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The politicians have had a go at the Governor General Peter Hollingsworth about sexual abuses
while he was the archbishop but now it's time for the Federal and State politicians to come clean in
refation to Western Australia. What did they know, that went on in these orphanages? Castledare,
Clontarf, Bindoon, Tardun and St Joseph's. It was a life of Hell. Sexual abuse, bashings, flogging,
starvation, slavery, screams of children who wet their beds and so on. Cold showers. Those Enghsh
children who came out before the war and those Aussie children, the sons and daughters of those
men who served our country have not been recognised.

Mr Kim Beazley and Senator Andrew Murray have united in a bid for the child migrant InqQuiry.
Well, Mr Beazley and Senator Murray, what about the English children? The part-Aboriginal
children? The Aussie children? You should have known about those children in those barbaric
orphanages during the war years., That Government in power during the war vears knew what was
going on it those orphanages for every child who ran away. The child welfare and police could not
get them back quick enough!!! Thev had seen the bruisings on them and would not listen to their
complaints.

Wiy did the senate inquiry of WA select commitice of 1996 deliberately exclude Australians. Their
terms of reference restricted them to child migrants. What an insult! While this inquiry did much to
expose the satanic conditions under which children were incarcerated. they did nothing to help the
Australians survivors. Not one politician wantd anything to do with us. We, the Aussie chiidren, the
English who came out before the war and those part-Aboriginal children who were with us.

The Western Australian Government in power during the war years destroyed hundreds of tamilies
Most of those children were never to see their parents agam. We were not allowed 10 see our
parents untit we turned 21 The Government worked with the chirches to fill up those mstitutions.
All those mothers could do nothing. They had no one to turn to for help. What happened to the
army pay which should have gone to those mothers? Those fathers who did come back could not
find their children. They were scattered around ail those institutions.

[ mv four brothers and two sisters were taken from our mother 1n about March 1940 and put into
the Mount Lawley Child Welfare Home. We were aged from eight years down to about eight
months. [ was put up before a judge and asked questions about my parents. | can still go to that
same area today where that court house was and where we lived. We staved at the Mount Lawlev
Home for about two weeks, then were sent to Castiedare and my two sisters to St Joseph's. We were
sent into a life of Hell

The files on the Walsh family were destroved on March 24, 2000 by the child welfare
admimistration. Adso, there are no files on the Walsh family in any of the orphanages, Castiedare,
wlontart, Bindoon, Tardun and §t Joseph's. [n those past years, no ene could say what was ¢oing on
nthese institutions for no one could say or speak sganst the Catholie Church. One person who did



take on those Catholic Institutions was Bruce Blyth, P&B Press Publishers. He has been fighting
them for [0 years but the court Government in power at the time used the trump card, the statute of
Limitations.

Those politicians who stood shoulder to shoulder with the Catholic Church and all those judges,
solicitors and QC must be wondering now, for all Hell the truth is coming out all over the world,
about the Catholic Church and ail the sexual abuse. The Western Australian Government was our
guardian unti] we were 21 vears of age but failed in their duty of care. They put us in those
orphanages. They failed to protect us from all those abuses.

I was just over 16 years of age, sent to work on a diary farm at Serpentine in 1947, [ got five
shillings a week for working 15 hours a day. The child welfare received two pounds a week. After
about four months, [ ran off The milk trucky helped me. [ worked at Plaistowes sweet factory. The
child welfare found me after about three weeks. They tired to take me away but the foreran and
the Plaistowe brothers stood up for me,

A lot of those unmarried mothers had their babies taken off them and adopted out during those war
years. In about March 1941, [ went from Castledare to Clontarf. [n 1942, the airforce took over
Clontarf and those of us that had been there were sent to Tardun. We lived in a tin shed. We had to
push out the farm machinery. There we lived in red dust and washed in horse troughs until we
finished building a wing onto the oid building. The food was always fly blown so we used to steal
the molasses and wheat, boil it up and live on wild birds and animals. Tardun was no different to
Castledare and Clontarf for all the abuses. The only time we were happy was when they gave us a
holiday at Geraldton for about three weeks in 1943,

In Bindoon, the boys really got it rough. | was only there for about {0 weeks and somehow
managed to keep out of the way of the beast, Brother Keaney. Some of those boys spent the rest of
their lives in Royal Perth Hospital, Brother Cusack was in charge of all the cement work He took
about 10 of us from Clontarf to Bindoon. We got the cement free from Swan cement works but we
nad to bag it up out of the pit.

When Carmen Lawrence was leader of the Labor Party tn Western Australia, she was briefed on
these orphanages for about an hour but turned her back on it when she went into Federal politics,
Australia doesn't need politicians like this in Federal politics. Thurty thousand signatures were taken
m Western Australia, demanding an inquiry into these orphanages but there has been a massive
cover-up. Not one politictan has mentioned a word about the Aussie children, the sons and
daughters of those men who served our country,

This happened in every state in Australia. | shall not forget that life of Hell that the Western
Australian Government put us through. There is a story to be told, of cach of these orphanages,
‘-astledare, Clontart, Bindoon, Tardun and St Joseph's Subtaco. That Western Australian
Ljovernment in power from 1939 failed in their care to protect us from child abuse. The Westemn
Austrailan Government since 1996 have passed us off as English Children. What an insult! [t is
ume for the politicians to come clean!

fours faithfully,

- John Walsh.






