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We would like to register our complaint against the handling of our family separation. 

We were taken from our family home in November 1963, it may have been in our best interest for that to happen, but it’s what happened to us afterwards that has had a life long effect on us. 
We were a family of 8 and we were sent to various institutions around Melbourne, the splitting of our family was the first shock we suffered. We can only speak for ourselves at this stage. Irene was fostered out after 3 years leaving 3 sisters behind. Foster family were reasonable people but discouraged her having any contact with her siblings, this was very distressing for her especially as they promised numerous times to assist her in contacting her family, but never following through. The whole time she was in this family she was made to feel second rate. 

Margaret stayed in the children’s home until she was 16 years old and struggled through her teen years.  A priest at the children’s home attempted to molest her, it was only that she was strong enough to fight him off he didn’t succeed. Margaret has struggled her whole life wondering what has happened to her family. 

Maureen was fostered at 7 years of age to a very old couple. She was subject to various forms of sexual, physical & emotional abuse from foster family & foster family relatives, from 8 years of age onwards. Maureen also witnessed other children being abused, this has had a devastating effect on her to this day knowing she didn’t or couldn’t do anything about it. Foster family were not even investigated by the government as it show’s in Maureen’s files. Request from the department asking foster family for their medical history ect. Were never replied to. Why didn’t the department follow up? Maureen was put back into the children’s home  at 12 years of age being told it was her fault foster mother had cancer and was dying, then moved to another by the time she was 13, and suffered the indignity of a pregnancy test which was compulsory. 

Being reunited after 35 years of separation and sharing our experiences, we realized now how we suffered  sexually, mentally & physical, the various authorities & institutions were far from ideal. We think for us to be able to move on we need some sort of recognition and justice for what we have been through.

Where do we belong? Where’s my family? Have they suffered like us?

Regards

Irene, Margaret & Maureen Biggar

