sobym.nm\ f R R’.

In this submission, re countemporary care issues for voung people, T
wish to identify & parsllel the gemersiiosnal overlan heitweesn the
current lack of ward rights, in determining their own positive 13ire
outcomes, and my ovwn negative wardship experience BAVTE BLO.

_ “ everations
» to Tocus on the ueed for refowm, Jor the rights of

Little Las changed for wesrdenip clients, and I ér-w on 3 &
dies )
nd all children living in out of home care,

a8 case sgtudl
Shte wWards, a

I bvase thls further submission, om the previous submissionsg
« Submission 369: VYWerdehip Iscues: 1965~1871

» Subsission 43%: Wardshiy Issuves: 1971-1582
e 1982-2004

« Bubmiszion €9 Wardship Ismsu

INTER=-GINIRATT WAL WARDSHIP HARDSEIP m 1965#79??

Referencer Submission %69: Part 7. Pages 1T: A ruined 1ife,
Part 2; Issues Raised:; Pages 1-3,

IN SUMMARY, from Sub. 369

As 2 young ward, aged 12~18 I was pade vowerlees in my own lifefs
managemnent, functieoning and ovicomes, despite being a bright, asrticulate
and mature young person. I was rendered 'mute’ by lack of any mechanisnm
with wiilch to assert actionm by virtue of welfares policy of exoluding
wardship perticipetion, at 81l levels of decision making and daily
funetioning.

Critical informatlion was withheld from me, and I wes consequentially
vnable Yo avail oppertunities that should have been my god given rigat,
I nad no mesns to raise these concerns with ny guwerdisn, the State,

nor the imsediate carer, a non-government prganisetion. I did not have
an advocate or revresentative, or alternative nechanisn. ¥y social
worker was shared beltween hundreds of others, snd haé an unsitiainable
caseload. Wo-one knew what she reslly 4id,

I wasg soclially isoclated in a cottage group home, and lived/existed/
survived, at the behest of cruel and sadistlc workers who delishted in
menacing and taunting me, beeause they chose to deem me a socletal
reject, by virtue of wardship status, znd thet being 8 powerless positior .
They were bullies, and their position and attitude was endorsed by any
lack of imtervention,

My file notes went un~reviewed, eventuslly petering ocut, due to lack
of sustensnce, snd interest.

I therefore had no protection from these abusers, who made it their

mission to destroy any self-esteem that I tried to sustain and defend,

I would not submit to their deomination, or be cowerced to thelr own

velue system. I tolersted this zbuse, bulling & sense of resentment

and consternstion, in the face of repeated sasertions that

«I versonally was & [sllure to esoclety, that I would amount fo notihlng,
thet I didn't beléng nywhere, and basieally that I offered, nor had,
eny currency in 1ife, despite being an A grade student, and withestanding
thig regine.

This was 8, ic geenario of ers nd Oreate, cites ourrent
éxam@ e w1%ﬁfn %%e guven?fe jus%%ce statem %oaay.’
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I was not told of any basic rights, afforded by curreant preveiling
legislation, that, for example at 16: I could have left welfare, and
lived independently 1f I had provided the means to 40 so.

I had wanted %o do thie, and had repeatedly asked, what the policy was
for this? I was told at 15, that 'I was thinking too far ahesd
of my time'. This was incorrect, ¢nd used to fobh me off.

At that time, I held a holiday job, snd with reasonable guidence and
minimed support, I feel that I could have successfully boarded and
attended s trnining course - and I truly believe that myv life outcomes
woeld have been guite different.

Instend in the remaining 2.5 yre. of susiained and escalating bullying,
and the cruelty of keeping me in a dependant eapacity, by withhelding
opportunity and information, I exited wardship with a broken persona.

T was crushed, before life's resl race had begun. It was re:ily 1like
emerging into the light from & long dark mentance. Unfortunately, I
emerged as # welfare adaptotion of the suthentic self that has to date
been lost to me., Welfare's influence in my life was insidious and

the damage far reaching.

