31.01.04
 

 Ms Margaret Campbel
 

 

Dear Senators,
 

In reference to the inquiry you are conducting into institutional abuse within Australia I would like to make some comments in brief regarding my care while under the care, control and protection of the State as well as highlight some pointers regarding the' Terms of Reference' for this inquiry.
 

I was a ward of the state from 1961 to 1968 at a Queensland orphanage, that being Neerkol Orphanage.
I was physically, mentally and sexually abused while there. I could not begin to tell you, especially in brief, how horrific my experience was and how I was transferred to eight different institutions in seven months (one being a psychiatrist hospital) so as to stifle me from speaking out about my sexual abuse claims.
 

I have gone on to live a life but suffered in silence all these years. When the police contacted me my nightmare began all over again. All the promises and expectations for Justice was a joke and only fell on deaf ears. Just like the Forde Inquiry too. We have lost faith in this so-called Justice System and I am so angered that we as adults can still be treated so insignificantly. If other countries can acknowledge and pay reparation for the pain and suffering of their children in crimes against humanity then way can't Australia do the same?.----- we are not a third world country! 
 

I along with several others involved in the same case in Neerkol orphanage endeavoured to seek redress through the courts but our cases were dropped by the D.P.P after putting us through hell in protracted times of waiting 
The committal Judge found in 1996 that there was a case to be heard and committed the cases to trial. It drag on and on then finally I was informed by the D.P.P office that due to the length of time, the lack of evidence and the Statute of Limitations the cases would not proceed. How can this be so when there is no Statute of Limitations on Rape? The lack of evidence was because they did no investigating what so ever; there was no interviewing, no witnesses interviewed nor presented to support our cases ----- as a matter of fact nothing was done.  
The perpetrator who committed these horrendous acts on us is still a free man and holds a government position ---- tell me where is this so called Justice!!!!! 
 

Your Terms of Reference covers issues such as, "Whether any serious breaches of statutory obligation occurred in these institutions or places". The Forde Inquiry found there was breaches in the Legislative Children Services Acts in the State and Churches obligations. In Corporal Punishment, Education, Care and Protection and so forth. Ask the various institutions to produce their so-called "Punishment Books" mentioned in the Corporal Punishment legislation! We were robbed of a decent Education because we were so tramuaised by the brutality in our school we could not learn under the reign of terror and floggings right through our classes. This affected us all our lives in so far as a livelihood, maintaining relationships and so on. 
You ask about the long term effects of years of abuse, look at the statistics, the suicides, the jails, the addicts the profound mental affects on us and that of our families. We are living proof. Some of us became survivors but it wasn't an easy road coming from hell and back.
 

Is your inquiry just another inquiry like the rest; a waste of tax-payers monies? A number of recommendations that are just that ---- recommendations!!! The Forde Inquiry took Government to task, a lot of significant changes have happened to secure the future of children (but not enough) but in the process we, the victims who spoke out to bring about these much needed changes got thrown out with the bath water. What do you think it has done to us? How disillusioned do you think it has left us? ---- the suicides will tell you!! It ripped open the old wounds and left us to suffer this endless mental anguish and rage.
 

What are we to do to convince you beaucrates that we are genuine people who have been so unjustly and so inhumanely treated as wards of the State.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Margaret Campbell.
