APPENDIX 2
APOLOGIES

é AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC Bistors CONFERENCE

December 14, 2004

Statement on Senate Report into Children in Institutional Care

The Australian Catholic Bishops and the Leaders of Religious Institates welcome the
Repont of the Senate Inguiry into Children in Institutional Care.

We have been moved by the courage of those who have laid bare their experiences
before the Comminee. An apology was first made in the 1996 document “Towards
Heahng™, and we formally renew our apology to those whose abuse was perpetraied
by Catholic Church personnel.

The revelations contzined in the report are the very apposite of all that we would wish
to stand for.

We are also deeply regretful for the hurt cansed whenever the Church's response has
denied or minimised the pain that victims have experienced. And we regret the hurt
and distress caused to the many good people who have worked in this area,

We announce the formation of a “Senate Inquiry Action Group”, The members of this
group will be:

Dr Kristin Johnston, Australian Conference of Leaders of Religious Instituies,
Fr Brian Lucas, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference.

Br Kevin Ryan, Chnstian Brothers.

Mr Paul Linossier, Catholic Welfare Australia.

Ms Myolene Carrick, Catholic Welfare Australia.

The mandate we have given this Action Group is:

“The Senate Inquiry Action Group shall make an analysis of the recommendations of
the Senate Inquiry, with particular reference to how they apply 1o the structures,
institutions and personnel of the Catholic Church, and provide the bishops and
religious leaders with advice concerning the implementation of the recommendations,

“The Action Group shall present a preliminary report to the May 2005 meeting of the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and the June meeting of the Australian
Conference of Leaders of Religious [nstinutes, together with a repornt on the work still
to be done and an estimate of the time needed 0 present a final repon.”

Contact: Debra Way al the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference on 02 6201 9859
or 0414 &80 475,

215



216

L0 The Anglican Church of Australia

: P GENERAL SYNOD

6 October 2004

Church apologises to victims of institutions

The Anglican Church' s General Synod has issuved an apology o people who
experienced hurt, or abuse or distress in institutional and out-of-home care provided
by tha Anglican Church.

Al its meeting at the University of Notre Dame in Fremantle, the church addressed the
experiences of children coverad in the recenl senate inguiry into Children in
Institutional Care Report, Forgotten Australians,

The apology said “With deep sadness and regrel, this Church acknowledges that
many of these children suffered abuse and neglect. and a lack of appropriate care
and nurtura while in institutional care; and a significant number also suffered physical
and sexual assault.”

“The Church deeply regrets that ils institutions and personna! did not always provide
environments in which these children were protectad and nurtured.”

Brisbane's Archbishop Phillip Aspinall, supporting the apology, said the church was
specifically addressing those who had been harmed in institlutions. He sald the stories
of people hurt in institutions were horrific and heartbreaking.

“It is important that this church acknowledges that it happened, that we express our
deep sorrow and regret, and that we gel our dioceses to look carefully at the raport to
check again how well we care for pesople.”

Following the reading of the apology, the Primale, Archbishop Peter Camiley, read the
apology on behalf of the church, then called for a minute’s silence.

Archbishop Carnley prayed “we seek your forgiveness for the wrongs the church has
committed in the pasl. Give us grace that we may be transformed, and that the
church may be a safe and caring place for children.”

For more information, contact Robyn Douglass on 0411 075 598

Suite 101, St Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney Awstralia
Phone 61 2 9265 | 515 Facsimile: 1 2 9264 6352 Email: gsofficei@ianglican org.an
Postal Address General Synod Office: PO Box Q190, QWA Post Office, Mew South Wales 1230
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31/04

THE FORCOTTEMN AUSTRALIANS

That this General Synod:

1

Motes that o report on Ausfralions who expenenced institutional
or out-of-home care as children - the Forgotfen Ausfralians
report - has been prepared by the Senate Community Affairs
References Committee and was fabled in Federal Pariament on
30 August 2004,
Motes that the report calls on governments, churches and
agencies fo issue formal stafements acknowledging their roles in
past institutional care policies and practices and the impact
these have had on the lives of many care legvers.
Acknowledges that many children who were placed in
institutional care during the last century experienced neglect,
harm and distress; and in parficular cases, expenenced serious
physical and sexual abuse and assault — the effects of which are
life-long.
Extends the following apology to these children:
The Anglican Church of Ausfralia sincerely apologises to the
children whose experiences in insfitutional and cuf-of-home
care provided by the Anglican Church caused them hurf,
disfress. and harm.

The recent Senate Inguiry into Children in Insfifutional Care
Report has reflected the stones of many care leavers who
demonstrafed great courage in describing their expensnces
in institutional care. A number of these people had been
placed in instifutions conducted by the Anglican Church and
its agencies.

With deep sadness and regref, this Church acknowledges
that many of these children suffered abuse and neglect, and
a lack of gppropriafe care and nurtfure while in institufional
care: and a significant number also suffered physical and
sexual assaulf.

The Church deeply regrefs that iis insfifuiions and personnel
did not always provide envirenments in which these children
were profected and nuriured.

The Anglican Church is commitfed to ensuring that all
children in any of itz institutions and all these who come info
contact with the Church will be protected. Action: are being
taken in this General Synod and in the diocesses to puf info
place new sirategies reflecting this commiiment.