I would have to quesiion the whole point of the exercise, and many
young wards feel the seme, running away to seek refuge amongst street
peera, this insgstant, ' '

In my case, my core ITlame had gone out. ¥y needs and wants had been
buried, as T fought =z losing battle of control ve conflict, just to
exiet. I was utterly powerless and became emoti-nazlly snd peychologicall
erippled to met, and that is whet I ultimately learned: Deafeatisn,

and what psychologleis eall, 'Lesrned Helplessness',

Befors welfare, a2t 12yrs, I was well-adjusted, reasonably chesrful,
ambitloue, hardworking and a very conscientious young person, with

8 socisl counsclence, who wente. to succeed in 1ife. I believed that
the 'work ethle' rewarded those that applied themselves., Yet, T
ended up on life's seraphesp, ultimately welfare dependant: 'another
one hite the 8ustt, I did not do drugs and alcchol, like many young
today, to cope. Instesd, enxiety, depression and ill-health met me
ground the other corner,

I believe that we were programmed and conditionsd by our wardship
culture of inferiority fto assume negative 1ife outcomes, and take
our designed places in the lowsst levelg of the hierarchial class
system, uneducated and assured to 'not go beyond our station',

le. '

« I had had no informagtion sbout the the terms and conditions
of my wardship tenuore

« I bhad no mechanism Lo ask or receive sny information about
my placement. I could not voice any coneerns, I had no knowledge
of my own situztion. This hes not charged.

« I hod no cese worker after the age of 13.

« I hed ne other representative, advocete, and interested family
members were excluded in this eanacity, as they were 'out of
the egustiont,

- In the absence of sny information, misinformation was bandied about,
and Tormed the besis for ill-covceived and sometimes terrible actions

« Vitel information, re cross-services such as schooling wzs asectively
withheld Trom me, and any Tamily member

» Previous guardisns were disenfranchised from any contribution, and
trezted the same way =2s myself, They were told that 'everything
weg belng taken care ofY, when the opposite reality prevailed.
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- enguiries by myseil were Qigmisced. I had 3o 'shut up snd put
up'. I had no righits of zecess, no power or iafiuence, or
anyone to defend my interests and position : o

« I did not heve zecess to my Tile., I did not know that I even had
a file, ' ' ' 7

Things that I had sa2id convergationally, in &zily living, in =

thome~care' environment were reported as verbage on my File,

. the file was w ritten like & police report

» unegatively velue-laden and offensive comments were nade ahout
wy poor family members. They were portrayed as ‘freskst,
The reporiing waes prejudicial and defamnatery, and highly subjecti. o,

Yet, this was used as the basis for decislion making s0lely.

«  f ecounld not witness these n&tés, to refute or assert an sliernative
perspective. Nor 4id arnyone elme.

- Recommen@ed amctious were not acted on, due to lack of staffing
or intveresst,

- Letters of concern from my father, on the Tile, were uever shown
to me, T thought that his silence, had been éue %o lack of any
care. For yesrs, until 45, I held thet misbelief.

. VWhen I asked to leave at 16, I wes told I couldn't. This was
inecorrect.

2% 1Tyr2.10 monthe, I was told to fast track it out the door,
or I'4 be headed for Winlaten, with a wardship extension to 21.

To this dey, I cannot understend this reasoninsg.
Many of these situations I now regard as grossly abusive,

Mine iz & typleal story of this erm, and one of Fundreds that
testify to systemic 'care' failings, as evidenced during this Senate
Inguiry,

CURRENT RELEVANCE. 2004

I, and many senior 'ward gradustes' wiho made Submissions to this
Tnauiry are ACUTELY AGGRIZVED te witness theme same wardship scensrias
and dominant issues for current young wards, 40 vears later, i.e.
approx. 13 complete terms of parliament later.

TODAY: 2004: COreate, stotes, that as at 2000,
Wardship outcomes sres

o 20% of young peopls leaving care are unemployed
« T5% with ¢are beckgrounds do not complete secondary sehool

. 35% with care backgrounds enter juvenile justice imstitutions
« 50% of homeless 14-17 yr.olds have been ‘in care!.

