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CONVENTS AS PRISONS

Lo th ;
Throughout the 20 Cenmry there wers two pef.m systems.  One was for
adults, the other was for chiidren. Until the ¢ closing vears and. in a svsrem
more pumtive than prisons, convent children — Wwho were supposed 0 be

2

protected by law ~ had their Rights viclared and their persons abused

While prisons were reguiated and subject (0 public scruniny. convents wers
_’mﬂtwefabie 10 no one. So ar‘oizmr‘ Was an power of the puns, sven their
e comvent. N un:; m convents ruled as despors

i csmpxe*e amcnomy fv*c? il contempt thiose who had relegared
responsibility to them. Even Hitjer was give:} 00 such tresdom for so long |

Convent children were no more Uegitimate than ¥ours or mme Thev wers
caildren suffering from the loss of a parent. In pamn fom bereavement e
separatien, loneliness. sadne ess, tear and in nesd of care and undersianding,
all they got was abandonment oy all three powers of the jurisdiction —

Family,State and Church. Th v were condemned for the rest of their YOUng
lives 10 confinement and isoiarion.

(lfi

(

Sclitary confinement in Prisons is used zs a punishment and its use limited
and iis fr ::r.s known. In convents solit tary confinement was a normal
cond ‘0 pr Tequisite as a means of conmol.  Child 0 were separated
from each other. In ail my years of confinement [ saw my sl 1m<”< only once
and then Onl}' Tom a distanes,

[t 1s unformunate thar we see the victim only as an adult. We fail 1o see the
face of the suffering child beneath, These are the voices sti] waizmg 10 be
heard.
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