The Inguiry Report — Forgoften Australians — has brought info
community awareness the sericus and long-term effects of
such abuse and assault; and the Anglican Church is
committed to providing appropnate services, assistance and
support to those persons who suffered harm.
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5 Reqguests each diocese involved in the provision of institutional
care fo children to exfend an apology in similar terms.,

& Acknowledges that the Church is called fo gssist and suppaort in
whatever way it can those persons who have been harmed by
and in ifs institutions; and reguests each diocese fo consider
approprate strategies — which recognise the personal
significance of the harm done to individual persons and their
likely distrust of the Church - fo encourage those who have
been harmed to come forward.

7 Commends the report to the dioceses, institutions and agencies
of this Church and reguests them prayerfully and objectively to
consider the report and its implications for cumrent policies and
practices which affect all children and young people in contact
with the Church fo ensure that the past abuse and assault will
never again occur.

Phillip Aspinall - 5 Cct 04




219

The Benevolent Society supports the Senate’s Forgotten
Australians report

15 October 2004

The Benevolent Society today responded to the Senate Committee's
Report, Forgotten Australians: A report on Australians who experienced
institutional or out-of-home care as children.

The Benevolent Society has been providing services to children and families
since 1813. Part of our role was to provide residential care for children at Scarba
House in Bondi from 1917 until 1936.

The Benevolent Society has a strong commitment to working with children and
their families in need of support. It is because of this commitment that we wish to
make a public statement of apology about past practices in our provision of
residential care. The Board and staff feel strongly that we should acknowledge
our history and the role that we played in providing any inadequate care for
children placed with us.

The Benevolent Society apologises unreservedly for any abuse,
mistreatment or harm experienced by children in our care.

The report of the Senate Committee, Forgotten Australians, gives us a clear,
highly distressing picture of what life was like for tens of thousands of children
who spent all or part of their childhoods in an orphanage or children's home. We
believe that it is crucial that such histories are known, heard and acknowledged;
and that such practices are never again experienced by any Australian child.

It is now recognised that out-of-home care for children needs to include frequent
and meaningful family contact, placement with siblings, consistent care givers,
opportunities for children to emotionally process what they have experienced and
freedom to express their views and wishes for their future care. The Benevolent
Society feels deep sadness and regret for the children in our care who did not
receive the consistent, loving care that they needed and deserved.

We welcome the Senate Inquiry into Institutional Care and its recommendations.
It gives agencies such as our own the opportunity to acknowledge past wrongs
and to try to address them appropriately. In particular, we are putting in place
services to ensure that we will respond promptly, compassionately and
respectfully to anyone who wishes to approach us to talk about their time in
Scarba House as children.

For further information please contact:
Bianca Robertson - 02 9335 3080

Annette Michaux - 02 9339 8065 or 0418 423 283
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UNITING CHURCH IN ALUSTRALLA

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEDIA HELEA_SE
ot 5,253 it Bireat SYDNE) )
PO B A2 ke South RIS 1535

Embargoed until 1pm, Monday 27 September 2004

THE “FORGOTTEN AUSTRALIANS” REPORT

The Uniting Church today expressed regret and sommow 1o the children who suffered neglect and
abuse while in institutional care provided by the Uniting Church and its agencies during the last
century.

"On behalf of the Uniting Church and our agencies, I apologise unreservedly for any physical,
psychological or social harm that rmght have occurred,” National President, Rev. Dr Dean Drayton
said.

“I deeply regret that some children were let down while in the care of the Uniting Church and former
Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches.”

Rev. Drayton said the recent Senate Inquiry into Children in Institutional Care highlighted a number
of cases where children suffered at the hands of caregivers.

“The Inquiry painted a disturbing picture of life for many young people who lived in institutional
care. The Uniting Church through its agencies managed a number of these facilities and sadly, some
did not provide the love, nuruning and care that the chikdren in them so nghtly deserved.

“The Inquiry highbghted the flaws in mstitutional care modeks and the need to ensure they are never
repeated,” Rev. Drayton said.

“The Uniting Church, through our family and community services networks, has developed new
models for providing care and services o children. 'The Church is committed to ensuring that
children and families receive the best facilities and care possible and we are constantly working to
improve them.

“The Senate Inquiry reminds everybody involved in delivering services and care to children that we
all need ro work together so that the mistakes of the past are not repeated.

“The Uniting Church welcomes the Inquiry and its recommendations - they provide a basis on which
Governments at all levels and care providers may move forward together by acknowledging past
wrongs and addressing them appropriately. We are committed to working with govemnment to
respond to the issues raised dunng the Inquiry,” Rev. Drayton said.

This statement was endorsed by the National Assembly of the Uniting Church in Australia and the Moderators of the Symods of
Mew South Wales, Queenshind, Victoria and Tasmansa, Westem Aastralia, South Australia and the Northemn Symod,

Rew. Allan Kuchler Mr. Jim Mein Rev. Goorge Woodward

Muoderator of (pueensland Moderator of NSW Moderator of the NMorthern Synaod

Rev, Dv Graham Humphris Rew. Sue Gormann Rev, Gemmel Sherwood

Muderator of South Australia Maoderator of Vieterds and Tesmanias  Moderator of Western Australla
ENDS

Media contact: Gavin Melvin, Senior Communication Officer, 0417 416 674
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