Ihere sre no EYPECTATIONS that young people can reverse their
misfortune, and there are no provision of the means to do so.

e
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These unfortunate younz p Gale gre burdened wfth_W“ny 0i the peme.
issues, and wien reading their siorl 5y I experience & slckening se:
of DEJEL VU, &8s fhong h,ﬂlzaarelj I could ﬁﬂve written those stories
myseld from my own *1f¢; taroundheg Day'! refl, Créste:lub, 6%,

It ig like standins in their shoes, whilst lockling bhack at wmyself
longtitudinally, : : : : : -

Their siories mosily relate to younz people Teeling overvhelmed and
completely helvpless by the enormity of the buresucratic frame under
wiich their lives are Llived and governed., fThey ares unable to be key
players in thelr own lives as I was.

They are lost in Tthe care sysiem, orbitting in some-omne else's volition,
dicenfranchised Lfrom thenselves as I was. They will learn the same
tflﬁ,* thet T éid:; despondancy, anger, rejecti n, worithlessness,
inferiority, despair, absndonment, T@J”ﬂtl@m, fear, snxiety, depression
ete., The Pragedy being, that this is preventable.

They are prevented Irom translating thelr needs and wante inte

perscnal effectiveness on a daily, Tunctloning level, and to plan
poeitive 1life outcomes post wardship exit, They are therefore prevented
from normal maturstion, at age sppropriate development, and this is
also a dlstinet diszdvantsge.

They emsrge from wardship with a psychological background of 'learned
helylaasmess’, icet Bnd alone, vewy vulnerable and emctlionsliy fragile
ard at rvisk of further sbuse in a fiercely conpetitive and retionally
driven world.

They are iil-equipped to survive, and many don't - eg. they are overw

represeated in youth suicide figures. . Thelr vmlnﬁrabiliﬁy and

veduced cirvocumsitances position them to be obvious fto those looking for

gain, and young girles and hoye are particularly preved upon, whilst
ing to survive. I argue the casge for after-cere funding znd

services in Sub. %89,

Weardship, per se, still, fails children to coustruet positive life
outecomes. T cannot drow any ovher conclusion from these alerming
gtatistics, and I ecan identify the problems, often Ilnsurmounntable
that coniront thexn from system insdeguacy.

STATUS gUe: 2004 .
Refs Sub.B813; Youth 0Lff the Ftreets.

vather Rilev, of Youth 0Off The Stresets,..Sbu.81 picks up these children
when they 1lter ..... 11y 1live on/eff +the streets, His organisation receives
no zevernment funding, as they refuse to ps ycho~§athalmglsp children

snf this iz & funding eriteris that they morally refuse $o comply with.

Yet, Father Riley has succese with these young neople, becsuse they are
trezted as kwey participants in their own lives, and are trsated with
respret, Tegard and compasgsion,

How can ke get it so risght, snd the ‘systen?! gzet it so wong?
Therein lies The snswers.

You*ﬁ QL fhe &3 neﬁ funding, Saving lives from the scraphesp
1 sqci saf %ré %%&%e G5 Ehasn ey,
1 e. nalng’ lﬁVPS ﬁen%.

e/
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SPECIFIC PARATLELS OF IYSTEMIC DEFTCINNGY: 1982-28004

Refererices Submlssion 69: Cresie.

WHAT YOUNG WARDS ARY SAVING THEMSELVES

Young people, year 2004, say that they are not key nlayers in

thelr own lives, They have little say, and if sgo, they are treated
in a token way. They are not given information, and their input

ig of = discretionary status, They have no inherent righte. They
are not gilven critical infornstion effecting thelr lives, nor
information with which to make decisions,

eg. Create Report Card, 2002 (Pages 16-17). Submission 69:

'Desplte peolicies and legislation thet seek the participation
of children & young people in care in the major decisions
affeeting their 1ife, many children & voung people in care
not particlpeting in these decisions. Deelsicons sre belng
nade around them with little explesnation and with no avenues
te provide Teedback or complaint about a decision.

