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Tricia Shantz

Community Services
July 8, 2003
The Secretary

Senate Community Affairs Reference Committee

Suite S1 59

Parliament House

CANBERRA  ACT  2600
Dear Sir/Madam

Re: Senate Inquiry into Poverty in Australia

The Lismore Integrated Community Services Program group (ICSP) met on July 2nd. This group comprises Department of Community Services funded organisations in the Lismore, Richmond Valley and Kyogle Council areas. At this meeting the main issue discussed, and of concern to all, was the lack of housing available to people within this area. It is about poverty. If people do not have money they are unable to afford the housing prices in this area. Even if new housing is built it will not be available/affordable for those who need it. A number of factors have contributed to this:

· The Federal Government’s generous $14,000 grant to first homeowners has enabled many people to buy a house. This has been a double-edged sword in our area. People have bought houses. But, this has robbed the rental market of many properties for rent. In discussions with real estate people and Council’s Economic Development Manager there are no properties to rent in Lismore.

· The Department of Housing changed their policy in recent times so that they no longer build/purchase properties for clients but head lease them. Because of the above point there are less/no properties to rent by the Department. Also, they too, have been selling off properties and so have less on their books.

· The property market is still hot in this area. The coast – Ballina, Byron, Tweed, has become unaffordable for the people that our services are dealing with. People have been moving inland to Lismore, Casino and Kyogle. However housing prices, in the last six months, have been going up in these areas now also. At today’s meeting we were told by the Co-ordinator of the Casino Neighbourhood Centre that there aren’t houses in Casino to rent or send people to.

· The caravan parks in these areas are filled up with people who do not have permanent accommodation. There are many issues associated with families living in caravan parks. Services are having to cater for this new, emerging trend in our area. Although, this has been apparent and increasing for the past three years. 

This is a crisis. It affects many services, not just those whose main role is to provide housing for people. It flows through to other ancillary services. In relating this submission to the terms of reference for the Inquiry the Northern Rivers has a high unemployment and underemployment rate. In the ABS 2001 Regional Profile for the Lismore Local Government Area unemployment rates for the Richmond Tweed SD in 1996 was 27.3% while Lismore’s was 30.8% and NSW was 19.7%. In the same document weekly individual those with an income of $399 and less in the Richmond Tweed SD was 69.1% and for NSW was 56.2%. There are plenty of statistics that could be added here that would show how disadvantaged this area is but we will leave it at that.

The services represented at this meeting were: Lismore Neighbourhood Centre, Casino Neighbourhood Centre, Lismore Family Support Service, Women Up North Housing, Lismore Women’s & Children’s Refuge, Lismore City Council, Northern Rivers Social Development Council, Casino Family Support Service, Kyogle Family Support Service, Northern Region Young Women’s Accommodation Service and the Department of Community Services. With the Poverty Inquiry having met the day before in Lismore – and few, if any, persons at this meeting being able to attend - it was felt strongly that we wanted to bring this aspect of poverty to the Inquiry’s attention.

If you require any further information on this my telephone number is 02 6625 0547.

Regards

Tricia Shantz

Community Development & Project Officer

On behalf of the Lismore ICSP meeting 

