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COMMENTS TO THE INQUIRY INTO POVERTY, SENATE – AUSTRALIA.

To Whom It May Concern:

This Association initiated the Darebin Poverty Inquiry, results of which are being submitted by Darebin Council.   This Association endorses those findings.

We would however like to add some further comments raised by our members at our last meeting from their own experiences:

1. Low wages and pensions inadequate to allow individuals to enjoy the goods and services that every Australian has a right to.

2. Rising prices of food, gas, electricity, postage, fares, clothing, and recreation, further impoverish those on low incomes.

3. Education of our young people is being severely restricted due to the costly nature of our education system.  It is no longer ‘free,secular and compulsory’.

4. ‘Voluntary’ fees are compulsory regardless of the State Government’s demands that parents are not compelled to pay them.  Indeed the pressure to do so in ongoing and no action is taken to prevent this.

5. Many families are paying in excess of 50% of their income in rental so that housing poverty is the very basis of ongoing poverty in many homes.

6. Health care is being eroded and the lack of bulk billing doctors adds to the impoverishment of working, low-income families.  Even pensioners are required to pay some gap fee at weekends.

7. Public transport is almost non-existent at weekends in many areas, forcing households with no car to live in isolation.

8. Unless governments give genuine attention to these issues, the Australian people’s living standards will continue to spiral downwards.

Of course, the solutions to these problems are clearly evident.  What are really needed are politicians with the courage to admit them and implement them.

For example, we need a huge injection of funds into public housing.  It is well documented that public housing is the only real solution to homelessness.

Lack of affordable, reliable and maintenanced housing would go a long way to alleviating some of the other contributing factors to poverty.  Secure housing would help to prevent family break down, health problems, suicide, youth problems, isolation etc.   The argument that such housing does not meet needs is nonsense; it is an argument that is broached to excuse governments from using taxpayer’s funds to provide low-income families with necessary accommodation.

There should be one and one only system of education for all children regardless of their religion, nationality, colour or creed.  The re introduction of such a programme would be not only more economically sound but would break down some of the racism and intolerance that exists in our society.  This education system should re introduce the free,secular and compulsory nature of this system.

Public utilities such as gas, electricity, water and transport should be returned to public ownership.  There should be no private profit in these services.  This would ensure that low-income families were not deprived of such services due to inability to pay.

Subsidies paid by governments to such private companies should be illegal.  There should be no public funds to prop up inefficient companies.  If we live in a ‘free enterprise system’, then it should be free of government concessions.  Monies saved would then be used for services to the community who pay for them.

Companies who ‘offshore’ in order to maximise their profits, thus depriving Australian workers of their right to a decent job, should be highly taxed to make it less desirable to off shore.  Every Australian has the right to work if they are able.

Taxes should be increased not decreased.  Australians are not highly taxed by international standards.  However, the taxation system needs to be completely and publicly investigated, so that tax cannot be avoided by the wealthy as it is, and the huge amount being lost to our economy by those who evade their tax responsibilies, should be recouped and used to benefit all Australians.

Finally, we would say to the Senate Community Affairs References Committee that we do have the ability, the wealth and the resources to ensure that no Australian man woman or child should be without adequate housing, health, education, transport, work.  What is lacking is the commitment from our politicians to introduce programmes that would ensure that this occurred.

We look forward to the implementation of these ideas.
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