« some ehildren =snd young people indicated thelt they felt
that thelr views were not teken seriously:
Ihecruse they laugh 2t me' ..., Anja,1Tyvrs
‘vhen we gay somethlins they forget about 1t' Pamnike,17yrs

'Gaceworwers need to sitop making deeislons for ]
otnery people. I never had a gy in anyihing'..Zoe 15yve.

Some ol the children & yvoung people surveyed by Cresie,
identified that whilst their views were ioken inte scrount,
aetion was not always followed throuszgh,

gg. I think th=sy took the views serlously when they nmade my
plan btut when they setuelly had to do the workz, they
cidatt anymere., T don't think they respect us very
BUch. ... Aron 17.
"ihe plan iz relevant for my needs but for what I want
no. I can't get what I want. They don't answer your
guesticns.,. Ien 17 yrs,.

tonsure the cugoing and mesningful part-

Create refers to the need to oing ¢ i i
inecare deglsions affecting

ieipation of children & veoung peoule
their livee,

Oreate makes recomrendsticn 1:

"Thaet children & young people are involved in 2ll stages of the care
& protection process and thet a2ll sitske holders provide opporfunities .
for their views te be hesrd and scted upon' vis seversl mechanisms(P13,
Ji.e. engaging children & young people inildentifying ilscues,
neefls and vesponues
the vrovieicn of Mmowledge about whet assictance 1ls available
to them
. referrsl to appropriate services where necessary and agresd to
by the ehild or young person

-
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. the provision of respons 17 = reguest is denied

« the wrovision of complainte mechanismws and g ort bto use them

o informing children & youns people of the involvement of
others in the child preotection process.

‘Revolving ' Casewsrkers

Younz people say that ceseworkers sre not ztsble cossisziant Tigures,
but change ali the time. Young people cannot build any emotiocnal
security becsusze of this, and they eannot wuild trust or bonds with
these transitory Tigures, This ie reciprocal, as gasegorkers ars
undergtafied and overextended with caselesds they cannot Fulfil,
(¥o change in 40yrs). Theze workers sre not significant other
figures, nor are fthey sueccessful advecates, as the sysiem works
against their effectiveness., Flanning fails ss 2 resuld, and
results fall. Casewprkers sre not impertisl and are emploved fehis
organisstlons thet deliver an azgenda. In mome cases, 14% of 4143
chlidren & young people surveyed by Create Llu 2002, did not have
=ntal caseworker 8t 211. They therefore had no representation

st enild, to support and care for the child as they grow &
e iy

]
'The concept of caseworkers being clloecated $o every child & young
person io To give onme persom the reppensibility for BEING THE ADVOCATE
for tha & &
18.21 ‘fdi

"The majority of casewerkers acrogs fustralis are overworied,
gtressed and lasuflfieiently supported. They carry very high

caseload ratics, effen with 2 complex nix of child protection
and out o home cere cases, and thev are reguired fo sct in
the best intereets of the child, in a systenm that ig grossly
ilnadeguster.

-

o

CACE PLANS (nef, =26}

Al <hough Statutory Uare Departments across Austrelis ze responsible
for emsuriag thet every child and voung person in out of home care
hag a curreni case plen, which & ddresses ftheir individusl needs, =
surveys and consultation by Jreate, indicate thet thip is not the
caze for all childven, i.e. OF 143 children surveved, 64% were svare
thet they had 2 case plan, %6% were not awsre that they had a2 case pla

There is also evidence to show thot ease plans are not child/young
person focusced:
eg., T27: '3 have only had 7 cese confersnces in my whole 1life
in the last 2 yre, before that I wesn't allowed to have
anything to 46 with them. Thev {(Does) controlled my life.

Tanys, 18,

*The Trepaviment don't listen, they never iet me go to

case conlerences. They do things they think are right but
sren*t. I never got the oproriunity, not sven 4o hear

whiat thsy were SEVINE AUOUT me,

Belinda, 17yrs.

