Name 

Ronald Pritchard

Institution 

Sisters of St Josephs Orphanage Largs Bay Adelaide S.A.

age of being in orphanage 6-9 year old.

(A) Unlawful care.

While I was in the care of the sisters of St Josephs I would have to stand in line with other children first thing in the morning before breakfast and we all would  hold our hand out and get the cane. The nun would say that is to get the Devil out of us and if their was a noise in the dormitory we all got the cane twice. The nun would talk to us about what was expected. We all got a bath once a week whether we liked it or not the bath water was changed every third child.

The nun came up to me late on some Fridays and would say some people are taking you out for the weekend. There name was not mentioned when the people would pick me up they would sit me in the middle of them or on their lap on arrival at there home. It was dark on Friday I would sleep in the lounge room they would talk to me. On the Saturday the man and the woman preformed sexual acts on me for their own pleasure. I was told if I said anything I would be punished.

When I got back to the home I complained to the head sister and told her what happened as I was very sore by my ordeal and I was taken down to the dungeon under the home where there is no windows just the dungeon and told by the sisters the Devil is going to come and punish me. She then closed the door it was pitch black I could not see my hand in front of me I was very frightened as I was waiting for the Devil to come a terrible feeling came over me while I was down there a long time. When the sister came and opened the door I was screaming and felt different as she took me up the stairs I felt very rubbery and the light seem to be different and I seem to feel different but said nothing as I was scared of the nuns so when the nun would say on a Friday a couple are taking you out for the weekend I would go out with the couple as I was afraid to say no. The couples would perform sexual acts on me for their own pleasure over the weekend. This happened by different couples on more than one occasion. Remember I was a child a little boy who had no one to turn to  

I was in the Adelaide paper after seeing this the nuns put me unescorted on a plane to Sydney.

(B) Long term social impact.

I have never married I would liked to have but feel embarrassed as I still blame myself with what had happened to me. I still have to leave the light on in my house every

night time. I have flash backs seven days a week three hundred and sixty five days a year of  the people performing sexual activates on me and I still blame myself for allowing this to happen. Even so I was only a child. My Education suffered I had to do unskilled labor. I still have to receive counselling on a regular basis.  Perhaps when I am dead I will be at peace.  

(c ) Major  changes to Professional practices acknowledgment.

There needs to be more services for adults who have suffered  child abuse as I found it very hard to find services as most of the services provided were for woman who have suffered sexual abuse. I contacted Towards Healing which is run by the catholic church and spoke to sister Angela Ryan in Melbourne. After speaking to her about what had happened to me she said she would go to Adelaide and check with the orphanage. After two weeks I was contacted by her and counselling was agreed for me. I was able to use a counsellor of my own and not from the church. The counselling sessions were held at Center care Blacktown office. I had received 24 sessions of counselling. I was told by Bill Johnson who worked at center care at Parramatta that I would have to fill in a complaint against the catholic church which I did in front of my counsellor. I asked for paper work on the people that took me out of the home I was denied this my solicitor also could not get a lot of paper work from the catholic church.

In the Towards Healing Book it does say it will help the perpetrators more than the victims. the church has given me 24 sessions of counselling  as they have said on there web sit on the internet sexual abuse in the catholic church states that if they find you suffered sexual abuse while you were in their care they will give you counselling.

(d) Formal acknowledgment by Australian governments. 

 There needs to be acknowledgment by all state governments that children were put into institutions for there own care and when that care has been broken by someone in  power of that institution. It does have a terrible social impact on the victim when it is abuse and especially sexual abuse as the victim well find it hard to trust people in power. The church needs to be more accountable to what has happened in the past in its institutions. And the governments acknowledge what the victims have to say and not the church as the church has lied in the past and still lies to this day ( one of the ten commandments says thaw shall not lie ) the church has forgot this. 

(e) Where unsafe improper or unlawful care or treatment of children has accrued

what measures of reparation are required .

There needs to be acknowledgment by the church state and Federal governments plus  institution to what has happened to the victims and an apology as well counselling and ongoing care for the persons and not denial. As well as compensation for the victims who would be suffering from what has happened to them in the past as it is very hard for victims of child abuse to cope, with the pain and flash backs to what has happened to them in the past.

(F) Whether statutory or administrative limitations or barriers adversely affect those who wish to pursue claims against perpetrators of abuse previously involved in the car of children.

The statue of limitations protects  perpetrators of child sexual abuse from being charged and the perpetrators know this so they are not worried if they are found out.

This does have a large impact on the victims of abuse. The only other way is through a civil court which can take a long time and a lot of money for which a lot of the victims do not have and the perpetrators know this. That is why the statue of limitations needs to be removed in all states so people can come forward and know that people can be charged for what they had done.

(g ) effective and responsive framework.

There needs to be more public awareness about child sexual abuse and neglect and be made aware that it is a crime to do such abuse as well the long term affect it has on the victims. Also the church and institutions must be held accountable for there actions instead of just removing the perpetrators they must be held accountable for what they are doing now and in the past. It would mean healing and some form of closure for a lot of victims. The government needs to help the victims with empathy and listen to what they have to say instead of what the church and there legal people have to say all the time. I am sure if one the Prime Ministers children was sexually abused by someone in the Catholic Church things would be different. There needs to be a change in current polices so people are able to report such matters to the proper authorities knowing that they will be listened to without fear of any ramifications. And be given support services to help deal with there trauma. And not denial.
Regards 

Ronald Pritchard.

