SENATE COMMUNITY AFFAIRS REFERENCES COMMITTEE

INQUIRY INTO CHILDREN IN INSTITUTIONAL CARE

Submission

From- Elizabeth Edwards

The Secretary

Senate Community Affairs Reference Committee

Suite S1 59

Parliament House

CANBERRA   ACT  2600

Re:  Inquiry into children in institutional care
Dear Secretary 

I state categorically that I have not written anything here that cannot be substantiated with documented proof.

In this submission I aim to illustrate the permanent damage inflicted upon myself and my family including two "cousins" who fostered by my aunt were deprived of their constitutional rights and suffered tragic consequences as a result of appalling ethics and institutional practices whilst wards of the State of Victoria.

The Victorian Government has also caused my family and myself grievous emotional/psychological damage by withholding information and records, that prevented my former husband and I from parenting our first born child 

When I was an eighteen-year-old adolescent she was abducted from me when I delivered her in a government licensed and partially funded private hospital. 

Today the Victorian Government currently prevents our accessing information / records relating to our legitimate child lost to unethical and unlawful adoption practices, with another, outdated and inhumane law inhibiting healing from the trauma imposed upon all of us by the following atrocities 

This is not about adoption but what happened to all of us whilst as minors we were placed in government funded institutions and the need to recover vital facts, which will fully restore my memory of being forced to sign an adoption order. 

I am writing to you with the hope that you will facilitate attending to the gross miscarriage of social justice, and breach of Human rights as described in the following: - 

· Ann Baird 's mother signed a consent to adoption when she was born in Western Victoria the year was 1947

· Whilst placed in care as a baby and a ward of the state Ann had reason to believe she had unknowingly became a guinea pig. She was interviewed and her photo appeared in the Age because she believed she was one of the many infants in care who were administered drugs, Polio inoculations etc, that the CRISO were testing (See Age P4 11/6/1997) 

· She was never adopted however as an infant she was fostered by my aunt, Elizabeth Dehlia and Herbert Elson who changed Ann's name (not officially) to Carmel Elson (All  the above named people are deceased)

· They had previously fostered another child Lexie *** in 1946 similarly they renamed her. 

Lexie was the eldest of twin girls born in Grafton NSW on October 3rd 1941 to Fred ****and Mavis **** 

Fred was posted overseas shortly after the girls were born and Mavis returned to Melbourne.

Unable to gain employment and without family support Mavis placed Lexie and her sister Kathleen in care at Broadmeadows, however Kathleen died of pneumonia whilst in care. After a failed placement Lexie had been "returned" to Broadmeadows baby home.

At the age of 4 was consequently placed with the Elsons

· Their application to adopt Lexie was denied because records show Lexis's Father Fredrick *** was paying the prescribed amount of money to have his Illegitimate daughter cared for by the State.

·  Records also show that he was informed, two doctors at the Children's Hospital Melbourne had diagnosed Lexie as being "Retarded"

· The visiting field worker allocated to monitor the welfare of the girls refused to entertain the notion of the Elsons' adopting Ann because Lexie would not have the same opportunity.

· Herbert Elson died of Cancer in 1960 Lexie was relieved because of her secret fear of becoming pregnant. However Ann felt he was the only person in this world that loved her despite his affections being totally inappropriate and was emotionally annihilated by his death. This was further exacerbated by our families attitude that  precluded her the right to mourn him publicly with Elizabeth and Lexie.

·  Elizabeth Elsons' brother and his Wife (my parents) offered to have my aunt and Lexie stay with them throughout the period of Herbert's dying and for several months afterward. They refused to have Ann stay because they perceived Ann to be precocious.

· Therefore she was placed with Elizabeth's' sister and her husband, whom she claimed made improper advances upon her. Consequent to this  she was forced to receive Psychiatric treatment

· When at a later date Anne took the courage to tell my aunt that her late husband had sexually molested Ann until she reached the age of 13, my aunt response was to admonish her with 'look what you made me do! I have laddered my stocking!'. 

Because of her foster mothers refusal to accept Ann's claims Ann would fluctuate between feeling a rage and then she would become morose.  Elizabeth then made arrangements for Ann to be placed with the Good Shepherd Sisters in Abbotsford.

 Ann was 14 years of age.

None of her foster family attended her first wedding. His name was something Tong such was the extent of our involvement with poor Ann we did not know her husband's name.

Harry Deichen met with our family's approval so when she wed a second time she was received back into the family fold.

However she already had suffered emotional carnage and had been admitted into psychiatric hospitals several times previous to her marriage to Harry. 

Her condition did improve at times only to deteriorate time and time again. 

She divorced Harry in 1989 and took her own life in 2000. Her Son Eric is her only successor. 

Driving home after attending a meeting of CLAN at Parliament House Victoria in 1997 with Ann I offered my apologies to her on behalf of my family, exhibiting a wonderful spirit of generosity she said  'Elizabeth I forgave them a long time ago they were bog Irish'

This is my tribute to Anne Mary Diechan who suffered a life of torment in a family that placed little importance on the sacred bond between a mother and her child they adhered to the notion that children should be seen and not heard. Anne kept the details of the above secret until the later part of her life, we will never know the full extent of the abuse she endured.

  May you rest in peace Ann.

My brother Sean Toohey and his subsequent wife Gillian also lost their first born child to adoption because the State colluded with my Mother and placed duress upon them to give consent for their baby Leeza Jane's adoption. 

The State of Victoria placed the sin of my parent's pride before Sean and Gillian's Human Right to be a family because they conceived out of wedlock.

A sin my mother had first hand knowledge of as her first born child too conceived out of wedlock and born on the 1st August 1941. However the father of her child would not marry her.

My mother had her daughter Mary Helena baptised in her maiden surname name at Our Lady Help of Christians North Fitzroy on the 6th of August 1941

 My grandmother had a full hysterectomy after the birth of her twin boys several years before Mary was born so it was contradictory for  my Grandfather  to illegally register my mother's child as my grandparent's own child, but he did, consequently she grew up being our aunt when she was in fact our sister.

My mother was a very angry and sick woman her externalised pain manifested itself as arthritis the complications resulted in her premature death at the age of 60 most of her later life was spent with her being bed ridden, at times she was restricted to a wheelchair .

In 1959 when I was fourteen she blamed me for her failed attempt to suicide