5 e s f'i?
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'It (the case conference) was 8 total disastern., They
didn't Tigten amd maele me go out welf way through.
payvehologiat was saying things that was supuosed to

y ying 38 i

he cont 1ﬂ@nt1”l” Jake 14,

vng pgocle want Independant and regular monitoring of 211 childre:
& vyoung veople in cAre

thet it 13 eriticel Tor voung people fo have

it h thelr case worker (& advocate) itc ensure that

se concerns and igsues theay may have, 2nd {reate

't the government employ INDEPEWDANT ed rocaten
Cremte would like to see abuse in care protccols fTo easure that
mechanisma to rTeport and act on abuse are $W“t%ﬂvﬂﬂ Qnﬁ are more
responaive and that ehiljren are aware ithat these exizit, and that
thew ean access these measures,

T can really relate to these assertions, It was the sams for me
BEyrs, azo. I was the only NOT CONSULTED in MY OWN 1 FE,. I

was just given direetives, from diminished opitiens 0f wmosily, what
T could not do, and mosily, I was given no inTormation, and
ineorvect misinformetion, that led to very poor suicones

vidence presented here by me personally, and by these young
via Creste, forms +the basis for the reforms that I would
to zer, viz the nmechsnist of Legal Advoeacy, and specific

snstruct of thees young peo ople's wardship lives, Torms the

their very survival as adults Cur 450 testimonies, of
h1n43?1901 reference, are prool of *ne cbortﬂomlhas and fallings
a? the -ast, and the basls of this submis:icn t g h
nngoling g@nhrablcnal aystems dysfunction.
T sunpoert Create's summary of recommendatibns Tager F0-42 and

moet importontly:

' thot our collective wole is to nuriure, reisnite and
restore each child & v oung perscon's cansecity to take
control of their lives & destiny's.’

SENATE REPORT: FPORGOTTEN AVUSTRALIANS. Aueust. 2004
TS BV IANGTON: SUNMISSIONS BE CONTEMPORARY ISHIES

ara, 1.19, P7  of this report ststed that a gecond report
wonld he made, with its main Poﬂum sn contemporary Tosier
issuves, chil%m n in care with disgabilities, and the contemporary
covernment and legal framework in which child welfare and
nroctection issues operate,

mhias Aid not state gpecifically that new 8u migsiong weuld bhe
received, i.e. it was ambiguous, and ecouid essily have been

svarlooked, or converselvy, shaerved, Howsve

heen unknown te those who had not narticina

report, or had access to a ConY of the flrs

This could compromise further submissions from o wider range of

aprlicants therefore.

could he argued ond
[

e, 1§ e w2y, that meny could not avni
facility iy} h TEeASOn
AT EERd 25" ew%mn§ iz tihe

a1
%rm%eéq 1%§§nt%hjsﬁu£gglfggs
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ite own Tinazl time date.

This would enable thosme that huvriedly wale an initial
sutmission, re historieal issues o focus on contemporary
issues, those who did not make an original surmission
te nmew 4o g0, and apelicants previcusly preciuded fron
commenting on contemporsry issues to 40 850 noW.
That is to be much valued,
DESTRED SPECITPIC QUTCOMES:
From the Fenate Inaoulry, re Tontewporsry Issues, I
woilld Like ﬁ sae:
. Legislation Tor apecific, detsiled Ward Rights to:
. inform, empower, and rovide status to an unreprecented
ané LT@F@ﬁt¢ mostly ﬁ ndvfpt?ge graup of people
in society to achieve socaetql pearity and opportunity

. Legal Advocate positions to accompany this Legislation
Lo
. repressnt and effect wardship rigts and to gilve
authority to and for people w“c are often not
represented in the welfars system independantly

ARGUMENTS TOR THE PROVI ?IOH OF ABOVE.

