After reading of the child abuse in Church homes in the Sydney Daily Telegraph I felt I would like to tell my story.

I went to Burnside Presbyterian homes at North Parramatta in 1940 after my parents had died (mum in 1937, dad in 1940).

While we were at Parramatta the Matron was not too bad, but in 1942 when I turned 12 we went to the mountains and three homes combined into one. The Matron from Parramatta went up with us, however another Matron was placed in charge and was very cruel to children she didn't like (we children used to call it "pets & spites"). My younger sister and I ran away because of this Matron's attitude towards us.

When I was taken back, the matron beat me and I was literally black and blue for six months. Before the belting I had to scrub the bathroom floor, the room was very big as the building was previously a hospital. She told me it depended on how well I did the floor the punishment I would receive. I did my best as a 12 year old girl, but as you can see by this it did not make any difference to that vicious woman. I am now almost 74 years old, and still re-live this experience when not feeling well. I ask God to forgive her. 

When the old Matron from Parramatta saw my body, she said the senior Matron should never have done that to me, however she took no action.

My older sister just found out about all this recently. We did not see her often at the time because she was older and had family responsibilities. She said if she had known about it at the time she would have done something about it.

Now I would like to tell my son's story. I married young, and was a widow at 26 left with 3 children to rear. Because of the strain & stress, the school arranged for my 2 sons to go to Stewart House so I could have a break to pick up in health. My younger son just told me about a month or two ago that while he was there he was sexually assaulted at the age of between 4 & 5. He is almost 50, and he and his family is still suffering because he thought it was the accepted thing as a child.

If you wish to discuss this any of this situation further please feel free to contact me at:

Shirley Banks

