
destroved or not 10 have been kept. As concrete evidence 1s required in courtthe court
would not hear such cases.

Many of the perpetrators are dead s0 there could not be a court case.

But fiduciary care may be abie to be appiied.

Though costs of court would be prohibitive to many people abused in the childrens
homes.

Therefors tribunal hearings as arranged in other countries would be the best avenue.
This is reascnable and has been successfully apphied in other countries.

REVEW OF SOCIAL POLICY

In response to item (g).

Endemic systerme failures continue to plague our society now refer to the service providers in the svster
Many in the system feel that they are invulnerable. That they can do anvthing they like

and get away with it. That they will not be made accountable.

. The writer is aware that abuse could have been prevented in a childrens home, that the
N3 authorities knew, that a former resident savs she has the evidence they knew bur did

nothing to remove the perpetrator or to stop the abuse.
The probiem for a child reporting being abused ﬂzat further abuse can result because
they reported abuse Fven adult Whist coiowers are finding that in practice protection
15 not there when they need it. This remains true even though the Whistleblowers act
gives them protection. In practice it is not there. Many Whistleblowers do the ethical
thmg and report wrong-doing then suffer the consequences of loss of jobs, harassment
and so on. But a child wouid need greater protection Finally it comes down to a lack
of conscience and compassion in the Australian A¥Ti e s |

A method that has had some success is victim impact statemenis. Also victim-
survivors having face to face sessions with perpetrators has awakened some
perpetrators 1o sea the etfects on others of the wrong they are perpetrating.

ENDS

Muriel Valmai Dekker 14 June 2003
et / ‘ «‘,g"; Y /-2, /("(":r =3 L‘a