As wardship 18 2 legal siatus, I helieve that Wards are
entitled to the information fhat definess and accomnanies
thie definition. It meeds to be in plain language,
undersgtandadie/intelligible to young people, and contein
211 the ¥ACTE and legalitiss that goverrn thelr wardshiyp
tenure andl staniing,

d needs 2 written copv of these Terms & Conditions

hay ¥now and ars aduezted with the zuidelines

1 cover such things asg educationsl provisions
cross serviges, access to their file, to be

e of information such as =schooling and medical

n

Wards nesd to know their legal entry and exit nesns, and
what ??3V1u10n8 zfter wqrﬁs'im will exist for them, i.e&,
counselling, housing, educatinnal on;orf ynitise, medical
resoucrces, I *ﬂm% aFoxt post-wardskip service provision
in Subeission 369,

wWards themselves could be canvassed directly, via Jreats,
Tgther Riley, The Txodus Poundation, who =re out thers
at the Coallace wiith fTaese Young Teople, to input theze

Govornment werdship disclosure would talics ahout and exnlain

911 irformation fcr Wards, which hes previcusly been ommitted
from thelir ocwn gove rRance.

O b R P e



wovive this information
would he irhervent

werds would become auvbomstically
m lives, hecnuse they have

e teﬁ by & legal advocate,

ative of their werd cllenmt.

H o
=]
?v

. . p N o e
ezl advoraies
-

I
- s 1, ., N 3
representative,

young person's
the following

i
i
wie by youag person, apd csn atitend
h

s T4, 18 easlly accessi
case plon meetiangs with ward

. LA position emsurss thst there is = case plan, anfl begt practices
for ward whilst in wardghip
o L.h. is & gtoble, longer-term and less TransitoTy fizuve that
" ean build s trosting and truthiul relaflen Pip with young
Lerson, Lecsune ihhf ﬂ@v a justice background, and zet
of

independ

. T.h. meis with surety for vouns people, as this positimm is
=R etetetis ed oy legal powsrs of accountabllity, and representeiion
via court review ’

. JA. Tole models negotistion, nedistion and assertive skiills
a learning eammpl@ £o¢ emersing youth inte adulthood, thus
£

&
0

. TLA. omn advise and add veoice for young people’s concerns when
L] ¥ & > - ‘y - -
denling with an impervonal bLureauverscy

« T,th, i # sole funetien job, and not a hybrid of amalgsmated
roies sueh aw present caseworkers are confron eq with. rertaps
¢+, eouls incerporate nome of 'b cnzeworsers workload that

e thus freeing caseworkers for more Sragswocts pvecific work

. T h. works in partnership with werd cilent. It is @& supnortive,
pro-active =nd advocacy position.

. T.Ah. T be svailedvle st all times to "arde, Their vole is To
solelv revrezent and provide for %erd eclient

. T.4h. nes rvedresy wessures mvailable

T believe thot 4the crestion of Legal Advocate positions are a
more sggursc ouvtion far werd sdvocacy than the crestion of community
visgitor roles.

eea/10
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AT ananY mg Preferrved Position, royisitor Scheme
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without le
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noorly Lrained
are ays oiten seen a8
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! “A GIVTED {}}"iIT;E’

THE GASE FOR WAKD RICHTS AND LREAL ALVOGACY

Thlp is the story of a reversal of wisforitune, that otherwise
wowle comcluded, like many Ward children and voung peonle to welfare
recidivism,

Wardahip 1984 - 1990

¥y brother's deughter beceme 2 Siate Ward in the years 19781950,
when his marisge ended, snd he became 2 mingle working Tather.

He strugrled with dual roles, largely unessisied, wuntil respite
care was provided in & zroup home. The hame olosed Sue f

hardehip =nd his dausghter wzs Ffound 5 Foster home of dutbi
The welfare payment seemed to be & wmoetivetor for placenent,
nd uhe endild w=s devrived of meny tuings, As she grew clier she

