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Degr Sir,

T wish to submit my memories of the experience in
an Orphanage,run by the "Sisters of Merey", scme miles out of
Albury, N.5.¥W., I believe it 1is now oalled,"Mereinen%re,at
Lavington,. _

In 1942, my father went to war and was captured by
the Japasnese, when they took over Simgapore and finished up on
the Burma Railway and never came back, |

Meanwhile, I was Ieft with a neighboring family for
a while ,while Mum found work. She fimally got a job in a hotel
in Albury and I joined her there im a 1ittle room at the back
of the hotel,"Staff Rooms", it was from there my mother took me
some miles out to the Orphanage. '

My first horror came when a big burley Hunm neld me
tight, while I wateched my mother going up the path to a Taxi.

In a traumatised state, I was taken to the rear of the building,
my clothes were taken off me arnd all my personal things, and I
was given a navy, eotiten, straight dress to wear,;my'shees were
taken off me (we only had shoes on Smndays,for"ﬁa%s")

On my secomd day there, I was caned,? times on eaeh
hand for stepping over a form (long backless seat). A bell would
ring and all the kids would lime up to go to a meal. There were
long wooden tables, tin pannikins with wire handles, tin plates,
snother bell to say "Gracg", another bell to sit down and another
bell to start eating,- same every day, the meals were "slop®,
grey, lumpy exeuse for "siew", the other wariaticﬁ on the Menu
was the same "stew'only with some curry added, nofwegetables,
breakfast was the best, consisting of a tin plateéwith "Weetiesg®
with 1/2 milk, 1/2 water, dab of sugar, lump of mbarse bread {which?}
the kids made) with watery, apricot jam scaked in.

More ®ells,- loegked in "LICLA" for 3-# hours, "LIOLAY
was a round strueture,- no windows, 1 door, seating all around
the inside, broken cement floor with puddles of muddy water, from
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belng hosed out,- no toys,- the ehildren insids, with nothing to do,
foueht with one ammth@f% I was tortured by the kids because I was
fretting and erying all the time, they would eome over and pinch me,
gplt on me, pull my kair srd a few of them would ﬁr@g me through the
muddy puddies,while kieking me @t@,§ thie happered dally for quite

worze., Bath time was onee a month,two children would oeceupy one

some Uime,being warned not to say,"tell” anything of I would get

of 2 Bathe, while other kids would bring buckets of hot water from

the eopper to top the water wup, the water was fiithf‘by the ¥ime it
was my turn, after dozems of kids would be in and out., Caster 03l
ey was also onee a moath (if youw needed it or ﬁmﬁ); it was bmrﬁﬁizbi@
sut 1t was the only time we got a bisedit (an &rreréﬂﬁ)« aprox.t month
we had our hair combed out with kerocens (needed @r;nmﬁjﬁ :

I remember twe girle that ran away, thej'w&r@ older girle,

the KFuns did not report it to the Poliee, instead, the Priest and

Nuns pleked up the girls in Town, when they were brought baek, the
the bell rang for tea, but we were not allowed to sit down, instead,

they brought the two girls out in front of us and ecaned them mereiless-
1y on hands slegs, baek ete,, mt was, terrlbie, *h@;gﬁxla;w@r@*naﬁgﬁ

ailowed to eat ary%%lnw'vnd rexﬁ dAY ah&& Bad te sorub erery bit of
cgment in the place, using a2 nail to elean out allthe eracks. It was
inhuman punishment, but was meant as an example to qr of us that may
have the same ldea. I had jobs to do, 1 had to keep cleam the ehieken
eoop, (a8 we never ever had any eggs), I admit to taking an egg or
two (raw) beesuse we were all a bit hungery mest of the time, I alsgo
had to elean all the shoes (for Sunday Mass) and wash and scrub floors,
I had 1little or na se hooling to talk about, I only remember being in
"School" a eouple of times. The smaller ehildren, wﬁi&h I was one,
had "Charges",- older girls to see to washing elothes, ironing.ete.,
wy "eharge's" name was 3tella, she was about 1% or ?% y.0.,part
Aborigine, she hated me, resented having to do anything for me and
used to glve me a elip over the head every ehance she got, I was afraid
of her. f

Sometimes for a treat, a tray of the eourse bread ,topped
with drlpping would emerge, sometimes, the older girls that worked in
the Nun's kitchen, would smuggle out the remsins of a couple of lamb
ehops that the Nunsg had for breakfast, there would be very 1ittle meat
Teft mn-the@fbut Just to zet a taste of the ah@@ithe?kida would say,
"I bugs 1t after you, ,80 the bhones would be passed on to numerous

kids before Being disgarded. 4t times, the farms near +he OrphanaLe
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would get 1/72 Doz, or so kids to work in thelr Ore %ﬁrdug plekipg
pears all day, and we eould’nt even satl amy because Lh@y were pleked
green and we would get stomach aehe.

There are a lot more memories I have about my nightmarish
experienes there, the whole experience affected myflif@ to this day,

it made me distrust people, over-defensive, even aggressive, when

I was younger, I have been married and divoreed %&ﬁee times, unable,
it seems, to have a normal relatiomship with anyone beeause of
digtrast and Inseeurity.

Because of the betrayal of trust and the azbuse of the
mogt vunerable, pertiewlary by people that zfgfeaagtm e of God,
T am veryv glad that it seems to be coming out in the open and that
kind of

fle ehildren who had no power %o change thelir

it will make It harder for anyone to get away with
treagtment,to Litt
gitugtion, it should never hdppen again, evsr,

I believe, the Catholie Institute, should pay soms kind
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of compensation to all those who have suffered by thelir hands,

ruined lives,that they azre responsible for.

The made . is as accurats ns 1 remember

the events from

Your'ts Falthfully.

June Margaret Lambert.