&
comnlained fo me, a8 & significant other

: » Figure aud cloce relation,
gnd [ and friend, voloed our concerns to the

seocial worker,

Aiter thoromgh luvestigation it wee decided thst tihe childls elaims
were justifled, and the placsment wes dewme& uwnsuccesaful. Some of
the resgous given were severs punishments Tor small childish mige
demenours, humileting other ward children, and favouritism to an
adopted som. Money that should have been gpgnt for school excursiocns
wag often deﬁlem. There was a eomplede wismateh of *Lliving' standsrds
28 well. ALl the children were remcved,

yren the cnild was found an slternative placemend 1ivrs,

The couple were nice people, snd voung, and ver gtart their
owpn femily,. However this ohild had had a prevrmue Life bistory and
wag closver to teensge, than @arly childhood, and conflicts arocse,

The had been identified as o gifted ohild by her
very {ed 4 wrimery school tescher, who recommended 8
Z0 on ective nigh schoel, heeause she would do

new loster parents did not sgree Yo Wis, and took peculiar
nartieular offense fo this ides, They seild 'that s -

been wood enough for themselves, and what had be
snvithlng ﬁlﬁﬁ would challenge zhﬁir sutholity

Bone of us thought that this wee falr, and asked she ““1 worker
to present the case for the ¢hild's advocacy. He ﬁecl =l bo do
tviw, and so we had no alternative but To sesk fuvrther f.ﬂzg?ance
with 2 senlor bure ucrat, and the decision was reversed., The

girl wes able to go to & prominent selective girles schsol and
excelled. She was motivaled by her peers to achieve, and had an
exnectation from me That ghe could de well, that she was bright

snd that she was a wvalued and worthwhile vperson. She could ses that
I walued all of tThese things in 1ife and thet with hard work and
anrlication she would be rewarded with oppoertunity.

During these yvears the plscement broke down., Good social work
practices intervened with eritical sup port and censultsticn, and
shie wes able to live in the ngnmuaitf, in & peer grovp houvsehold,
wihth minimal ﬁE’lSumﬁ”P end & support workey whe wae accessible
constantly, 1 needed

Her own sirength and determination and high functiocning ability
enaibled ﬂwﬂurmn@m during s challenging time spy times with no

where to study she would attend = mahlie 1jsr?ry.

o..,z
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Her caseworker was svelleble, and s mature and 1:1 working
partnership wae established, smpowering her to keep on golng,
There were endangered times aso well, and peers, Iriends snd
mysell helped alo.sg the way., ghe successfully completed UEC and
geined very high marks.

She was 2t & losg of further dlrection, and ildeniity issues

around her natural perents had become emotionsl trials, and 1%

wsg & tice of emnotional risk for her. She 'dropped cut' for a while,
otions, and duvring this time of ‘being oul there! gailned

I

nEQ
to look &t o
s clossr look at some of lifes more undesirable lifestyles. She

wos pefriended by z male, 35yrs. who had unhealthy deslgns on her,
and fortunately she Tairly guickly disengaged from a seedy sltuation
thet would have underminsd her own strength of will, The situation
hecone dangerous, and thet became the wake up call. Some young

girls are preved on by these sordid itypes, who capitalise om their
vulperability, like modern day 'fagans'., e, as clder women, would
call them t'sleaze-bapgst,, leitches ete.

She sovabt 7 Fers, snd with imput Ifrom
ue all, she went on to University, to do a gemeral Arts degres,
specinlising in Zocial Sclences. 8be paintzine thet having a
high expsctztion of herself from us, and her peers coaxing hey

ou, wode the difference between going up, 2nd not down, when faced
with conflicking foroes, She slso had reasonanle gelfecagtoem, and
that inner strength gave her determinstion and an internal guide.

hely from extended Family me

gne s%till had to overcome all the barriers of belng self-guprortive
furing hner university years, and she had to iake out & lean, via

s pempue scheme, T believe that she was sxzesptionsl in thie
achievement, a3 & lot of people wouldm't have been Bble To surmount
thie obetacle, sad I believe that tertiary fees should be shelisghed
for el1i wrrds, This is sn investment in preventing welfare recldiviem,
and unemplerment statistics,

she eompleted her degree, and is professlonslly employed, and

ie sustsining family life. T am so very proud of her, She 1lg everyihing
that T would have liked 1o have been.
T tell her story to demonstrate the differsnce that regard

§ i : 5 'y T R TOR « Rt o]
recognition and real materiszl support can meke o DETERMIKE POSITIVE
LIFE QUTCOMES, and turn arpund dissdvantage.

B

we 511 belisve thaet defining moments that alierel her path
for acrievenent wWersy

. her own ablility as 2 voung person, To bravely ask Tor help
wren she wae being a2bhused,, and in The knowledge that camplalint
would be asobed upon, by ourszelves as significant other Zigures,

nd advocates, and Tor the follow up cemplalmus investigation

a 2t _ . h
by & serious minded and dedicated child nrotectlen workel

. for senior éirector sdministrative imtervention wo recognise and
asssert thet CHILDS BIGET to aveil the selective arhool advantage,
hased on her awn merid.

-

N

. advocacy and intervention was present, Ihis supporis oy
argunents for formal legal advocnte nogltions, and laglslate
rights for wWerds, i.e. in ¥his case, her right to take her:
edlicational place,

Tn my own Submissien 269, 1 talked ahout how this right was

denled me, and the untold damage I encountered with negstive
snd cruel obstruetion,

e from ML peovle instrumentel in ner life, that
ner original misforbune was 2 TempOYary &R0 reversitle dimension

only

#
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. mesetling her nesds a3 they arcse with agproyrisie service
provisieon

. Tecogpising her 88 & ‘young atult', and treating her with
meturity and dignity te meke decisions. Glving her information
and the means to do éo.

go through Wardship Irom 11-12 had been ressonably
sucevrssefal, and led to a produciive oulsoma.

! g frow 18«23 had momente of risk, =@
shroens ﬂﬁei Tor asccompanyling readily available
zervice provisicns for thess yvears, such a3

. ageistef houping DTOLTHNS
« 1: tease worker guldasnce, information, cropi-ssrvice wrovision
s, employment guldance

« This iz s%ill 2 hlegh wisk Time Tor thesa young pecnle
ax Lthey do not have parental supgort or the faoillty
%o 'sponge offt mum and Dad, or for the safety-net of
mum end dad, when trials surface,

. this is a pardicularly valnerabls and fragile groun of
neople, as theilr backgrounds have bheen inseoure snd often
snxious times, with repeated sepsrations and fislocations,

They need a sense of gecurity, snd epoiional suppori, as
¥ H

il

nerenting, can often 83ill be nesded vntil an arbifrary
figure, i say 25, Some parenis agsert, that are parente
foxr 1life!

This stery =accompanies all the previons srgumenis I have
vrovaned, for farmaW legal advoeate roles.

I believe thot 1f my frisnd and I had not a2sscried ny
niece!'s eduncstional opvordtunity, whe would not have schieved
the outcome she Aid,

She says herself, that she feels that she would have dropped
out, with despwa&unue, end having to esrn & living, and in

the culturel elimate of her placement, of low socio-ecomnomie
statusg, she would have been a 'Check-out Chieck'!, with babe

on the wsy. i.e. 2 welfare dependants. Yes, even smart girls,

do that, 'looking Ffor lovet. I just thank everyone sconcerned,
that thaet did not hevpen.

T;erefbr@, i the sbsence of thoge prescences, I reassert the
case Tor ]Egﬂhldtimﬁ.¢mr Warighip righte and their asserition,
o genuine snd wmature fape to faoce confidence with young
“@Dﬁlt, working together for best outoomes and iﬂb services
needed to fulfil this cutcone - ses Sub, 6%. '

Legal advocacy, I believe, provided the mesns Lo seohieve
the shove zeals.

Conelusic
mmm_____m“.

Thig is a HEARTENING story, 1life, and & Teetanent io the
rrovision of good service nrovicicm, and an educeted approach
thet civounvented disadvantage znd welfare dependency.
With more examplaa, funding and services, may we hav

wardahip outcomes for educstion, housing
neriermances, hnepriness.

& mox Ak
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